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Gazette declaring 
Hye as MP stayed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed for two months 
the Election Commission’s gazette declaring 
Awami League candidate Md Abdul Hye, an 
elected member of parliament from Jhenidah-1. 

The bench of Justice AKM Asaduzzaman issued 
the order following a petition filed by independent 
candidate Nazrul Islam Dulal Biswas, Abdul Hye’s 
rival in the polls.

Nazrul, in the petition, alleged that Hye resorted 
to irregularities in the January 7 national election.

The court also issued a summons notice on 
the respondents including the EC and Hye, said 
petitioner’s lawyer Md Mujibur Rahman. 

He said Hye now cannot function as a lawmaker 
following the HC order. 

Mujibur said his client has submitted 
documents on the irregularities including election 
officials’ stuffing ballots in the election on Hye’s 
behalf. In the election, Hye got 94,379 votes and 
Nazrul secured 80,547 votes.

Govt measures 
not working
Says GM Quader on price 
control
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The measures taken by the government to control the 
price of daily commodities are not working, alleged 
Jatiyo Party Chairman GM Quader yesterday.

He made the remark while talking to journalists 
after visiting the grave of late HM Ershad along with 
other JP MPs at Palli Nibas in Rangpur.

“There is an invisible political unrest in the country. 
But the current economic situation is really bad as well. 
People’s income is decreasing, but the prices of goods 
are not. We’ve been saying this since day one that the 
days ahead of the government will not be pleasant if 
the prices are not controlled,” he said.

In response to a query on AL General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader’s criticism of his speech in parliament, 
he said, “We told the Speaker what we expected. I don’t 
know why he was unhappy. Those who are dissatisfied 
may not have understood my speech well.”

One kg 
of crystal 
meth seized
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Benapole

Members of Border 
Guard Bangladesh 
seized one kg of crystal 
meth in Kutibari border 
area of Satkhira’s 
Kalaroa on Wednesday 
night.

However, no one 
was arrested in this 
connection.

C o m m a n d i n g 
Officer of BGB-33 Lt 
Col Ashraful Haque 
said they received 
information that a large 
consignment of drugs 
was being smuggled 
into the country from 
India through Kakdanga 
border.

When a BGB patrol 
team conducted a raid 
in the area, sensing their 
presence, the smugglers 
fled the scene leaving 
a bag full of drugs, he 
said.

The street value of the 
seized meth is around 
Tk 5 crore, he said.

A case was filed with 
Kalaroa Police Station.
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Cold brings misery 
for the little ones

Ctg hospitals overwhelmed by patients
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Nasima Akter was seen anxiously 
looking for attendants while trying to 
nebulise her daughter Tasnim Rabbi 
at paediatric ward of Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital on Saturday. 

The two and half month-old 
child, suffering from breathing 
complications, was crying 
continuously. Talking to this 
correspondent, Nasima said they 
came from Teknaf as her baby 
has been suffering from fever and 
breathing difficulty for over a week.

Seven-year-old Tahsin, who 
was admitted to the same ward a 
couple of weeks ago with similar 
complications.

“The doctor advised for 
continuous oxygen support as 
Tahsin struggles to breath whenever 
the mask is removed,” said the child’s 
mother Yasmin Akter, who came 
from Chattogram’s Rangunia.

According to doctors, both 
of them were suffering from 
bronchopneumonia, a common 
disease among infants and young 
children during winter.

With mercury dipping in 
Chattogram over the past couple of 
weeks, paediatric wards of different 
hospitals in the port city, both 
government-run and private ones, 
have been overwhelmed with patients, 
mostly infants and young children.

Almost half the patients in the 
ward are suffering from cold-related 

ailments, including pneumonia, 
bronchiolitis and diarrhoea, said 
Tasmia Mehbub, an on-duty doctor 
at paediatric ward.

“Children aged below five 
are vulnerable to different cold-
related diseases in winter due to 
weakened immune system. This 
season favourable environment for 
microorganisms to thrive and spread 
the diseases,” said Prof Dr AKM 
Rezaul Karim, head of child health 
ward at CMCH.

“The 90-bed child health ward 
is now overwhelmed, treating 270 
patients,” he added.

A similar situation prevailed 
at Chattagram Ma O Shishu and 
General Hospital.

“The number of patients admitted 
with cold-related complications 

exceeds the 250-bed capacity of 
child health ward, so many are being 
accommodated in other wards and 
cabins with vacant beds,” said Fahim 
Hasan Reza, associate professor 
of child health department at the 
hospital.

“Most patients are suffering from 
breathing problem and diarrhoea. 
Rota virus, liable for diarrhoea 
among babies, becomes active in 
winter,” he said, adding that parents 
should consult doctors immediately 
after they notice their children 
having difficulty breathing. He also 
advised immediate hospitalisation if 
breathing problem continues. 

He also recommended oral 
saline for children suffering from 
dehydration and keeping them in 
warm places to avoid catching cold. 

Ignoring the risks for himself and passengers, an auto-rickshaw driver rushes in front of a bus on the Khulna-
Mongla highway while talking on a mobile phone yesterday. While such battery-run three-wheelers are banned on 
such busy roads, such careless actions further increase the chances of accidents.  PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


