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Students of Bogachotor Govt 
Primary School will no longer 
have to attend classes at 
tin-shed classrooms, inset, or 
have their studies disrupted 
due to waterlogging, thanks to 
the newly-constructed three-
story structure. PHOTO: STAR

School and cyclone 
shelter, all under one roof

Earthen classrooms transform into a 
three-storey building

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Gone are the days of despair for 
students of   Bogachotor Government 
Primary School. Yesterday, they moved 
from their earthen classrooms with 
tin-shed roofs to a three-story building 
-- a move that brought smiles on the 
faces of little ones.

For years, students like Tasmin 
Akhter dealt with unbearable summer 
heat and inundated classrooms during 
monsoon in the makeshift structures 
which they called school. But those 
struggles are officially a thing of the 
past.

Tasmin, a fifth grader, couldn’t 
contain her joy. “We won’t have to 
suffer in the heat anymore,” she said. 
“And rainy days won’t disrupt our 
studies.”

The new building represents more 

than just brick and mortar. It will 
also serve as a shelter during natural 
disasters like cyclones.

Reed Aeschliman, mission director 
of USAID, and Md Kamrul Hasan, 
secretary of the ministry of disaster 
management, jointly inaugurated the 
new multi-purpose disaster shelter 
and school building in Cox’s Bazar.

The new facility is one of 25 multi-
purpose disaster shelters built in Cox’s 
Bazar and Bandarban districts under 
a  $13 million USAID-funded project 
implemented by CARE Bangladesh, 
Save the Children, GRAUS, and local 
construction partners. 

The three-storied shelter can protect 
up to 500 people during cyclones, 
floods and other disasters. The shelter 
also features a first aid room with a 
hospital bed, a wheelchair-accessible 
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Khadijatul 
discharged 
from one 
DSA case
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A court yesterday discharged 
Jagannath University 
student Khadijatul Kubra 
from one of the two Digital 
Security Act cases she was 
accused in.

The other case was 
postponed for hearing till 
February 29.

Dhaka Cyber Tribunal 
judge AM Zulfiqar Hayat 
passed the order.

However, she was not 
discharged from the case 
because the court deemed 
her not-guilty. Rather, the 
judge stated that she was 
being dismissed from one 
case because two cases 
concerning one incident 
cannot run simultaneously.

The bench officer 
confirmed this with The 
Daily Star.

Khadija was accused in 
two cases filed by Kalabagan 
and New Market police on 
October 11 and October 19, 
2020, respectively.

The court dismissed the 
Kalabagan case, while the 
other is up for hearing.

Khadija suffered over 14 
months of jail in the DSA 
cases and finally walked 
out of jail on November 20, 
2023, after securing bail 
from the Supreme Court.

She was denied bail 
a total of seven times, 
according to her family.

The student was sued at 
the age of 17 for hosting a 
Facebook webinar where 
a guest speaker, Delwar 
Hossain, a retired army 
officer, made contentious 
remarks.

Delwar, an expatriate, 
was also accused in these 
cases.
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35 more 
Covid cases 
in 24hrs
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh reported 35 
more Covid-19 cases in 
24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

With the new numbers, 
the country’s total 
Covid-19 caseload rose to 
2,046,998, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS). 

The official death 
toll from the disease 
remained unchanged 
at 29,481 as no new 
fatalities were reported 
during this period. 

The daily case test 
positivity rate stood 
at 8.06 percent as 434 
samples were tested, said 
the DGHS. 

The recovery and 
death rates remained 
unchanged at 98.41 
percent and 1.44 percent, 
respectively. 

25 more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-five dengue 
patients were hospitalised 
in the last 24 hours till 
yesterday morning.

 The total number of 
dengue cases this year 
rose to 1,006 with the 
new patients, according 
to DGHS. 

The total number 
of deaths this year is 
14 so far. A total of 135 
dengue patients are still 
undergoing treatment 
at different hospitals 
across the country.

Among the total cases, 
857 dengue patients have 
already been released.

Last year, the country 
witnessed 1705 dengue-
related deaths and a total 
of 321,179 reported cases.

Time running 
out for Gulatola

Encroachment, pollution killing the canal
DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Permanent concrete structures 
being constructed by encroaching 
parts of Gulatola canal and dumping 
of solid wastes is putting the final 
nails in the coffin of the waterbody.

The two-kilometre-long canal in 
Khulna’s Dumuria upazila, which 
flows through Mirzapur village, 
used to be a lifeline for farmers by 
providing water for irrigation to 
around 5,000 acres of arable lands.

It also used to connect with 
Basjatra canal and Koiya river, while 
serving as a channel to drain out 
rainwater during monsoon.

However, the canal is now 
awaiting its demise. Once 150-feet 
wide, the canal is now only around 
20-30 feet wide in most places.

Around 400 residents of 
Madhobkati, Gutudia, Ghona, Amvita, 
Salua, Rangpur, Beel-Dakatia, 
Ramkrishnapur, and Hasanpur 
villages under Dumuria upazila 

depend on the canal for different 
reasons, including agriculture, 
domestic use, and transportation.

Farmers from at least 12 villages 
around the canal are facing a water 
shortage during irrigation season. 
Meanwhile, hundreds of bighas of 
paddy fields go under rainwater 
during monsoon as the canal can 
no longer drain out excess water.

“The canal is in a critical condition. 
Household garbage is being dumped 
into it regularly, while local influential 
people have been shrinking the 
waterbody by occupying its banks 
illegally and building structures,” 
said Debashis Mondal, a local union 
parishad member.

“Some officials of Bangladesh 
Water Development Board visited 
the canal a few months ago, but no 
step has been taken,” he added.

Ganash Chandra Mondal, a local 
farmer said, “I used to carry my 
paddy on a boat through the canal. 
But for the last couple of years, it 

is no longer possible due to lack of 
navigability. Now I have to spend 
over Tk 2,000 to carry the goods 
using a van or cart.’ 

Over the last five years or so, 
paddy fields are regularly getting 
inundated with rainwater during 
monsoon for 15-25 days, said Binoy 
Krishna Bachar of Sajiyara village.

Echoing the same, Debbroto 
Mondal of Rangpur village said, “My 
four bighas of fish enclosures got 
submerged last year as rainwater 
could not drain out through the 
canal.” 

“Due to the canal’s present 
condition, the fate of over 1,500 
fish enclosures located around 
Beel-Dakatia area now hangs in the 
balance,” he added.

Gazi Md Humayun Kabir Bulu, 
chairman of Dumuria upazila 
parishad, said, “We want the canal 
to be revived through excavation 
after proper survey. The illegal 
encroachers must also be evicted.”

Due to encroachment and pollution, Gulatola canal in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila is struggling to survive.
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