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Missing driver 
found dead 
after four days 
in Noakhali
STAR REPORT

The body of an auto-
rickshaw driver was 
recovered from a garden 
in Noakhali’s Begumganj 
upazila yesterday, four days 
after he went missing.

Morshed Alam Mamun, 
20, son of Kabir Hossain 
from Bakipur village in 
Rajganj union, had been 
missing since Monday, said 
Begumganj Model Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Mohammad Anwarul 
Islam.

Mamun was last seen 
driving his battery-
operated auto-rickshaw 
on Monday. His vehicle has 
not been found, said law 
enforcers.

Mamun’s family filed a 
GD with Begumganj Model 
Police Station on Tuesday 
after failing to find him. 

A local woman found 
Mamun’s partially 
decomposed body in the 
garden behind a house 
in Madhabpur village 
yesterday morning.

The body was sent to 
the 250-bed Noakhali 
General Hospital morgue 
for autopsy.

“The body bears marks 
of minor injuries. Initially, 
it is believed that the 
auto-rickshaw driver was 
strangled,” said the police 
official. 

The official said they 
would be able to disclose 
details after the autopsy 
report and investigation.

Climate change must
FROM PAGE 5

Inner Wheel clubs 
worldwide focus on 
friendship, personal service, 
fostering international 
understanding, and 
engaging in various 
charitable and 

community service 
projects, contributing to 
social development and 
humanitarian causes.

District 328, the first 
Inner Wheel district in 
Bangladesh, was formed in 
1985 and has 60 clubs in it.

BNP a master
FROM PAGE 3

As long as BNP carries out 
their movement, the “Peace 
and Democracy rally” of AL 
will continue, he added.

BNP started its two-
day black flag march in 
district headquarters 
and metropolitan areas 
yesterday, demanding the 
release of their activists 
and cancellation of the 
parliament.

AL will hold its today in 
front of its central office on 
Bangabandhu Avenue in 
the capital. 

They scalped 500 train
FROM PAGE 3

A total of 1,244 train 
tickets of different routes, 
14 mobile phones, and Tk 
20,000 in cash were seized 
from them.

“Selim had been running 
his gang at Kamalapur for 
35 years while Uttam at 
Airport Station for 15 years. 
They used to block and 
subsequently collect the 
tickets of different trains 
from railway servers and 
booking counters with the 
help of corrupt employees. 
The gang members used 
to take 50 percent of the 
profit after sale, while the 
rest was given to the railway 
employees,” Moin said.

They paid each 
individual Tk 100 for 
gathering four tickets using 
their NIDs, accumulating 
around 500 tickets daily 
through this method. 

Additionally, the 
arrested individuals also 
employed students to 
purchase tickets on their 
behalf.

During special holidays 
such as Eid, Puja, and 
weekends, the arrested 
individuals collaborated 
with railway employees 
and online ticket selling 
companies. They used to 
reach out to the IT officers 
of the companies and 
instruct them to cause 
disruption in their servers, 
making sure passengers 
couldn’t buy tickets online, 
said Moin.

Sunflower wonderland!
FROM PAGE 3

While sunflower cultivation 
has traditionally been 
overlooked by farmers, 
its popularity is on the 
rise due to the increased 
demand for sunflower oil.

Md Rafikul Islam, 
deputy director of BADC 
(seed), said sunflower 
seed production has been 
increasing in the farm over 
the last few years.

He said  sunflowers 
are being cultivated to 
produce high-quality seeds 
that will be supplied to 

agriculture departments 
across the country. The 
government is promoting 
sunflower cultivation as 
a way to reduce import 
dependence.

“Sunflower production 
began here three years ago. 
This is one of the largest 
farms of BADC and has 
been cultivating sunflowers 
on three acres,” the deputy 
director added. “This is not 
a tourist spot but we can’t 
stop visitors as people are 
attracted by the natural 
beauty.”

Where influentials
FROM PAGE 5

Due to commercial 
importance, cost of getting 
access to the shoal land for 
cultivation has been rising 
rapidly over the last few 
years, sources said.

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Subir Kumar Das, 
UNO of Ishwardi upazila 
claimed there has been no 
complaint regarding these 
matters.
ORIGIN OF LAND 
LEASING
Asked about the reason 
behind giving lease of 
the land in this way 
instead of traditional land 
management rule, the UNO 
said it is because of a court 
order.

“A case is pending with 
the court over a long-
standing land dispute. 
Until the case is solved, the 
court ordered a yearly lease 
of the land to avoid hassle,” 
said the UNO.

Ever since Decreer Char 
rose from the river bed after 
the nation’s independence, 
several groups in Pabna 
Sadar and Ishwardi upazilas 
were trying to control the 
land using muscle power, 
and engaged in clashes that 
led to loss of lives.

After two such rival 
groups -- Jafir Uddin 
Gong and Sharif Bishwas 
Gong -- had confronted 
each other to grab the 
shoal land during crop 
harvest in 1997, the local 
administration decided to 
impose Section 144 in the 
area, before a case was filed 
and the matter went into 

court.
The additional district 

magistrate’s court later 
passed an order directing 
the local administration 
to give the shoal land on 
yearly lease. Since then, the 
vast land has been leased 
to the politically influential 
people of the ruling party.

Over the past 15 years, the 
local ruling Awami League 
men, their associates and 
relatives have been getting 
lease of the shoal land, and 
making crores by engaging 
in illegally encroaching the 
land or sub-leasing those 
to farmers in exchange of 
money.

The previous lawmaker’s 
men are controlling the 
shoal land as per last year’s 
lease. But new faces may 
come in control this year as 
the political situation has 
changed in the area after 
the January election, they 
added.

Earlier, during BNP’s 
tenure, it was the same, 
said Md Saidul Pramanik, 
a local pro-BNP leader who 
used to cultivate on the 
shoal but is no longer able 
to do so due to his political 
affiliation.

Contacted, former 
lawmaker Nuruzzaman 
Bishwas said the existing 
leasing system for Decreer 
Char’s land has been 
maintained over the years 
to keep peace.

Asked about his relative 
Nazmul getting a lease, the 
former MP claimed he did 
not influence the leasing 
procedure.

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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Hit by police
FROM PAGE 3

Roman died while 
undergoing treatment 
around 2:00am.

Quoting witnesses, 
Selim said a police truck hit 
Roman and his colleague as 
they were returning home 
after work.

Further information 
regarding the incident could 
not be known immediately.
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To connect 7,000 residents of three villages of Kharia Kazir Char union in Sreebordi upazila, Local Government Engineering Department 
constructed a bridge in 2006. However, in 2017, the approach road to the bridge collapsed and has remained unrepaired since then, much to 
the woes of locals.

BRIDGE OVER BOYSHA CANAL

Six years on, still 
no approach roads
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Due to the absence of an approach road, 
the bridge over Boysha canal in Sherpur 
has been making things arduous for 
locals for the past six years.

To connect 7,000 residents of three 
villages of Kharia Kazir Char union in 
Sreebordi upazila, Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
constructed the bridge in 2006.

However, in 2017, the approach 
road to the bridge collapsed and has 
remained unrepaired since then, much 
to the woes of locals.

Visiting the location recently, this 
correspondent saw the villagers facing 
much hassle to reach the bridge using a 
makeshift structure made of wood and 
bamboo.

The local representative had 
repeatedly requested the authorities 
concerned to repair the approach road, 
but to no avail, they said.

“We formed a human chain two 
years ago, demanding repairs to the 
bridge’s approach road, but no step was 
taken in this regard. As such, we are not 
getting any benefit from the bridge,” 
said a villager.

“Schoolchildren, elderly people, and 
farmers carrying their agricultural 
produce to markets are the worst 

sufferers. Sometimes they fall into 
the canal while using the makeshift 
structure to reach the bridge and suffer 
injuries while using alternative routes, 
which is costly,” said Ashraf Miah, a 
local.

Al-Amin Hossain, a sixth-grader, 
said every day his father helps him cross 
the canal with his bicycle, and then he 
goes to school.

Dulal Miah, local union parishad 
chairman, said The UNO and LGED 
engineers in the upazila have been 
urged to take steps several times, but to 
no avail.

Contacted, Sreebardi upazila LGED 
engineer Md Moshiur Rahman said they 
are trying to solve the problem soon.

Newly-elected lawmaker ADM 
Shahidul Islam said he will try to take 
quick action in this regard.

Schoolchildren, elderly 
people, and farmers are the 
worst sufferers. Sometimes 

they fall into the canal 
while using the makeshift 

structure to reach the 
bridge and suffer injuries.

ASHRAF MIAH, a local

‘Stop pay scale 
discrimination’
Demand RMG workers, 

activists at human chain
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Garment Sramik Sanghati held a protest 
rally in front of Jatiya Press Club in the capital yesterday, 
demanding a stop to pay scale discrimination and 
retrenchment of workers.

They also demanded withdrawal of false cases 
against workers and leaders and compensation for four 
people killed in the  movement for fair wage.

According to Taslima Akhtar, president of Garment 
Sramik Sanghati, RMG workers began receiving the 
newly-announced government wages from January. 
However, it has not met the workers’ expectations, as 
they had requested Tk 25,000 but only got Tk 12,500.

Another concern arises from a deceptive practice 
where owners manipulate workers’ grades to pay lower 
wages, she said.  

This unfair tactic disproportionately affects senior 
and skilled workers, leaving them deprived of their 
rightful earnings, she said.

The speakers at the programme also demanded a 
hike in wages in all grades.


