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The recently renovated Dhaka Gate has finally been restored to its full glory, following years of neglect. The Tk 80
lakh restoration project also saw new pillars and lights added to the structure, originally built in the 17th century.

Restoring Dhaka’s lost
past with ‘Dhaka Gate’

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

In the heart of present-day Dhaka,
amidst the bustling streets and
vibrant energy, stands a silent
sentinel, a relic of a bygone era -- the
Dhaka Gate.

Built during the Mughal reign,
this historical monument located
near the Doyel Chattar area of
Dhaka University served as the city’s
sole entrance from the 17th to early
19th century.

Until recently, the Dhaka Gate
lay forgotten and neglected,
surrounded by shrubbery, covered
in posters, and tucked away in a

the progress they had made.

“We’ve tried to restore the gate
to its original glory. Besides the old
look, we’ve added pinnacles to the
pillars on both sides of the gate. We
have also installed lights on them, so
that it looks better at night. We're
still experimenting with the lighting
setup,” said Prof Sayeed, also a
heritage specialist.

been put on display right beside the
newly-renovated gate.

After  completion of  the
renovation, the Dhaka Gate was
inaugurated by DSCC Mayor Sheikh
Fazle Noor Taposh yesterday. Noted
historian Prof Muntassir Mamoon
was also present at the event.

Dhaka Gate was originally known
as the gate of Mir Jumla, the Mughal
governor of Bengal who played a
crucial role in protecting Dhaka and
its inhabitants from pirate raids.

It stands as one of the oldest
examples of Mughal architecture in
the capital, and it holds a significant
place in the city’s past. Over the

Invest 4pc of GDP
in education

Speakers tell Campe event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Campaign for Popular Education (Campe) yesterday
urged the government to invest at least 4 percent of
GDP in education to recover losses from the pandemic.

The organisation also called for transparency
and accountability in education by resisting
commercialisation -- including the sale of textbooks,
guidebooks, and coaching services.

Campe presented their demands at a views-exchange
meeting titled “Learning for Lasting Peace” held on the
occasion of International Education Day at Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre in the capital.

Shamsun Nahar Koly of Campe presented the
recommendations at the programme.

Kazi Khaliquzzaman, chairperson of Education
Watch, said, “We need to stop experimenting with
the education system. We have seen many changes in
recent years, which created chaos in this sector.”

Simeen Hussain Rimi, state minister of Women and
Children Affairs, stressed the importance of training

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Four to die for
Killing driver

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A Munshiganj court yesterday sentenced four persons
to death and three others to two years’ imprisonment
for killing an auto-rickshaw driver in Munshiganj’s
Lauhajong in 2020.

Judge Khaleda Yasmin Urmi of the Additional District
and Sessions Judge (Second) Court delivered the verdict.

The death row convicts are Rubel Islam Nayan,
Mohammad Razel, Akram Molla and Hasan Sheikh.

The others are Amir Hossain, Kajal Sheikh and Abul
Kalam. Of them, Kalam is on the run.

According to the case, on September 29, 2020,
Ashraful Islam left home around 6:00pm with his
auto-rickshaw.

Two hours later, his father Rafiqul Islam came to
know that his son was found dead with his throat slit
at Goalimandra, Louhajong.

He was declared dead at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. Rafiqul filed a murder case against nine
people with Louhajong Police Station.

KHALEDA GRAFT CASE
Hearing on
charge framing
adjourned

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
adjourned until February
15 the hearing on charge
framing in the Gatco
graft case against BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
and 14 others.

Judge Muhammad Ali Hussain of Special
Judge’s Court-3 of Dhaka passed the order,
Khaleda’s lawyer Syed Zaynal Abedin Meshbah
told The Daily Star.

Before the order was passed, Meshbah told the
court that senior lawyer Masud Ahmed Talukder,
who will argue in support of discharging Khaleda
from charges of the case, went abroad and could
not take part in the hearing. So, it should be
adjourned.

Khasru gets
bail in one case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

BNP Standing Committee
Member Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury
yesterday secured bail
in one more case filed
with Paltan Model Police
Station over  political
violence centring the BNP rally in Dhaka on
October 28 last year.

He has now secured bail in nine cases, according
to his lawyers.

However, the magistrate rejected his bail
petition in another case filed with Ramna Model
Police Station over the attack on the chief justice’s
residence on October 28.

Khasru therefore cannot walk out of jail, said
his lawyer Md Asaduzzaman.
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