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Khasru gets 
bail in four 
more cases
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka 
c o u r t 
y e s t e r d a y 
g r a n t e d 
bail to BNP 
s t a n d i n g 
committee 
member Amir Khasru 
Mahmud Chowdhury 
in four cases filed over 
political violence centring 
the October 28 BNP rally in 
Dhaka.

Md Tofazzal Hossain, 
additional chief 
metropolitan magistrate 
of Dhaka, passed the order 
after his lawyer submitted 
separate petitions, seeking 
bail in two cases filed with 
Paltan Model Police Station 
and another two filed with 
Ramna Model Police Station.

The magistrate will also 
hear the bail petitions of 
four other cases on January 
21, said a sub-inspector 
at the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court.

Yesterday, the BNP 
leader was shown arrested 
in eight cases and separate 
petitions were filed with 
the court by the defence.

Khasru was produced 
before the court during 
yesterday’s hearing.

On January 17, he 
secured bail in two violence 
cases filed with Paltan 
Model Police Station.

On January 14, Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury, the chief 
metropolitan magistrate, 
set yesterday for hearing on 
Amir Khasru’s petitions in 
eight cases.

On January 8, the High 
Court directed him to 
accept, hear and dispose of 
the bail petitions of Khasru.

EU Ambassador Charles Whiteley pays a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Gono Bhaban 
yesterday morning. PHOTO: PID

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

A 50-year-old pond with an 
expanse of 72-decimal area is being 
filled up with truckloads of earth 
in Brahmanbaria’s Bijoynagar 
upazila, flouting rules. 

Meanwhile, the authorities 
concerned have turned a blind eye 
to this.

Located near Chandura-
Akhaura regional road, just around 
500 metres from the upazila 
parishad office, the pond has been 
an integral part of the daily lives of 
the area’s residents for decades.

However, over the last two months, 
one Malai Miah and his brothers, 
who claim ownership of the pond’s 
land, have been filling it up. 

Locals said Malai and his brothers 
plan to build a market on the pond’s 
land. “I have informed the UNO 
about the pond’s current state, but 
no action has been taken yet,” said 
Ziaul Haque Bakul, chairman of 
Ichhapura Union Parishad.

Contacted, Malai Miah said 
they bought the pond’s land in 
2000, adding that he submitted a 
written application to the UNO for 
permission to fill it up. “We will build 
houses here for our family,” he added.

However, as per Section 2 of the 
Water Reservoir Conservation Act-
2000, a pond cannot be filled even 
if it is a private property, while the 
provisions of the Environment Act-
1995 and Natural Water Reservoir 
Conservation Act-2000 also 

prohibit filling up of any waterbody.
Locals alleged that the upazila 

administration and the environment 
department officials are neither 
monitoring the issue properly nor 
taking strict disciplinary action 
against the law violators.

Contacted, Bijoynagar UNO 
Rubaiya Afroz said no one has been 
allowed to fill up the pond. 

“The assistant commissioner 
(land) has been asked to investigate 
the issue,” she added.

“After receiving complaints, I 
ordered the owners to cease the 
pond filling work. However, they did 
not listen to us. We are planning to 
take further action against them,” 
said Mehedi Hasan Khan Shaon, 
assistant commissioner (land).

The field in the photo used to be a 50-year-old pond in Brahmanbaria’s Bijoynagar upazila a 
couple of months ago. The owners of the property are working round the clock, employing 
tractors and bulldozers, to fill it up illegally, defying laws. PHOTO: STAR

Housing at the 
cost of a pond

50-year-old waterbody being filled up flouting laws

Around 900kg 
adulterated 
spices seized
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A mobile court yesterday 
sent one person to jail for 
a year for adding harmful 
substances to spice 
powders in the port city’s 
Chaktai area. 

Bachchu Mia, owner of 
Bachchu Mia Flour Mill 
at Miakhannagar, was 
also fined Tk 1 lakh under 
section 42 of Consumers’ 
Rights Protection Act 
2009. 

The team, led by 
Executive Magistrate 
Protik Dutta of 
Chattogram District 
Administration, raided 
the mill and seized around 
900kg of adulterated 
spice powders from their 
premises.

NATIONAL POLLS

Low turnout of 
female voters in Ctg

Sense of insecurity, sporadic violence  
and lack of competition the reasons

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN

The January 7 national elections saw a 
frustratingly low turnout of female voters in 
most constituencies of Chattogram district.

Sense of insecurity, sudden violence at 
polling centres and lack of competition in 
the polls demotivated the female voters to 
exercise their constitutional right, 
observed this correspondent.

The Election Commission, 
however, said it has no 
separate data about votes 
cast by women. “We only 
maintain the overall 
data,” said Enamul Haque, 
senior election officer of 
Chattogram.

An average of 39.02 
percent votes were cast across 16 
constituencies of Chattogram.

Chattogram-6 (Raozan upazila) saw 
the highest 73.24 percent votes cast while 
Chattogram-11 (Bandar) saw the lowest 
20.45 percent, said election officials.

There are a total of 63,14,397 voters in 
Chattogram, including 32,89,590 male, 
30,24,751 female and 56 third gender. The 

January 7 polls saw 23,23,841 votes cast, of 
which 22,46,971 were counted as 76,870 
were cancelled over various reasons, they 
added.

Our correspondents talked to nearly 
100 female voters in Chattogram-5 
(Hathazari), Chattogram-2 (Fatikchhari), 
Chattogram-14 (Chandanish), 

Chattogram-15 (Satkania-Lohagara) 
and Chattogram-11 (Bandar-

Patenga) during the polls.
“At first, I was confused 

whether I should come to vote 
as my previous experience 
during union parishad polls 
was not good. But I gathered 

courage and cast my vote 
finally,” said Peyer Jan, 70, at 

Khagoria Gani Para Govt High 
School centre in Satkania.

At the centre, only four female voters 
were seen in the queue in the morning. Of 
the 2,698 female voters at the centre, only 
around 20 percent of votes were cast, said 
presiding officer Abul Bashar.

A similar situation prevailed in Demsha 
Govt Primary School centre under 
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