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Govt will lose on Jan 7: Moyeen
UNB, Dhaka

BNP leader Moyeen Khan yesterday said 
the government will suffer a crushing 
defeat in the “dummy election” on 
January 7. 

Speaking at a rally, he said Awami 
League, which claims to be a pro-
independence force, is walking on the 
wrong path. 

Bangladesh Sammilita Peshajibi 
Parishad, a platform of pro-BNP 
professionals, organised the rally in 
front of Jatiya Press Club to protest the 

upcoming 12th parliamentary polls. 
Moyeen, a BNP standing committee 

member, along with other party leaders, 
distributed leaflets among pedestrians, 
urging them to boycott the election. 

He called upon the government to come 
to the right path to restore peace in the 
country by cancelling the election, and 
dissolving the parliament and the cabinet. 

“You won’t be able to suppress the 18 
crore people of Bangladesh with bullets, 
sound grenades and tear gas. So come to 
the path of negotiation, come to the path 
of peace.”  

Covid positivity 
rate rises to 4.5pc
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Coronavirus transmission rate has gone up once again 
in the country with positivity rate increasing to 4.53 
percent yesterday from Wednesday’s 3.98 percent.

On December 20, the infection rate was 0.66 
percent.

The DGHS reported 21 new Covid-19 cases in the 
last 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday. On Wednesday, 
16 new cases were recorded. No Covid-19 patients 
died in the last 24 hours.

The total number of confirmed cases rose to 
20,46,367 and the total number of fatalities to 29,477. 
Meanwhile, eight patients recovered during this time 
taking the overall recovery rate to 98.42 percent.

The total number of recoveries now stands at 
20,13,951. 

After Covid-19 transmission remained under 
control for around three months, it started rising 
early last month, indicating the beginning of the 
fourth wave of Covid-19 in the country.

A positivity rate below five percent for at least two 
weeks at a stretch indicates the end of the previous 
wave, according to experts.

‘Will follow further 
development closely’
Says State Dept spokesperson 
on Yunus conviction
UNB, Dhaka

The United States has said it wants to see a fair and 
transparent legal process regarding the case against 
Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus.

“For our part, we have encouraged the 
Bangladeshi government to ensure a fair and 
transparent legal process,” US State Department 
Spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a regular 
media briefing at Washington on January 3.

He said they have been following the case against 
him closely. “We’ve seen, of course, the widespread 
international criticism of the verdict,” Miller said.

He said they will continue to follow any further 
developments closely.

Responding to a question on the January 7 
polls, Miller again said they support a free and fair 
election in Bangladesh. “We have made that quite 
clear a number of times. We will watch the elections 
very closely,” he said.
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‘King’s parties’ a 
no-show in Ctg

AL, independents dominant in all constituencies
SIFAYET ULLAH

Candidates of Trinamool BNP, 
Bangladesh Supreme Party and 
Bangladesh Nationalist Movement 
are in a fix as Awami League and 
independent candidates are 
contesting in all the constituencies 
in Chattogram.

Their candidates also alleged 
that they are facing challenges 
during campaigning in most of 
the constituencies, resulting in 
many of them backing out.

The three parties, who gained 
familiarity as king’s parties, 
have nominated 20 candidates 
for the January 7 election in 16 
constituencies.

BSP chairman Syed Saifuddin 
Ahmad Maizbhandari is contesting 
from Chattogram-2 (Fatikchhari).

AL’s Kadizatul Anwar Sony and 
independent candidate Hossain 
Mohammed Abu Tayeb are also 
contesting in this constituency.

Mohammed Sayed, a voter, told 
The Daily Star, “We rarely see BSP 
candidates campaigning.”

In Hathazari (Ctg-5), former vice 
president of Chittagong University 
Central Student Union Nazim 
Uddin is contesting with the “jute” 
symbol after getting a nomination 
from Trinamool BNP.

He is campaigning in full swing.
But he is up against two 

formidable opponents -- 14-party 
alliance candidate Anisul Islam 
Mahmud, co-chairman of Jatiyo 
Party, and AL independent 
candidate Shahjahan Chowdhury.

Nazim Uddin, however, claimed 
he is getting positive responses 
from voters.

Yeakub Ali, the lone BNM 
candidate in Chattogram, is 
contesting in Chattogram-12 
(Patiya).

He is up against two 
heavyweights -- JS whip 
Shamsul Hoque Chowdhury and 

Chattogram South AL president 
Motaherul Islam.

“Before the election, we saw 
some posters of BNM candidates. 
But we haven’t seen him in the 
field,” said Kawser Ahmed, a local 
of the Patiya Junglekhain union.

Meanwhile, Santosh Sharma 
is contesting in Chattogram-8 
(Boalkhali) from Trinamool BNP.

“We haven’t seen any of his 
campaigns yet,” said Mohammed 
Emran, a voter of this seat.

This correspondent spoke 
to dozens of voters in these 
constituencies. Most of them said 
voters were not familiar with these 
leaders of the “king’s parties”.

Contacted, Akter Kabir 
Chowdhury, president of Sachetan 
Nagorik Committee (SANAK), said 
voters already knew that candidates 
of these parties are contesting to 
fulfil demand of the ruling party. 
“So, they are not getting much 
attention from voters,” he added.

3 of a family killed 
in boiler explosion
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

An 11-year-old girl, 
her mother, and her 
12-year-old cousin 
were killed when 
the boiler of a rice 
mill exploded in 
Thakurgaon Sadar 
upazila yesterday morning.

The deceased are Dipti Das, 40, wife of Sagar Das, 
her daughter Puja Das, and Sagor’s nephew Palak 
Das, said Talha bin Zasim, an official of fire service’s 
media cell. Sagar was injured in the incident.

Station Officer of Thakurgaon fire service 
Sorowar Hossain said the rice mill is situated about 
80 yards south of Thakurgaon-Baliadangi road.

The three were nearby when the boiler exploded 
around 9:30am, and were hit by debris. 

Hasina doesn’t 
care about visa 
policies, sanctions
Quader tells DU event 
marking 76th anniv of BCL
DU CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina does 
not care about visa policies or any sanction from 
the “other side of the Atlantic”.

He made this remark while speaking as the 
chief guest at the 76th anniversary programme of 
Chhatra League at Dhaka University. 

Pointing to the new voters, Quader said around 
one crore new voters are without employment. 
Hasina will arrange jobs for them in steps as a New 
Year gift, he added. As part of the event, a cultural 
programme was also held.

Raihan Ahmed 
passes away
STAR REPORT

R a i h a n 
A h m e d 
(Azad), a 
teacher of 
St Joseph 
H i g h 
S c h o o l , 
passed away at his home 
in Shyamoli, Dhaka on 
December 27. He was 77.

He was buried beside 
his mother and younger 
brother’s graves in Banani 
graveyard. 

A Gregorian (batch of 
‘65), he began his career as 
a teacher at the school in 
1977.

All have been requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
his departed soul.

GRAFT CASE

GK Shamim 
gets bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High 
C o u r t 
y e s t e r d a y 
granted bail 
to Golam 
K i b r i a 
alias GK 
Shamim, an expelled Jubo 
League leader, in a case 
filed over amassing illegal 
wealth worth Tk 297 crore.

The HC bench of Justice 
ASM Abdul Mobin and 
Justice Md Mahmud Hassan 
Talukder passed the order 
following a bail petition 
filed by GK Shamim.

GK Shamim cannot get 
released from jail following 
the HC order as he is 
arrested in other cases.

The ACC filed the case 
against GK Shamim, a 
top government-listed 
contractor, on October 21, 
2019.

Samson H 
Chowdhury’s 
death anniv
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

Today is the 
12th death 
anniversary 
of Samson H 
Chowdhury, 
the founder 
of Square 
Group.

On this day in 2012, the 
visionary entrepreneur 
and industrialist passed 
away at Raffles Hospital in 
Singapore at the age of 86.

Samson left behind 
an unmatched legacy of 
entrepreneurship and 
industrialisation. He 
built up from scratch 
Square Group, one of the 
largest conglomerates 
in Bangladesh, and set 
an example of ethical 
business.

Born on February 25, 
1926 in Pabna, Samson was 
the eldest child of medical 
officer Eakub H Chowdhury 
and Latika Chowdhury. 

He also obtained a 
diploma in management 
from a Harvard University 
school.

Samson started a small 
pharmacy at Ataikula in 
Pabna in 1952, which was 
the beginning of one of the 
leading pharmaceutical 
companies.

Like previous years, 
several programmes 
have been chalked out to 
observe the day.
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AZAN

JAMAAT
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5-30

6-05

Juma

12-30

1-15

Asr

4-00

4-15

Maghrib

5-30

5-35

Esha

7-00

7-30

The Fatullah field in Narayanganj is full to the brim during a campaign rally of the Awami League yesterday. 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, also the AL president, addressed it as the chief guest. This was the party’s 
last public rally of the election campaign for the 12th parliamentary polls slated for January 7. PHOTO: PID


