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Cumilla mayoral by-election 
same day, upazila polls after Eid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission will hold the 
polls to the Mymensingh City Corporation 
and the Cumilla City Corporation mayoral 
by-polls on March 9.

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman 
announced the date yesterday. 

While talking with reporters at the 
EC office, he also said the first phase of 
upazila parishad election will be held after 
Eid-ul-Fitr.

Polls in Mymensingh and Cumilla 
will take place from 8:00am to 4:00pm 
without any break using the electronic 

voting machines, Anisur said.
Awami League mayoral candidate 

Ekramul Haque Titu was elected 
uncontested in the last Mymensingh city 
elections held on May 5, 2019. 

Councillors for 33 general wards and 
11 reserved wards were also elected at the 
election.

The mayoral post of Cumilla City 
Corporation remained vacant since 
December 13 last year, following the death 
of mayor Arfanul Haque Rifat. 

Arfanul was elected in 2022 defeating 
two-time mayor Monirul Haque Sakku.

Coastal bird 
survey begins
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

The monitoring of migratory birds 
started in Bhola yesterday morning.

A team from  International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and 
Bangladesh Bird Club will survey coastal 
mudflats of  mostly Sundarbans and 
surrounding islands for seven days.

30 more get 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thirty dengue patients 
were hospitalised in 
the last 24 hours till 
yesterday morning, four 
of whom were from 
Dhaka.

With the new cases, 
the total number of 
cases this year rose to 
883, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

A total of 14 people 
have died of the 
mosquito-borne disease 
this year.

A total of 151 dengue 
patients are still 
undergoing treatment 
at different hospitals 
across the country.

Among the total 
cases, 718 dengue 
patients have already 
been released.

Last year, the country 
witnessed 1,705 dengue-
related deaths and a 
total of 3,21,179 reported 
cases.

With the sun yet to peek through the fog, a fisherman sets off to Surma river on his small dinghy early yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Illegal structures 
on Meghna, 
Gomti demolished
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Some illegal structures on the west bank 
of the Meghna and Gomti river in Gazaria 
of Munshiganj were demolished yesterday. 

The Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Authority (BIWTA) conducted 
a drive in the area from morning to noon. 
After demolishing the illegal structures, 
Meghna Logistics was fined Tk 50,000 
for occupying the river.

The other illegal structures that were 
demolished included a shed of Pacific 
Denims Limited, Grambangla NPK 
Fertilizer Limited and parts of a few 
illegal coal sheds. 

Executive Magistrate Hasan Maruf 
said, “In two days, 120 bighas of land 
have been freed from encroachment. Our 
drive will continue.” 

9 including mother, child 
killed in road accidents

STAR REPORT

At least nine people died in 
road accidents across the 
country yesterday.

In Mymensingh, three 
people, including a mother 
and her child, were killed 
and four others injured 
when a truck rammed into a 
battery-run auto-rickshaw on 
Mymensingh-Tangail highway 
in Muktagacha upazila in the 
afternoon.

The deceased were identified 
as Hasina Khatun, 35, and 
her three-year-old daughter, 
Adiba, from Binodbari area; 
and Mrinal Chandra Das, 
65, a retired primary school 
teacher of Daugaon area in 
Muktagacha.

They were passengers of the 
three-wheeler, said Mohammad 
Chand Miah, officer-in-charge 
(investigation) of Muktagacha 
Police Station.

The three died on the 
spot in the accident which 
took place around 2:45pm at 
Bhabkirmor Cherumondol area 
in Muktagacha, the OC added.

The injured were first taken 
to Muktagacha Upazila Health 
Complex. Two of them were later 
transferred to Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital, the 
police official shared.

On information, police 
recovered the bodies. “We also 
seized the truck, but its driver 
managed to flee the scene,” said 
the OC. A case has been lodged 
with the police station.

Meanwhile, three 

motorcyclists were killed 
after being hit by a truck on 
the Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar 
highway in Lohagara upazila of 
Chattogram.

The accident occurred at 
Padua Nayapara area of the 
upazila around 3:30pm.

The deceased were identified 
as Md Absar, 40, of Padua area 
of Lohagara; Jubayer, 25, of 
Chunti area and Md Jahed, 27, 

Rangunia thana.
In Kishoreganj, two bikers 

were killed and one was injured 
in a road crash at All Weather 
Road in Mithamoin upazila in 
the noon.

The victims were identified 
as Yasin Mia, 25, and Amir 
Hossain, 20, according to 
police. 

Ahsan Habib, officer-in-
charge of Mithamoin Police 

Station, said Yasin and Amir 
died on the spot after hitting a 
pillar of Dhaki Bridge.

Mizanur Rahman, 30, was 
critically injured in the accident 
and admitted at Kishoreganj 
General Hospital, the OC added. 

Meanwhile in Dhaka, a 
pedestrian died when a truck 
hit her in the Staff Quarter area 
under Demra police station 
early yesterday, said police.

The deceased was Laboni 
Aktar, 24, reports UNB.

Demra police station’s Sub-
inspector Atikur Rahman said 
the truck knocked her down 
while she was crossing the road 
in front of the Staff Quarter.

She was declared dead 
at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

The trucker has been 
detained, the SI added.

The overturned truck after it rammed a battery-run auto-
rickshaw on Mymensingh-Tangail highway, killing three persons 
including a mother and child yesterday. PHOTO: STAR


