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HEAVY SNOWFALL

Korean Air plane ‘strikes’ 
Cathay aircraft in Japan
AFP, Tokyo

A Korean Air airliner “struck” an empty 
Cathay Pacific plane while taxiing at a 
snow-hit Japanese airport yesterday, 
with both airlines saying there were no 
injuries.

The incident at New Chitose Airport 
serving Sapporo came two weeks after 
a near-catastrophic collision at Tokyo’s 
Haneda Airport between a Japan 
Airlines airliner and a smaller coast 
guard plane.

“Our aircraft, which was stationary 
at the time with no customers nor crew 
onboard, was struck by a Korean Air 
A330 which was taxiing past,” Cathay 
Pacific said in a statement.

Korean Air also confirmed there were 
no injuries among the 276 passengers 
and 13 crew on board its Airbus A330-
300 that had been set to depart for 
Seoul Incheon from New Chitose on the 
northern Japanese island of Hokkaido.

The airline said its plane “came into 
contact” with the Cathay aircraft at 5:35 
pm Japanese time (0835 GMT) “during 
pushback... when the third-party 
ground handler vehicle slipped due to 

heavy snow.
“There were no injuries and the 

airline is cooperating with all relevant 
authorities,” the carrier said.

The operator of the airport, Hokkaido 
Airports, was not available for comment.

Neither airline gave information on 
the amount of damage done but both 
said that their passengers needed to be 
transferred to other planes.

Airport firefighters were on standby 
following the accident, but no oil leaks 
or fires had been confirmed, according 
to Hokkaido Cultural Broadcasting.

Hokkaido has been hit by a cold front 
in recent days with heavy snow warnings 
issued in several cities.

According to reports, 46 flights were 
cancelled yesterday due to heavy snow.

In the January 2 incident, all 379 
people on board the Japan Airlines 
Airbus escaped just before the aircraft 
was engulfed in flames. Five of the six 
people on the smaller aircraft died.

The Japanese government 
announced last week that it has 
tightened its air traffic control 
protocols after the accident.

Trump wins Iowa 
caucuses
Cements Republican 
frontrunner status in 2024 race
REUTERS, Des Moines

Donald Trump secured a resounding win in the first 
2024 Republican presidential contest in Iowa on Monday, 
asserting his command over the party despite facing 
scores of criminal charges as he seeks an election rematch 
with President Joe Biden.

Trump took over half the votes, propelling him towards 
what looks set to be a close and deeply acrimonious 
election campaign against Biden, a Democrat, in 
November. Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, 45, finished 
well behind Trump in second place in Iowa, edging out 
former UN Ambassador Nikki Haley, 51, as they both failed 
to emerge as the chief opponent. 

Trump, 77, the only current or ex-US president to be 
charged with criminal activity, won by an unprecedented 
margin for an Iowa Republican contest, strengthening his 
case that his nomination is a foregone conclusion given 
his massive lead in national polls.

Trump garnered 51 percent, DeSantis 21 percent and 
Haley 19 percent, with 99 percent of the expected vote 
tallied, according to Edison Research. 

“THANK YOU IOWA, I LOVE YOU ALL!!!” Trump wrote 
on his social media platform, Truth Social.

Tobacco use 
shrinking 
worldwide
Says WHO

AFP, Geneva

The number of adult 
tobacco users has dropped 
steadily in recent years, the 
World Health Organization 
said yesterday but it warned 
Big Tobacco was working 
hard to reverse that trend.

In 2022, about one in 
five adults around the 
world were smokers or 
consumed other tobacco 
products, compared to one 
in every three in 2000, the 
UN health agency said.

A fresh report looking at 
trends in the prevalence of 
tobacco use between 2000 
and 2030 showed that 150 
countries were successfully 
reducing tobacco use, the 
WHO said.

But while smoking 
rates are declining in most 
countries, the WHO warned 
that tobacco-related deaths 
were expected to remain 
high for years to come.

US will sustain 
support for 
Ukraine
Blinken promises Zelensky

AFP, Davos

Secretary of State Antony Blinken promised 
sustained US support for Ukraine in a meeting 
with President Volodymyr Zelensky yesterday, 
despite a row in the US Congress on approving 
new funding. “We are determined to sustain our 
support for Ukraine and we’re working very closely 
with Congress in order to work to do that. I know 
our European colleagues will do the same thing,” 
Blinken told Zelensky as they met at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Jake 
Sullivan, President Joe Biden’s national security 
advisor, joined the meeting and told Zelensky that 
the United States and its allies were determined 
“to ensure that Russia fails and Ukraine wins”. 
Zelensky thanked Biden administration and 
the “bipartisan support” in US Congress. “You 
mentioned about Congress. We really count on 
your support...,” Zelensky said. He pointed to the 
US-made Patriot system that has helped Ukraine 
shoot down barrages of Russian missiles. 

OpenAI to launch 
anti-disinfo tools 
for 2024 polls
AFP, San Francisco

ChatGPT maker OpenAI has said it will introduce 
tools to combat disinformation ahead of the 
dozens of elections this year in countries that are 
home to half the world’s population. The explosive 
success of text generator ChatGPT spurred a 
global artificial intelligence revolution but also 
triggered warnings that such tools could flood 
the internet with disinformation and sway voters. 
With elections due this year in countries including 
the United States, India and Britain, OpenAI said 
Monday it will not allow its tech -- including 
ChatGPT and the image generator DALL-E 3 -- to 
be used for political campaigns. “We want to make 
sure our technology is not used in a way that could 
undermine” the democratic process, OpenAI said 
in a blog post. “We’re still working to understand 
how effective our tools might be for personalized 
persuasion,” it added. “Until we know more, 
we don’t allow people to build applications for 
political campaigning and lobbying.”

A resident helps a woman after she was taken out of her house by boat on a flooded street, after heavy rains 
in Duque de Caxias in Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil on Monday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Wildlife veterinaries and members of the capture team from the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) try to take a 
sedated rhino out of the water for safety during a capture and translocation operation of rhinos in Nairobi 
National Park, Kenya yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Kyrgyzstan detains 
10 journos in raids
AFP, Bishkek

Kyrgyzstan detained at least 10 journalists linked to four 
different news outlets yesterday, the former Soviet republic’s 
second day of raids targeting independent media.

Rights groups say the arrests point to a worrying trend 
of democratic backsliding in Kyrgyzstan, which used to 
enjoy more policial freedoms than its Central Asian peers.

Journalist Bolot Temirov, whose YouTube channel 
Temirov Live covers anti-corruption investigations, said 
police had raided a number of outlets, including his, early 
yesterday.

“All our equipment was taken away in two cars,” he 
wrote on social media.

He said his wife, Makhabat, was taken for questioning 
at the interior ministry and was prevented from speaking 
to her lawyer.

Journalists linked to the Western-leaning PolitKlinika 
news website and independent YouTube channels Ayt Ayt 
Dese and Archa Media were also detained, local media said.

The interior ministry said it made the arrests after 
finding material calling for “mass riots” on the social 
media pages of Ayt Ayt Dese and Temirov Live, without 
providing details.

Iran Guards attack Israel’s 
‘spy HQ’ in Iraq’s Erbil

Hit ‘terrorist’ targets in Syria with missiles
REUTERS, Dubai

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said 
they attacked the spy headquarters 
of Israel in Iraq’s semi-autonomous 
Kurdistan region, state media 
reported late on Monday, while the 
elite force said they also struck in 
Syria against the Islamic State.

The strikes come amid concerns 
about the escalation of a conflict 
that has spread through the Middle 
East since the Israeli offensive in 
Gaza began on October 7, with Iran’s 
allies also entering the fray from 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen. 

“In response to the recent 
atrocities of the Zionist regime, 
causing the killing of commanders 
of the Guards and the Axis of 

Resistance ... one of the main Mossad 
espionage headquarters in Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region was destroyed with 
ballistic missiles,” the Guards said in 
a statement.

Israeli government officials could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment.

In addition to the strikes at 
northeast of Kurdistan’s capital 

Erbil in a residential area near 
the US consulate, the Guards said 
they “fired a number of ballistic 
missiles in Syria and destroyed the 
perpetrators of terrorist operations” 
in Iran, including the Islamic State.

Islamic State claimed 
responsibility for two explosions in 
Iran this month that killed nearly 
100 people and wounded scores 
at a memorial for top commander 
Qassem Soleimani.

“We assure our nation that 
the Guards’ offensive operations 
will continue until avenging the 
last drops of martyrs’ blood,” the 
Guards’ statement said.

Iran had already vowed revenge 
for the killing of three members of 
the Guards in Syria last month.


