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Workshop on climate 
change loss held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A workshop on loss and damage caused by 
climate change was held at Khulna city’s 
CSS AVA Centre yesterday.

The speakers at the programme, 
organised by ADAMS, highlighted how 
people are becoming homeless due to 
various disasters -- including storms, 
floods, river erosion, heavy rains, tides, and 
salinity of the land. 

Many of them have lost their livelihoods 
and are living in the slums of Khulna city, 
they said. 

As there is no exact number of climate 
refugees, the victims do not get proper 
health and sanitation facilities, they 
further emphasised. 

 Khulna City Corporation Mayor 
Talukder Abdul Khaleque was present as 
the chief guest.
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JOURNO NADIM MURDER

SC extends stay 
on HC bail for 
prime accused
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday extended its 
chamber judge’s order that stayed the High Court 
bail for suspended UP chairman Mahmudul Alam 
Babu, the prime accused in the murder case of 
Jamalpur-based journalist Golam Rabbani Nadim.

A five-member bench of the Appellate Division 
headed by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan passed the 
order after disposing of a leave to appeal petition 
filed by the state, challenging the HC order that 
granted bail to Mahmudul.

Following the order, Mahmudul cannot get 
released from jail.

Nadim, who was the Jamalpur district 
correspondent of Banglanews24.com and also the 
Bakshiganj upazila correspondent of Ekattor TV, 
died on June 15 last year, a day after being attacked 
allegedly by supporters of Mahmudul.

CAPSIZE IN PATURIA

Ferry Rajanigandha 
salvaged after 7 days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Rajanigandha, the ferry that sank in the Padma 
river near Manikganj’s Paturia a week ago, was 
salvaged and brought to shore on Wednesday night. 

The ferry was anchored in the Solar Power Panel 
Project area near Paturia Terminal at 10:45pm, 
said Lt Shah Poran Emon, head of the Navy’s 
diving team that conducted the rescue operations.

He said the rescue operations were hampered 
due to heavy current in the river, fog and the cold 
weather.

The sunken ferry and all the goods-laden 
vehicles were rescued and the body of the missing 
second engine master of the ferry have already been 
recovered. There is nothing left to salvage, he said.

SECURITY CONFCE

PM to visit Munich 
on February 16-18
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will be visiting 
Germany to attend the Munich Security 
Conference to be held on February 16-18. 

This will be her first foreign visit after 
she assumed the office for the fifth time 
following the January 7 elections.  

“The prime minister has decided to attend 
the Munich conference. The discussions on 
bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the 
conference are underway,” Foreign Minister 
Hasan Mahmud told journalists yesterday.

The Munich Security Conference 2024 
will offer unique opportunity for high-
level debates on the world’s most pressing 
security challenges. 

Additionally, the conference will 
celebrate its 60th anniversary up to and 
during the next main conference that 
will be an assembly of senior decision-
makers and thought-leaders from around 
the world for discussions on the most 
pressing international security concerns 
in February 2024.

The conference takes place at a time 
when there are a number of crises affecting 
the global economy, including the 
Russia-Ukraine war and Israel-Palestine 
war, which has serious implications for 
Bangladesh as well. 

Chinese Communist Party’s Vice Minister of the International Department Sun Haiyan greets Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
with a bouquet at Gono Bhaban yesterday.
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Hope for ICU patients
CMCH’s new 32-bed ward opens tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chattogram

Following a heart attack last Saturday, 
Nur Mohammad Chowdhury, a retired 
postmaster, was rushed to 
Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital.

Doctors recommended 
his immediate admission 
to the intensive care unit 
but there was no vacant 
bed at the hospital’s 20-
bed ICU. 

Kept in waiting by the 
on-duty doctors, his family 
members tried their best to find 
a bed. However, Nur’s condition kept 
deteriorating until his heart finally gave 
up the next day. 

At least 15 patients, suffering from 
respiratory failure, heart attack, brain 
stroke, burn injuries, kidney dialysis, 
trauma and head injuries arrive at the 

hospital with an urgent need for 
intensive care. However, only one out of 
two are able to find a bed, that too if a 
patient gets discharged or dies, said Dr 

Harun-ur-Rashid, head of Anesthesia 
and Intensive Care at CMCH.

With that in mind, the hospital is 
going to launch a new 32-bed ICU 
tomorrow to ease patients’ sufferings.

“This hospital witnesses around 15 
such deaths daily, while their loved ones 
make their best efforts to find them a 
place at the ICU,” he mentioned, adding 
that the new 32-bed unit will help 
improve the situation.

Health minister Dr Samanta Lal Sen is 
scheduled to inaugurate the new unit as 
chief guest tomorrow morning.

CMCH director Brig Gen Shamim 
Ahsan said, “The 2,200-bed hospital 
needs an ICU with a capacity of at 
least 100 beds. We plan to increase the 
number gradually.”
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