
CITY  
DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 10, 2024 

POUSH 26, 1430 BS 5
1,500 children 
lost access to 

education
Says Unicef on fire 
at Rohingya camp

UNB, Dhaka

At least 1,500 children lost access to 
education when 20 of their learning 
facilities were destroyed in a fire that 
broke out in Camp 5 of the Cox’s Bazar 
refugee camps on Sunday, said Sheldon 
Yett, Unicef Representative in Bangladesh, 
yesterday.

Unicef said at least 5,000 Rohingya 
refugees, including 3,500 children, lost 
their homes in the fire.

As they assess the full extent of 
the damage, Unicef and partners will 
construct temporary tents to enable 
children to learn whilst classrooms are 
reconstructed.

Associate Spokesperson for the 
Secretary-General Florencia Soto Niño 
said their colleagues at the UN refugee 
agency and their partners are responding 
in the aftermath of the fire that took place 
in the Cox’s Bazar refugee camp.

They said nearly 800 shelters are feared 
to have been destroyed in the fire, and 

around 120 facilities, including learning 
spaces, mosques, and health-care centres 
were also destroyed or damaged.

Refugees displaced by the fire are now 
staying within the camp’s community 
centres and are being provided with 
emergency food assistance.

“The Bangladeshi authorities and 
UNHCR, in coordination with the 
International Organization for Migration 
and other partners, are supporting the 
Rohingya refugees who lost their shelters 
and belongings,” said the associate 
spokesperson.

The cause of the fire is so far unknown.
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Jahangirnagar University’s Jayapara 
Lake, once a vibrant habitat for 
migratory birds, has been neglected for 
over a decade. Faculty members attribute 
the current state -- filled with aquatic 
plants and garbage -- to authorities’ 
indifference. 

Despite pleas for action, the lake 
remains widely neglected since 2013.

Once, the 21.45-acre lake was a haven 
for local and migratory birds, attracting 
people to witness its serene beauty. 
Today, there’s hardly any space for birds 
to move. The lake was last cleaned over 
a decade ago. It was under lease at that 
time, according to JU estate office. 

The terms of the lease expired back in 
August, 2013, after which the lake came 
under the jurisdiction of JU authorities.  

This year, the estate office cleaned 
only two lakes out of four where 
migratory birds used to flock together. 
Jayapara Lake was not among them.

Md Azim Uddin, deputy registrar 
(estate), said, “ The lake needs excavation 
as it doesn’t have water anymore. The 

authorities concerned don’t give us the 
budget to clean it.”

According to students and 
environmentalists, the authority has 
been ignoring their calls to clean up the 
lake and their inaction threatens the 
ecological balance of this wetland.

‘’I wrote a letter in 2022 urging the 

authorities to clean all the lakes for 
a safe habitat for migratory birds. I 
also mentioned Jayapara Lake in my 
letter. But I received no response,” said 
Prof Kamrul Hasan of the Zoology 
department.

Referring to his recent visit to the 
lake, he said, “There is sufficient water 
in the lake and what the estate office is 
referring to is not true.”

“Birds will roam in the lake if it is 
cleaned. Rare species of birds used to 
flock together here including Little 
Grebe and Purple Swamphen, and they 
used to breed here. The waterbody is so 
vast that it resembles a beel... so  it will 
be a good habitat for both migratory and 
local birds,” Prof Kamrul said.

He added that over 3,000 birds 
would be able to come here once the 
lake is cleared, and it would not require 
clearing every year.

Contacted, JU Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(education) Prof Mostafa Feeroz said he 
has been advocating to clean the lake for 
years, but to no avail. The once flowing 
lake is now on deathbed, he said. 

The condition of the lake has 
deteriorated so much that it might take 
a huge amount of money to recover and 
excavate it, he added.

JU VC Prof Nurul Alam said he 
would visit the lake soon and take steps 
accordingly.

JAYAPARA LAKE IN JU

Once a haven for birds, 
now on deathbed
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US, UK STATEMENTS

Contradicting own 
observers: Quader
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader yesterday said 
those (US, UK) who gave contrasting 
statements about the election in 
Bangladesh, should see the positive 
comments of the observers from 
their country.

“Observers of America, 
Commonwealth and OIC were present in this election of 
Bangladesh. I think those who are making contrasting 
statements will also understand this [the election was 
free and fair] based on the positive comments that the 
observers from their countries made,” said Quader in 
response to a journalist’s question on what is the party’s 
reaction to the UK and US’s statements on Bangladesh’s 
election.

Quader was addressing a joint meeting at the Dhaka 
District AL office at Tejgaon in Dhaka.
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No reason to worry 
about it: Momen
UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen 
yesterday said there is no reason 
to worry about the US and UK 
statements on Bangladesh’s election, 
as they respect people’s verdict.

“The election was held in a 
free, fair, credible and non-violent 
manner. That’s it. We are very happy 
with it,” he told reporters when his attention was drawn 
to the statements from two of Bangladesh’s important 
partners.

After attending a “meet and greet” event at State 
guesthouse Sugandha with diplomats stationed in Dhaka, 
Momen said the foreign observers also described the 
election as free, fair and peaceful.

Though the event was organised to brief foreign 
diplomats on the polls, Momen did not formally brief any 
diplomats. Rather a briefing note was distributed among 
them.

During his short address, Momen said many diplomats 
were away and he was busy for election campaigns.

“I thought we should have a get together. It’s a lovely 
weather. So, please meet and greet. Nothing else,” he 
added.
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