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Every year, many girls are trafficked out of
Bangladesh with the promise of a better life
abroad, only to end up in the underbelly of cities
like Mumbai and Pune, India. An investigation by
The Daily Star takes a look into this dark world
that involves brokers, traffickers and law enforcers
on both sides of the border. This is the last part of
a four-part series.

No coming
home

Many sex traflicking victims
opt to stay back in India due
to legal complications

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN IN DHAKA and

SHREYA RAMAN IN MUMBAI
After rescuing trafficking /\
victims, the Indian police 7 ‘l y

N
do not take them to shelter — & A
centre; they file cases under ;'/// Q\
criminal laws. \( = I}
In 2017, a Bangladeshi girl ) /
Sumona (pseudonym) who
was trafficked to Delhi and

\
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> Once rescued, trafficking victims are sued under
Indian laws

> Repatriation process is long-drawn and complicated

» Asaresult, many victims opt to stay there, securing
Indian IDs

> Indian police declined to comment on sex trafficking

> Experts call for stricter vigilance in border area

then to Agra was found with a customer during a police
raid.

Instead of protecting her, Uttar Pradesh police filed a
case against her and she was sent to jail. The jailor found
out that she was a trafficking survivor and sent her to a
government shelter. The superintendent of the shelter,
filed another case against her for entering the country
without valid documents.

According to the case statement filed with Dakshinkhan
Police Station, she was trafficked on May 2, 2017.

About two weeks later, on May 20, the Agra City Police
raided a brothel located in a private establishment, and
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Shahbagh and Karwan Bazar, the final two metro rail stations on Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) Line-6, started
operating yesterday. The service hours are to remain the same: 7:30am to 11:30am for the Uttara-Agargaon (o)

 INVESTIGATION ¢

A mob set fire to three cars and a motorbike parked on the ground floor of a residential building in front of
which the body of a female house help was found in the capital’s Banasree yesterday morning. It was not clear
how the house help fell to her death.

One in 5 households
food insecure

Finds a recent BBS survey

BNP urges UN
to take steps
to ‘restore
democracy’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP has written to
the UN urging it to take
effective steps to foster the
restoration of democracy

in Bangladesh.
“LAL this critical
juncture, the citizens

of  Bangladesh greatly
appreciate the moral and
diplomatic support of the
international community.
In line with the principles
of universal human rights,
democracy, and the rule
of law, the pro-democracy
people urge the United
Nations to take effective
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section and 7:30am to 8:30pm for the Agargaon-Motijheel section.

150 Palestinians
killed in 24 hours

Netanyahu vows to retake
control of enclave’s border
with Egypt

Attacks on opposition

marked the year ®
Rights body says in recent report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One in every five households in
Bangladesh experienced food
insecurity, according to the primary
findings of a government survey --
conflicting with the government’s
claims of ensuring food security for
all.

Of them, 0.83 percent of the
households  were  severely food
insecure, while 21.08 percent went
through moderate food insecurity,
according to the survey conducted by
the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS).

The survey “Food Security Statistics
2023” was carried out in June on
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29,760 households across the country.

The key findings of the survey were
disseminated at a programme at the
BBS office yesterday. The full report
of the survey will be published a few
months later.

The survey comes at a time when
inflation continues to stay high,
leaving low-income and limited-
income groups to grapple with
making ends meet.

The state-run statistical agency
measured food security based on
answers (o eight types of questions
from the participants.

The questions were whether: they
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RELATED STORY ON B1

HOUSE HELP’S DEATH
Mob torches cars,
attacks cops

Locals set fire to three cars and a motorcycle in the car
park of a building following the death of a house help in
the capital’s Banasree yesterday morning.

They also attacked police when they tried to disperse
the agitating crowd.

The agitators, including several hundred house helps
of the area, claimed that Asma Begum, 45, was murdered
by her employers, police said.

Her employer Golam Mainuddin Hasan, a deputy
secretary, however, said Asma went to the rooftop around
7:15am saying that she wanted to dry her clothes.

Later, he learnt that her body was lying on the road.

Asma, from Kishoreganj’s Bajitpur, had been working
at the home of Mainuddin in Mirpur-2 for two months.

On Friday morning, Mainuddin, his family, and Asma
went to Mainuddin’s father-in-law Delwar Hossain’s home
in Banasree’s Block-D, said Mainuddin.

Describing the incident, Barek Mollah, a security guard
of a building across the street from Delwar’s home, said
he heard a heavy thud around 7:15am and saw the woman
lying in a pool of blood on the street.

Within minutes, locals started rushing there followed
by several hundred mostly female domestic helps, he said.
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World’s fastest plane
set to hit skies in 2025

THE SUN ONLINE
The world’s fastest ever plane is
set to hit the skies in 2025
as it promises to fly past
staggering speeds of
over 4,000mph.
Dubbed the “Son of
Blackbird” the SR-72
plane is part of a top-
secret mission by the
US Air Force to improve
their aviation abilities
— and rule the skies.
The SR-72 is thought to
be the potential answer to a
near perfect plane as its set up to be a super-fast,
hypersonic high-altitude surveillance aircraft.
Itisreportedly going to be able to fire projectiles
such as hypersonic weapons at a more impressive
rate than anything before it and reach hypersonic
speeds in a flash but more importantly stay at
these speeds for a longer period of time.
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AGENCIES

The health ministry in Gaza Strip said
yesterday at least 150 people have been
killed in 24 hours in the Palestinian
territory as Israeli jets intensified attacks,
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
vowed to retake control of the enclave’s
border with Egypt.

A total of 21,822 Palestinians have
been killed and 56,451 wounded in Israeli
strikes in Gaza since October 7, the
ministry added.

There has been no respite from Israel’s
air raids, artillery fire or ground fighting
with Hamasin the Gaza Strip, to the despair
of Palestinians surviving the onslaught.
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Over the past year, 9,248 people were arrested in 416 cases centring
400 political events conducted by BNP and like-minded parties,
according to Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation (MSF). (&)

Of the cases, 124 were filed and 2,807 members of the BNP or its
allies were arrested between November 1 and December 30, 2023, the
foundation, which analysed over 18 media outlets, said.

Additionally, 1,539 BNP activists were convicted in 98 cases dating
back to 2013 and 2018, they said.

“The courts ran till late at night to ensure that these convictions
happen... A total of 62 leaders and activists were sentenced for 42
months in an old case from 2018.”

The report also pointed out that that the year was marked by
violent physical attacks on opposition members.

There were at least 21 attacks between October 16 and December 5,
perpetrated by masked assailants wearing helmets.

Twelve of them took place in Natore, five were in Naogaon, three in
Rajshahi and one in Pabna.
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