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Global watchdog 
proposes new 
ethics code 
to combat 
greenwashing
REUTERS, London

Firms that check environmental, social and 
governance claims made by companies will be 
asked to follow a proposed new ethics code to 
help combat greenwashing, the chief of a global 
standards body told Reuters.

Trillions of dollars have flowed into investment 
funds touting green credentials, but these can be 
misleading, a practice known as greenwashing. As 
a result, companies are increasingly being asked 
to disclose more about their actions on climate 
change and other issues such as board diversity.

Companies in the European Union and globally 
from this year will have to use new, mandatory 
disclosures on ESG and climate-related factors in 
their annual reports for 2024 and onwards.

These disclosures will need checking by external 
auditors as a safeguard against greenwashing.

Gabriela Figueiredo Dias, chair of the 
International Ethics Standards Board for 
Accountants (IESBA), said it was proposing revisions 
and additions to its ethics standards for auditing 
sustainability information from companies.

The IESBA is an independent global body 
that sets ethics standards for business and other 
organisations.

The standards spell out best practice for 
verifying a company’s sustainability claims by 
offering detailed instructions in areas such as 
accounting for the impact of corporate actions 
on emissions, relying on outside experts, and 
identifying and tackling conflicts of interest.

“There is nothing more central to sustainable 
finance than the information that is provided to 
those who decide to invest or fund projects and 
businesses.”

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(JAN 29, 

2024)

Tk 62-Tk 75

Tk 50-Tk 54

Tk 48-Tk 50

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 155-Tk 165

Tk 40-Tk 50

Tk 90-Tk 100

Tk 45-Tk 48

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

1.48

6.12

3.16

0

1.59

-25.00

0

5.68

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

1.48

8.33

-16.95

10.26

-5.33

63.64

153.33

9.41

SOURCE: TCB

Haier launches new products 
at partners’ meet programme
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Haier, one of the top global appliance 
brands, recently launched a new 
product line-up in the Bangladeshi 
market at a partners’ meet programme, 
styled “Forward Together”, at the 
International Convention City 
Bashundhara in Dhaka.

The Solar Hybrid AC and the S900 
series QLED TV were included in the new 
product line-up.

“Combi Series” Washer Dryer Combo 
and 316 series top load washing machine, 
HRB-700KGU1 refrigerator, and the HCF-
230GE and HCF-175GE freezer models 
alongside “Shock Proof” water heaters 

were also unveiled.
Wang Xiangjing, deputy managing 

director of Haier Bangladesh, 
inaugurated the programme as chief 
guest, read a press release.

“As a representative of the real 
economy, Haier has been constantly 
focusing on the industry and developing 
businesses in smart home and living, and 
industrial internet sectors and building 
high-end scenario and ecosystem 
brands,” said Xiangjing.

“With continuous innovation and new 
technology, Haier Bangladesh Limited 
will facilitate Bangladeshi customers 
to experience the best when it comes to 
using home appliances,” he added.

Wang Xiangjing, deputy managing director of Haier Bangladesh, inaugurates a 
new product line of the company for its customers in the country at a partner’s 
meet programme, styled “Forward Together”, at International Convention City 
Bashundhara in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: HAIER BANGLADESH

Aqua Paints organises sales conference
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Aqua Paints recently held its “Sales 
Conference 2024”, styled “Next 
Billion Promise” in Cox’s Bazar.

Ramzul Seraj, managing director 
of the paints and coatings company, 
and Sajedur Seraj, deputy managing 

director, virtually joined the event, 
the company said in a press release.

Shayaan Seraj, director of the 
company, attended the conference.

“It might be just the beginning 
towards billions, but our promise is 
to deliver the best to our consumers 
with new innovations and initiatives. 

We are hopeful and geared up 
to reach our consumers more 
effectively in 2024,” said Seraj.

Among others, SM Ahsanul 
Karim, executive director (factory), 
Md Minhaz Uddin Talukder, head of 
sales, and Shafath Zameel, head of 
project, were also present.

Shayaan Seraj, director of Aqua Paints, poses for photographs with participants of a “Sales Conference 2024” in 
Cox’s Bazar recently. PHOTO: AQUA PAINTS

Social Islami Bank arranges business 
development meeting

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Social Islami Bank recently arranged 
its “Business Development Meeting” 
in Khulna.

Zafar Alam, managing director 
and CEO of the bank, attended 
the meeting as chief guest, read a 
press release. Alam said that despite 

various global setbacks, all the 
business indicators of the bank were 
moving in a positive direction.

“The budget of 2024 has already 
been prepared and strategies to 
implement this have also been 
formulated,” he said. He urged 
everyone to give their utmost effort 
to achieve the targets of 2024.

Mohammad Forkanullah, Abdul 
Hannan Khan and Mohammad 
Habibur Rahman, deputy managing 
directors of the bank, Mohammad 
Mosle Uddin, head for Khulna zone, 
Md Moniruzzaman, head of marketing 
and brand communication, and 
branch managers for the Khulna 
region were among those present.

Zafar Alam, managing director and CEO of Social Islami Bank, attends a “Business Development Meeting” of the 
bank for officers of Khulna region in Khulna recently. 

PHOTO: SOCIAL ISLAMI BANK

Bank Asia inks deal with Rural  
Development Academy

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bank Asia Ltd has signed an agreement with 
Rural Development Academy (RDA), Bogura 
aiming to provide a “two-storey agriculture with 
solar power irrigation system” to the poor and 
marginal farmers nationwide under the bank’s 
corporate social responsibility.

Tahmidur Rashid, senior executive vice-
president and head of CRM division of the 
bank, and Md Ferdous Hossain Khan, director 
of the RDA, inked the deal at Bank Asia Tower 
in Karwan Bazar, Dhaka recently, said a press 
release.

Shafiuzzaman, president and managing 
director (current charge) of the bank, and ANM 
Mahfuz, additional managing director, along 
with other officials of both organisations were 
also present. 

Tahmidur Rashid, senior executive vice-president and head of CRM division of Bank Asia, and Md Ferdous Hossain Khan, 
director of Rural Development Academy (RDA), Bogura, exchange signed documents of an agreement at Bank Asia 
Tower in Karwan Bazar, Dhaka recently.  PHOTO: BANK ASIA

Community Bank holds 
board meeting

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Community Bank Bangladesh yesterday 
organised its 49th board meeting at the 
police headquarters in Dhaka.

Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, the 
inspector general of police, Bangladesh 
and chairman of the bank, presided over 
the meeting, the bank said in a press 
release.

Masud Khan and Kazi Masihur 
Rahman, independent directors of the 
bank, and Masihul Huq Chowdhury, 
managing director and CEO, also 

attended the meeting.
A number of important decisions were 

taken on the investment proposals and 
different agenda on policy matters of the 
bank during the meeting.

Md Kamrul Ahsan, additional IG (admin) 
of Bangladesh Police, M Khurshid Hossain, 
director general of Rapid Action Battalion, 
Md Monirul Islam, additional IG of special 
branch of Bangladesh Police, Md Mazharul 
Islam, additional IG of L&AA, Md Atiqul 
Islam, additional IG of crime and operations, 
Abu Hasan Muhammad Tarique, additional 
IG (finance), were present. 

Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, inspector general of police and chairman of 
Community Bank Bangladesh, presides over the bank’s 49th board meeting held at 
the police headquarters in Dhaka yesterday. PHOTO: COMMUNITY BANK BANGLADESH


