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No normal Israel
ties without path
to Palestinian
state: Saudi FM

REUTERS, Washington

Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister said there
can be no normalisation of ties with Israel
without resolving the Palestinian issue,
he told CNN in an interview that aired on
Sunday.

Asked if there could be no normal ties
without a path to a credible and irreversible
Palestinian state, Prince Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud told CNN’s Fareed Zakaria: “That’s
the only way we’re going to get the benefit.
So, yes, because we need stability and only
stability will come through the resolving
the Palestinian issue.”

The foreign minister’s remarks were
part of an interview originally taped on the
sidelines of the World Economic Forum
held last week in Davos, Switzerland, and
aired Sunday on CNN.

De-escalation of the conflict in Gaza
and halting civilian deaths is a key focus of
Saudi Arabia, the minister said.

Pandemic accord
hangs in the
balance: WHO

AFP, Geneva

The head of the World Health Organization
yesterday voiced fears that countries will fail to
strike a pandemic preparedness agreement by May,
saying “future generations may not forgive us”.
Shaken by the Covid-19 pandemic, the WHO’s 194
member states are negotiating an international
accord aimed at ensuring countries are better
equipped to deal with the next health catastrophe,
or to prevent it altogether. The plan was to seal
the agreement at the 2024 annual meeting of
the World Health Assembly, the WHO’s decision-
making body, which convenes on May 27. But WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said time was
running out -- and if nobody is prepared to budge,
the whole project risks going nowhere. At the
opening of the WHO’s executive board meeting
in Geneva, Tedros reminded countries that world
leaders at the UNGA had agreed a commitment
to resolve negotiations on the pandemic accord,
and amendments to the IHR, by May this year.
“I must say I'm concerned that member states
may not meet that commitment. Time is very
short. And there are several outstanding issues
that remain to be resolved,” Tedros said. Failure

“What we are seeing is the Israelis are . . . . . . L. . to deliver the agreement would be “a missed
crushing Gaza, the civilian population of A woman mourns for her relative while people bury bodies of Palestinians, killed in an Israeli strike, at the Nasser hospital opportunity for which future generations may
Gaza,” he said. premises in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS not forgive us,” he said.
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Afghanistan. Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi There were no immediate :cllternauve to Trl_lmp ahead of the general election
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p )
consistently claimed Kabul is giving safe annihilating Hamas in its devastating three- to its 27-member countries, suggesting a assaults on the border four criminal prosecutions. Trump has pleaded
Y giving p p p
haven to militants. month-old war in the Gaza Strip, Borrell told roadmap to peace in the conflict. regions of Russia. not guilty in all the cases.
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