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Submit probe 
findings by 
February 8
HC asks ACC 
on Murshedy’s 
Gulshan house

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
ordered the Anti-
Corruption Commission 
(ACC) to submit the 
findings of the probe into 
the issues regarding Awami 
League lawmaker Abdus 
Salam Murshedy’s Gulshan 
house before this court by 
February 8.

The ACC has been asked 
to submit the updates, 
including the documents 
found by the commission’s 
inquiry officials, through 
an affidavit to the HC.

The bench of Justice 
Md Nazrul Islam Talukder 
and Justice Kazi Ebadoth 
Hossain passed the order 
during the hearing of a 
petition filed in 2022 by 
Supreme Court lawyer 
Barrister Syed Sayedul 
Haque Suman.

After the HC passed the 
order yesterday, Barrister 
Suman told reporters 
at the SC that the ACC 
lawyers say that the 
commission does not bow 
to anyone.

 “But I think the Anti-
Corruption Commission is 
silent about Abdus Salam 
Murshedy,” he said.

Tony Blair 
congratulates 
Sheikh Hasina
BSS, Dhaka

Former prime minister of 
the United Kingdom Tony 
Blair has congratulated 
Sheikh Hasina for her 
reelection as the prime 
minister of Bangladesh.

In a greeting letter, he 
said, “I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to you on 
leading the Awami League 
to victory, securing a 
fourth consecutive term 
as the prime minister of 
Bangladesh.”

Blair, executive 
chairman of Tony Blair 
Institute for Global 
Change, said, “As you 
embark on your next 
term, I am confident that 
Bangladesh will continue 
to thrive, achieving new 
milestones and setting 
global benchmarks for 
good governance.”

Dhaka 
grapples with 
‘unhealthy’ 
air amid cold
UNB, Dhaka

As a mild cold wave is 
sweeping across the 
country, Dhaka’s air 
quality has been marked 
“unhealthy”.

With an air quality index 
(AQI) score of 175 at 9:29am 
yesterday, Dhaka ranked 
5th on the list of cities 
worldwide with the worst 
air quality.

India’s Delhi and Kolkata 
and Pakistan’s Karachi and 
Lahore occupied the first 
four spots, with AQI scores 
of 243, 212, 212 and 195 
respectively.

An AQI between 151 
and 200 is considered 
“unhealthy” while 
between 201–300 is “very 
unhealthy”, and 301–400 is 
“hazardous”, posing severe 
health risks to residents.

The AQI, an index for 
reporting daily air quality, 
informs people how clean or 
polluted the air of a certain 
city is and what associated 
health effects might be a 
concern for them.

The AQI in Bangladesh 
is based on five pollutants: 
particulate matter (PM10 
and PM2.5), NO2, CO, SO2, 
and ozone.

Dhaka has long been 
grappling with air pollution 
issues. Its air quality usually 
turns unhealthy in winter 
and improves during the 
monsoon.

As per World Health 
Organization, air pollution 
kills an estimated seven 
million people worldwide 
every year, mainly due to 
increased mortality from 
stroke, heart disease, 
chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, 
lung cancer, and acute 
respiratory infections.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Dense fog and low temperatures are 
disrupting agricultural work across 
the northern districts of Kurigram and 
Lalmonirhat as a cold wave persists in 
the region.

The shivering cold is making it 
extremely difficult for farmers and 
agricultural workers to continue 
working in the fields for a long time.

However, for the sake of livelihood, 
many are being compelled to work, 
defying the cold.

The situation is particularly 
worse in the char (shoal) areas along 
the Brahmaputra, Teesta, Dharla, 
Dudhkumar, and Gangadhar rivers.

The minimum daytime 
temperature in the region has been 
fluctuating between 11 and 12 degrees 
Celsius for the past few days, said 
Subal Chandra Sarkar, in-charge of 
Rajarhat Agricultural Meteorological 
Observatory in Kurigram.

“The chilling cold is disrupting our 
work. But we have to grow our crops 

anyway, so we are working amid the 
cold and fog. After working in the field 
for a while, we light up straws to build 
a fire and get some warmth before 
starting work again,” said Dhiren 
Chandra Barman, 60, of Bishbari 
village under Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila.

“Due to the cold, I am unable to 
work in the farmland. At the same 
time, agricultural workers are also not 
much available, as many are reluctant 
to work in this harsh weather,” 
said Nazir Hossain, 65, a farmer in 
Shimulbari village under Phulbari 
upazila of Kurigram.

“Earlier, we would work on daily 
wages. But now, due to the cold 
weather, we are working on contract,” 
said Altaf Hossain, 50, a farm labourer 
in the same village.

Hamidur Rahman, deputy director 
of Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Lalmonirhat, expressed 
concern that if the cold wave continues 
longer, it might cause significant 
damage to the crops.

Farmers find it tough 
to cope with cold spell

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 

JANUARY 18

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-30

6-05

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-15

4-30

Maghrib

5-40

5-44

Esha

7-00

7-30

Dense fog damages 
boro seedbeds

MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

Dense fog amid winter has caused 
considerable damage to boro paddy 
seedbeds in different areas across 
Jashore region.

Seedlings were seen fading and 
turning yellow-reddish in colour, 
and eventually dying. In some 
places, seedlings did not germinate 
in the seed beds. 

Farmers were seen desperately 
trying to protect the seedlings 
by covering the seedbeds with 
polythene, sprinkling ash, and 
spraying medicine in some places. 

They expressed concern that 
the seedlings would be completely 
damaged before those could be 

planted to crop fields. 
The sun has not been visible amid 

the severe cold since Friday. The 
average temperature in Jashore was 
10.8 degrees Celsius from Sunday, 
according to the meteorological 
office in Jashore.

“Due to dense fog in the last 
few days, my paddy seedlings are 
turning yellow. I have been trying 
to protect those with polythene 
sheets. If the situation persists, 
the seedlings will be damaged in 
the seed beds,” said A Rahman, a 
farmer in Jashore Sadar upazila.

“If the fog remains intense 
and the temperature falls below 
10 degrees in winter, the paddy 
seedlings are affected. The 

temperature in Jashore is above 
10 degrees at the moment,” 
said Sushant Kumar Tarafdar, 
deputy director of Department of 
Agricultural Extension in Jashore.

In order to protect the seeds 
planted using conventional 
method, the DAE official 
recommended to drain water from 
the fields during daytime and cover 
seed beds with polythene until the 
sun rises, while irrigating the lands 
at night.

The DAE has a target of 
cultivating boro paddy on 1,60,500 
hectares of land in Jashore this year, 
including Ufshi variety on 1,30,000 
hectares and hybrid varieties on 
30,500 hectares. 

Farmers trying to protect boro seedlings by covering the seedbeds with polythene sheets in Jashore. Dense 
fog amid winter has caused considerable damage to boro paddy seedbeds in different areas across the region.
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RMG factory closed 
over workers’ agitation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Authorities of a ready-made garment 
factory in Savar declared it indefinitely 
closed yesterday morning following 
workers’ agitation over alleged dismissal 
of their fellows.

More than 500 workers of Anlima 
Textime Limited located in Ulail area next to 
the Dhaka-Aricha highway staged a protest 
inside the factory on Tuesday, alleging 
that the authorities have been dismissing 
workers unjustly for the last few months.  

But the protesters could not give the 

exact number of workers dismissed by the 
authorities so far.  

Factory Assistant Vice President (HR 
Admin) Razaul Kaiuom told The Daily Star 
that it would not be possible to run the 
factory if the working environment did not 
return to normal.

He said workers beat up the factory’s 
General Manager Golam Kibria badly and 
he was  taken to a hospital in the capital as 
his condition is critical. 

He also said the workers have been 
resigning voluntarily as there were not 
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