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of the foreign ministry, 
were also present.

While speaking to 
reporters, DB Chief Harun 
Or Rashid said another 
group of the joint team 
asked about arrests of top 
BNP leaders and how they 
were treated in custody. 

The members also asked 
about BNP leader Ruhul 
Kabir Rizvi and sabotage 
centring the election.

They enquired about the 
attack on Ashraful Hossain 
Alom, also known as Hero 
Alom.

“We informed them 
that those (BNP leaders) 
we have arrested are all 
FIR-listed accused. Besides, 
some senior BNP leaders 
also visited the DB office. 
None of them said we have 
misbehaved with them or 
that they were tortured.” 

“When the team asked 
about BNP leader Rizvi, we 
told them he is accused 
in several cases. Yet, 
he is distributing anti-
government and anti-state 
leaflets. We showed them 
the BNP leaflets stating, 
‘boycott election, don’t give 
tax’,” he added.

Regarding Hero Alom, 
Harun said, “We told them 
that it’s an incident of 
the previous election and 
it happened on the road 
outside the polling centre. 
We arrested all those 
involved in this incident.”
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municipality and a 
supporter of Faisal, 
said, “We came to the 
municipality office to show 
our support for Faisal.”

On December 22, Faisal 
was photographed with his 
supporters in the office, 
campaigning with scissors. 
Faisal’s supporters actively 
shared these campaign 
photographs on social 
media platforms.

Faisal’s supporters 
assemble at the office daily 
to discuss and plan the 
campaign, said Munshiganj 
municipality officials, 
adding that Faisal himself 

visited the office and talked 
with his supporters twice 
between December 22 and 
December 25.

Contacted, Faisal denied 
such allegations. “ I always 
try to abide by the electoral 
code of conduct,” he said.

Abu Jafor Ripon, 
returning officer and 
deputy commissioner of 
Munshiganj, could not be 
contacted despite repeated 
attempts.

However, Afifa Khan, 
assistant returning officer, 
said, “We don’t know 
anything about this matter. 
We’ll take necessary steps if 
we receive any complaints.”

Former mayor and independent candidate Mohammad 
Faisal (centre) at a meeting with his supporters at the 
Munshiganj municipality office on December 22.
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‘More worried about 
making ends meet’
No election hype in 
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

While electioneering is going on in full swing across 
the country, day labourers Abdur Rahim and Abdul 
Awal in Kurigram Sadar are yet to decide whether they 
will vote.

Both are in their early sixties, living in Sardob, a 
village located on the banks of the Dharla river at 
Holokhana union.

Unaware of the election date (January 7), they have 
no other plans for the day but to set off early in the 
morning to ensure they return home with Tk 

400, their daily wage.
“I had visited the polling 

centre during the 10th and 
11th polls but could not 

vote as it was already cast. 
I am no longer interested 
in visiting the centres,” 
said Rahim.

Awal echoed him. “I 
am more worried about 

making ends meet,” he 
said.
Most villagers in Kurigram 

a n d Lalmonirhat said the same, adding 
they are yet to witness the “election hype”.

“None of the candidates visited our village yet. So, I 
am unsure if I want to vote this year,” said Salim Uddin, 
a 67-year-old farmer.

However, things were not like this before, mentioned 
Salim. Political discussions used to be common at tea 
stalls, abuzz with locals from morning to night while 
candidates used to visit their villages regularly.

Lutfar Mia, a 55-year-old farmer from Kalmati 
village at the Teesta riverbank, said, “I might not vote 
this year...  a third time in a row ,” he said.

Naser Uddin, an NGO worker, said over half the 
voters of the shoals in the Brahmaputra basin in 
Kurigram are not interested to cast votes.

Mentionable, 45 candidates are contesting from 
three constituencies of Lalmonirhat and four of 
Kurigram. Lalmonirhat has 10,62,094 listed voters 
while the number is 17,82,032 in Kurigram.

BNP on the run
Most Sylhet leaders hiding to avoid arrest; 

Mymensingh office padlocked since Oct 29
DWOHA CHOWDHURY and AMINUL 
ISLAM

BNP is facing an uphill battle in different 
parts of the country in maintaining its 
existence on the streets due to mass 
arrests.

In Sylhet, over 300 BNP leaders and 
activists are in jail. Their programmes are 
mostly confined to leaflet distribution, 
that too on a limited scale.

On December 23, police arrested five 
individuals, including BNP Sylhet city 
unit general secretary Emdad Hossain 
Chowdhury and Jubo Dal’s Sylhet district 
unit president Muminul Islam, while they 
were distributing leaflets in Bandarbazar.

BNP leaders alleged that law 
enforcement agencies are raiding the 

houses of its activists to make arrests. 
BNP and its allies have no running office 

in Sylhet due to continuous raids and 
arrest sprees by law enforcers, they added.

Moksud Ahmed, general secretary of 
Sylhet Jubo Dal, said, “We can’t stay at 
home or roam openly in the street... I am 
also living a fugitive life with 10 fresh cases.”

On Saturday, Chief Election 
Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal, in 
his visit to Sylhet, said BNP boycotting 
the polls is a democratic right, and law 
enforcers were directed to consider it 
that way if BNP remains peaceful.

Abdul Quiyum Chowdhury, president 
of the Sylhet district unit of BNP, said, 
“Two of our leaders were recently arrested 
during a peaceful leaflet distribution 
programme. Even if the CEC truly gave 

such direction to law enforcement 
agencies, there is no reflection of that.”
MYMENSINGH
Turning westward, in Mymenshingh city, 
the BNP office has remained padlocked 
since October 29.

AKM Mahbubur Rahman, joint-
convener of Mymensingh City BNP 
alleged  they cannot gather at the party 
office on Horikishore Roy Road due to 
police raids. 

Many leaders are also on the run to 
avoid arrests under different “false” cases, 
Mahbub said.

Md Jewel Mia, caretaker of the office, 
said he had never witnessed such a 
situation under any elected government 
during his service at the office in 26 years.

“We have been continuing our 
programme of distributing anti-election 
leaflets in the city and other parts of the 
district, but we are in constant fear of 
police arrest,” said a BNP leader. 

After the arrest of Emran Saleh Prince, 
a central leader and organising secretary 
of BNP in Mymensingh, most party men 
have gone into hiding. 

Police recently arrested 10 BNP men 
from different areas of the city when they 
were preparing for protest rallies.

OC Md Faruq Hossain of Mymensingh 
district Detective Branch of Police said 
he was not aware of the BNP office being 
padlocked. BNP men can gather at their 
office, as there is no bar from police. 
Police only arrested those accused in 
different cases, he said. 

BNP office in Mymensingh has remained padlocked since October 29. PHOTO: STAR


