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‘Will take action

against them’
GM Quader on JP picks

Mild cold wave
may continue

LOWCZt tde!nI’)[‘er attull: ¢ quitting polls race
recordcd in ientulia OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur
STAR REPORT

Jatiyo Party Chairman GM
Quader said action will be
taken against candidates who
withdrew from the election
without consulting central
leaders, citing it as a breach
of party discipline. .

“At least, they should have il
discussed the decision with e
the central leaders,” he said while talking in an
election campaign at Rangpur on Tuesday night.

So far, 25 JP nominees have quit the election
race citing doubts about the fairness of the
January 7 polls.

Meanwhile speaking at a programme yesterday,
GM Quader said there are doubts about the
fairness of the upcoming election as the 2014 and

The country witnessed this year’s lowest recorded
temperature 7.4 degrees Celsius at Tentulia Panchagarh
district yesterday, as a mild to moderate cold wave is
sweeping over Rangpur division.

Among other districts in Rangpur, 9.5 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Dinajpur, 10 degrees Celsius in
Dimla, 10.4 in Sayedpur and 10.5 in Rajarhat, according
to Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD).

Meteorologist Abdur Rahman Khan said there is a
chance a cold wave will sweep over the entire northern
region after January 9.

According to BMD, 14.9 degrees Celsius temperature
was recorded in Dhaka last night.

In Thakurgaon, the ongoing cold-spell has hit low-
income groups, especially day labourers and rickshaw
pullers, the hardest as they are struggling to continue

As cold waves take over the capital, a group of people gather around a fire on Dhaka University campus

yesterday.
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Trouble in JP bastion

Anisul to face tough competition from Al's independent candidate

SIFAYET ULLAH

Chattogram-5 (Hathazari)
constituency is known as a
stronghold of Jatiyo Party as its co-
chairman Anisul Islam Mahmud has
won six times from this seat.

But in the upcoming polls, Anisul
is going to face a tough competition
as a ruling party leader is contesting
from this seat.

Moreover, many AL grassroots
are supporting the independent
candidate.

A faction, backed by district
(north) AL president MA Salam, is
campaigning openly for independent
candidate Shahjahan Chowdhury,
former president of Chittagong
University unit Chhatra League.

Locals say for the first time in the
last 15 years, former minister Anisul
will have a tough race.

“The incumbent MP failed to
developHathazarilikeitssurrounding
areas. So, we are supporting the
Awami League candidate to bring

PAPIA GRAFT CASE
Finish trial
in 3 months

HC orders lower court
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

about the needed changes,” said
Sohrab Hossain Noman, secretary of
Hathazari upazila Al

He claimed that they did not
get instruction from the AL high
command to support the JP
candidate.

However, another group of the
ruling party is supporting Anisul
and campaigning for him.

Monjurul  Alam  Chowdhury,
former member of the district (north)
Al, said they are campaigning for
the JP candidate as per direction of
the prime minister.

During a recent visit to the
area, this correspondent saw
electioneering was going on in full
swing.

At least 10 voters of the
constituency this newspaper spoke
to said Hathazari is deprived of
development compared to other
constituencies.

“The current MP seldom comes
to Hathazari as he mostly stays in
the capital to look after his business.

We want a full-time parliamentarian
from this seat,” said Jamir Uddin, a
voter from North Madarsa union.

Wahidul Islam Riad, a voter and
vice president of the Chattogram
north district unit Chhatra League,
said neighbouring constituencies
like Raozan and Fatikchhari had
many development projects,
including technical institutes and
model mosques, over the years.

But the MP of this seat failed to
select land for these projects, he
alleged.

Independent candidate
Shahjahan Chowdhury recently at
a campaign in the North Fatehabad
area also alleged that Hathazari
remained underdeveloped due to an
“incompetent” person.

Contacted, Anisul said he was
not worried about the independent
candidate.

“Elections will be competitive if
more candidates contest polls. I hope
voters will give me another chance to
develop Hathazari,” he added.

ANTI-POLLS LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION

10 hurt, 7 held as police

foil BNP campaign

directed the lower court
concerned to finish the
trial proceedings of a
corruption  case  filed
against Jubo  Mohila
League’s  expelled leader
Shamima Nur Papia in
three months.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the case
against Papia and her
husband Mofizur Rahman
Sumon on August 4, 2020
on charge of amassing
about Tk 6.24 crore illegally.

Yesterday, the HC also
ordered the jail authorities
to produce the accused
before the trial court on
scheduled dates of hearing.

The bench of Justice
Md Nazrul Islam Talukder
and Justice Kazi Ebadoth
Hossain  delivered  the
verdict after holding a bail
hearing.

At least 10 BNP activists were injured
as police charged batons while they
were distributing anti-polls leaflets in
Barishal city yesterday.

Besides,
former lawmaker and BNP executive
committee member Abul Hossain Khan
and six others from the spot.

The incident happened in front of
BNP’s office at Ashwini Kumar Hall
Chattar around 11:00am, said BNP
Lawyers Forum member Hafiz Ahmmed
Bablu.

Barishal Metropolitan Police Deputy
Commissioner Md Ali Ashral Bhuiyan
said they requested the BNP leaders and
activists not to organise programmes
blocking the
permission.

“But they created chaos in the areca
and so they were removed from the road
considering security of the people,” he
said.

Besides Abul Hossain, the other
detainees are: Aminur Rahman Tutu,

police also  detained

road without prior

Al Amin, Hridoy Hossain Tamim, Riyaz
Hossain, Sujon Akon and Saiful Islam.

Bablu said they gathered in front
of the party’s office after forming a
human chain and distributed leaflets at
the court premises.

“When we were going to start leaflet
distribution in front of the party office,
police barred us from doing so. At
one stage, they charged batons on us,
leaving 10 of our leaders and activists
injured,” he added.

their work amidst the cold. 2018 polls were not credible.
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