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BPL Begins 
today 

The 10th edition 
of the Bangladesh 

Premier League 
will begin today at 
the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Cricket 

Stadium in Mirpur, 
with defending 

champions Comilla 
Victorians taking 

on Durdanto 
Dhaka in the first 
match of the day. 

In the second 
game, last year’s 
finalists Sylhet 

Strikers will 
square off against 

Chattogram 
Challengers at 

the same venue. 
As usual, the 

country’s only 
franchise-based 
T20 tournament 

begins on the back 
of promises of 

sporting wickets 
and quality cricket. 

However, with 
inclusion of some 
new technologies, 
fans can hope for 

a better viewer 
experience this 

time around. 

DHAKA FRIDAY JANUARY 19, 2024, MAGH 5, 1430 BS12

Webb telescope 
discovers oldest 
black hole yet
AFP, Paris

The James Webb space telescope has discovered 
the oldest black hole ever detected, which 
was thriving so soon after the Big Bang that 
it challenges our understanding of how these 
celestial behemoths form, astronomers said 
Wednesday.

The black hole was vigorously gobbling up its 
host galaxy just 430 million years after 

the birth of the universe during a 
period called the cosmic dawn, 

according to a study in the 
journal Nature.

That makes it 200 
million years older than 
any other massive black 
hole ever observed, study 
co-author and Cambridge 

University astronomer Jan 
Scholtz told AFP. Yet it 

has a mass 1.6 million times 
greater than our Sun.

Exactly how it had time to grow 
that big so quickly after the Big Bang 13.8 billion 
years ago will provide new information “for the 
next generation of theoretical models” aiming to 
explain what creates black holes, Scholtz said.

A Palestinian woman mourns over 
the bodies of victims of Israeli 
bombardment in Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip yesterday. 
Inset, People inspect the rubble of a 
building following an Israeli strike in 
Rafah. PHOTO: AFP

THE HOLY CROWN … A hoopoe sits elegantly on a barren tree in Habiganj’s Satchari National Park. 
Found across Africa, Asia and Europe, these majestic birds have a look as uncommon as the name. More 
so due to the notably large crown of feathers, tipped in black and white, on top of their heads – giving them 
a royal appearance. Meanwhile, the uncommon name comes from the sound it makes – a deep, haunting 
“oop oop oop”, which in Estonian culture is said to be associated with death. However, in other cultures, 
the hoopoe is considered to be a sacred and faithful companion of humankind. Even in the Holy Quran, the 
hoopoe is mentioned twice under the name “hudhud” and is described as an intelligent messenger bird. As 
it is a protected bird in many parts of its vast range, the IUCN has put it in the “least concerned” category of 
its Red List.  PHOTO: MOSABBER HOSSAIN RIBON

UTTARA-MOTIJHEEL

Metro to run  
till 8:40pm 
from tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Metro rail services on the 
Uttara-Motijheel-Uttara 
route will be available from 
7:10am till 8:40pm, six days 
a week, starting tomorrow.

With the opening 
of the Shahbagh and 
Karwan Bazar stations on 
December 31 last year, all 16 
stations of MRT-6 are now 
functional.

Currently, trains operate 
on the Agargaon-Motijheel 
section from 7:30am to 
11:30am and on the Uttara-
Agargaon section from 
8:30am to 8:30pm. 

From tomorrow, the first 
train will leave Uttara North 
Station at 7:10am and the 
last one will leave Motijheel 
Station at 8:40pm.

The metro rail will 
remain closed on Fridays. 

MAN Siddique, 
managing director of 
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Sinohydro 
admits misuse 
of duty-free 
benefits
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sinohydro Corporation, a Chinese 
state-owned company, admitted to 
misusing duty-free benefits in the case 
of equipment it brought in for Padma 
bridge’s river training work.

As per rules, the company was 
supposed to send back the items it had 
brought into Bangladesh without paying 
any duty once their use had ended. But 
the company did not.

This prompted the Chattogram 
Custom House to issue eight show-cause 
notices to Sinohydro. The company was 
also given until January 4 to ship out the 
goods.

Sinohydro acknowledged the misuse 
in its response on January 14 to show-
cause notices from the Chattogram 
Custom House. However, the misuse was 
unintentional.

“It is deeply regretful that we failed to 
deal with the above matters in a timely 
manner for which our head office took 
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Residents flee as Israel 
pounds Khan Younis

Strikes threaten biggest hospital still functioning in 
the enclave; 172 Palestinians killed in 24hrs

AGENCIES

Israeli forces advancing into 
the southern Gaza Strip’s 
main city pounded areas 
near the biggest hospital 
still functioning in the 
enclave yesterday, sending 
patients and residents 
fleeing a battle they feared 
would lay the city to waste.

Gaza’s health ministry said 172 people had 
been killed in Israeli strikes in the last 24 hours, 
including 16 in a single strike on a house in the 
southern city of Rafah.

At least 326 Palestinians were also  injured, 
the ministry added.

The heaviest battle of the year so far was 
under way in Khan Younis, a city that is 
sheltering hundreds of thousands of people 
who fled the north earlier in the offensive, now 
in its fourth month.

The charity Medecins Sans Frontieres, 
which has doctors at the city’s Nasser Hospital, 
said patients and displaced people sheltering 

there were fleeing in panic.
The renewed strikes 

came as medicine for 
hostages held by Hamas 
fighters and fresh aid 
for civilians entered the 
Palestinian territory 
under a newly brokered 
deal, mediator Qatar said.

At least 24,620 
Palestinians, most of them 

women, children and adolescents, have been 
killed in Israeli bombardments and a ground 
offensive since October 7, according to figures 
from the health ministry. 

Khan Younis residents said yesterday the 
fighting had come closer than ever to Nasser 
Hospital, the biggest hospital still working in 
the enclave, raising fears it would fall under 
siege and be shut like Shifa, the main hospital 
in the north, captured by Israeli forces in 
November.

Two-thirds of Gaza’s hospitals, including 
all medical facilities in the northern half of 

Death toll in enclave 
rises to 24,620

Israel says battle for 
Khan Younis could last 
up to 2 months
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City

Oalid Islam
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‘Tired of playing 
hide and seek 
with myself’

Diplomat reveals ‘third 
gender’ identity thru 

Facebook post

AZMIN AZRAN

A BCS cadre with the lucrative 
position of a diplomat, it may 
look as though Oalid Islam’s 
life has few problems.

However, the story of 
Oalid, who was born a “third-
gender person”, is riveting, 
heartbreaking and inspiring 
all at once. 

He identified himself as a third-gender person 
publicly for the first time on a Facebook post a 
week ago.

Speaking to this correspondent, Oalid asked to 
be addressed as “bhaiya (brother)”, as that is what 
he has been used to having tried to fit into the 
mould of a man his entire life. 

When it comes to gender identity, he prefers 
“third gender”, “common gender”, or Hijra, 

EU eager 
to scale up 
partnership 
with Dhaka
EU ambassador 
calls on PM

BSS, Dhaka

European Union 
Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Charles Whiteley yesterday 
congratulated Sheikh 
Hasina on her re-election 
as the prime minister for 
the fourth consecutive 
term.

The partnership 
and cooperation with 
Bangladesh will scale a new 
height, Whiteley said while 
paying a courtesy call on 
Hasina at the Gono Bhaban 
in the morning.

The existing benefits, 
which are currently 
Bangladesh is getting in 
various sectors including 
environment, good 
governance, renewable 
energy, and transportation 
under the Global Gateway 
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