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3-storey building, 
45-bigha land with 
Tk 2,000 salary!
Postal employee gets 
nine years in jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A special court in Rangpur yesterday sentenced a 
postal department employee to nine years in jail 
and fined him Tk 28 lakh for illegally amassing 
movable and immovable property.

The verdict came following a case filed by 
the Anti-Corruption Commission accusing 
Md Habibur Rahman, a postal operator for the 
Gaibandha Postal Department.

The court also ordered the deposit of the fine 
within 60 official days from the day of judgement, 
or, in default, he has to stay six more months in 
jail.

Birkanto Roy, an 
assistant director 
of Gaibandha ACC, 
filed the case on 
September 30, 2015.

According to 
the prosecution, 
Habibur amassed 
huge property 
by making false 
saving documents. 
Later, an ACC 
investigation found 
that the postal employee, who started his job with 
a Tk 2,000 monthly salary, owned a three-storey 
building and 45 bighas of land.

Fixed deposits were also found under his 
children’s names. 

Later, the investigation officer filed a charge 
sheet against him, as the worth of his properties 
was beyond his income level, said ACC public 
prosecutor AKM Harun Ur Rashid.

Habibur is facing 10 more cases, he said. 
Recently, he was also sentenced to nine years in 

jail by a special court for illegally amassing Tk 56 
lakh.

An ACC 
investigation found 

that the postal 
employee, who 

started his job with 
a Tk 2,000 monthly 

salary, owned 
a three-storey 

building and 45 
bighas of land.

‘He was not offered 
teaching contract 
for vandalism’
Says BRAC University on 
Asif Mahtab
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BRAC University yesterday said the recent act 
of tearing pages of a textbook published by the 
government, included in the national curriculum 
for students enrolled in 7th grade in schools, and 
asking others to do the same in a public forum, is 
an act of vandalism, a behaviour not supported by 
the university.

“The University considers any act of vandalism 
towards national property as unacceptable behavior 
and does not tolerate or support such activities,” it 
said in a statement.

“The University, therefore, cannot offer a part-time 
teaching contract to Mr. Asif Mahtab Utsha for the 
Spring 2024 semester. However, the University will 
compensate Mr. Utsha for his time and efforts towards 
his preparatory work for Spring 2024,” it added.

“BRAC University believes, like all great 
institutions of higher education, its role should be 
to create space for all views to be discussed and 
debated constructively, predicated on tolerance and 
respect. The University believes in the exchange of 
ideas through dialogue.”

“BRAC University respects and fully complies with 
the country’s constitution and laws on all matters. 
Accordingly, it does not promote homosexuality as 
has been alleged by some quarters in various social 
media content. However, the university believes in 
equal rights and opportunities for every single human 
being to realize their potential,” the statement added.

When the hills cry for help
Politically influential gang continues to raze red hillocks in Tangail

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Once what were beautiful hillocks of 
red earth, are now barren lands.

The Sal and Gajari trees which 
used to adorn the place, have also 
disappeared.

The red earth hillocks, locally known 
as “Tila” or “Chala,” that once dotted the 
Madhupur Garh region from Gazipur 
to Tangail districts have been gradually 
destroyed over the years. 

In areas like Tarafpur, Asgana, 
Banshtali, and Latifpur in Tangail’s 
Mirzapur upazila, the hills were leveled 
and the trees cut down.

Environmentalists blame the greed 
of unscrupulous people and negligence 
of the authorities concerned for the 
razing of hillocks in Mirzapur, Ghatail, 
Sakhipur and Madhupur upazilas of 
Tangail.

Some locally influential people with 
political backing are allegedly involved 

in levelling the hillocks to sell the red 
earth to traders. The earth is used in 
producing bricks at kilns, for road 
construction, and filling of 
ponds and low lying areas. 

The felled trees are 
sold for wood.

The status quo 
is destroying the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
balance on one 
hand and increasing 

the risk of natural disasters, such as 
landslides, on the other. Also, heavy 
trucks used for transporting the earth 

are damaging the rural roads 
as well as polluting the 

environment with dust 
and smoke, said green 

activists.
As per locals, 

Aminur Rahman, 
Ashraf Akanda, 
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Ctg airport health 
official held with 
four gold bars

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Customs officials yesterday 
arrested a health officer of 
Chattogram airport and 
recovered four gold bars from 
his possession.

The arrestee, MZA Sharif, 
works at the Emergency 

Medical Services Department 
of the airport, said Assistant 

Commissioner of Custom House Alif 
Rahman Nirvul.

To smuggle the gold, the doctor allegedly used 
the VIP channel pretending to provide emergency 
medical care to one of the passengers, Md Alauddin, 
of a flight arriving from the UAE, he said.

Based on a tip-off, customs officials monitored 
the doctor’s moves for the past few days and 
arrested him yesterday.

“Legal action is being taken against the 
passenger and the doctor,” he said.

Following the incident, Sharif got suspended and 
the DGHS formed a two-member probe committee 
to investigate the incident, said officials.


