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Pak ex-PM 
Khan barred 
from election 
candidacy
AFP, Islamabad

Jailed former Pakistan 
prime minister Imran Khan 
and most of his supporters 
have been rejected as 
candidates for the February 
8 election, party officials 
said yesterday after 
nominations for ballot 
closed.

Khan has been in 
prison since August, 
facing trial over a slew of 
cases he insists have been 
orchestrated to prevent 
him from contesting the 
election as the figurehead 
of his Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party.

The former cricket star 
was found guilty of graft 
earlier this year, but a court 
suspended his three-year 
sentence and conviction is 
being appealed.

The Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) disqualified him 
from office over the 
conviction, but PTI turned 
in nomination papers for 
Khan last week regardless.

Firefighters work at a site of a commercial building damaged by a Russian drone strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kharkiv, Ukraine 
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Manipur hit by 
fresh clashes
One killed in gunfight
HINDUSTAN TIMES ONLINE

There was a fresh outbreak of violence in India’s 
strife-torn Manipur on Saturday as gunbattle 
erupted between Meitei and Kuki groups in the 
Kangpokpi district, where a Meitei man was 
killed, and, separately, between Manipur police 
commandos and militants in the border town of 
Moreh, where one commando sustained bullet 
injuries. The two incidents came 26 days after 13 
people were killed in a gunfight on December 4 
in Tengnoupal district. On Saturday morning at 
around 3.30am, senior police officials said, there 
was the exchange of fire between village defence 
volunteers of the Kuki and Meitei communities. 
“This took place between the hill ranges of 
Nakhujang and Singda Kuki villages under 
Kangchup police station,” the police officer said. In 
the firing, a Meitei man identified as Ningombam 
James, 32, sustained bullet injuries.

Sri Lanka troops 
kill police officer 
in drug raid
AFP, Colombo

A police officer was killed and another critically 
wounded yesterday when troops opened fire on an 
undercover unit during a drug raid at a hotel in 
Sri Lanka, local police said. The unit was part of a 
major anti-narcotics drive codenamed “Yuktiya,” 
or justice, which police said had resulted in 
over 17,000 arrests in the past three weeks. 
The undercover officers were at a beach hotel 
in Weligama, a popular surf spot on the island 
nation’s southern coast, a police officer told AFP 
by phone, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
Army troops deployed to reinforce local police 
in the anti-drugs campaign rushed to the area 
to investigate an unrelated shooting and opened 
fire at a van speeding away from the scene, the 
officer said. “They did not realise that there were 
officers from the Colombo Crime Division in the 
van leaving the hotel,” the officer said.

Russia pounds Kharkiv 
with missiles, drones

Says Ukraine; 28 hurt; residential buildings, medical facilities hit

REUTERS, Kharkiv

Russia pounded the Ukrainian city 
of Kharkiv with missiles and drones 
in the hours leading into New 
Year’s Eve, Ukrainian officials said, 
hours after Moscow accused Kyiv 
of carrying out a deadly air assault 
just across the border on nearby 
Belgorod.

In the first wave of Russia’s 
attacks, at least six missiles hit 
Kharkiv, regional governor Oleh 
Syniehubov said yesterday, injuring 
at least 28 people and hitting 
residential buildings, hotels and 
medical facilities.

Earlier, Ukrainian officials said 
that two boys aged 14 and 16 and 
a security adviser for a team of 
German journalists were among 
those injured in Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city.

Closer to midnight, as part of 
a wider bombardment of Ukraine 
that also targeted Kyiv, several waves 
of Russian drones hit residential 

buildings in Kharkiv’s centre, 
causing fires, the city’s mayor said.

“On the eve of the New Year, the 
Russians want to intimidate our 
city, but we are not scared - we are 
unbreakable and invincible!” Mayor 

Ihor Terekhov said. Images from 
Kharkiv showed badly damaged 
buildings, including a hotel with 
many windows blown out. 

Ukraine’s air force said the 
military had shot down 21 out of 
49 drones launched overnight by 
Russia. Most were aimed at the 
front line and parts of the Kharkiv, 

Kherson, Mykolaiv and Zaporizhzhia 
regions, it said.

In a separate attack, three people 
were killed when Russian forces 
shelled a village in the Kharkiv region 
near the front line. The attacks came 
within hours after what Moscow 
called an “indiscriminate” Ukrainian 
air attack on the city of Belgorod, 
near Kharkiv, that killed 22 people.

Russian newspaper Kommersant 
said Ukraine launched its attack 
on Belgorod from a multiple rocket 
launcher in the Kharkiv region.

Both sides have increased attacks 
in the last week of 2023, with Russia 
killing at least 31 civilians in Ukraine 
on Friday. US President Joe Biden, 
asked if he’ll speak to Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelensky after 
Russia’s latest attacks in Ukraine, 
said: “I speak to him regularly.” 

Britain announced it would send 
hundreds more air-defence missiles 
to Kyiv, after Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak declared: “We must continue 
to stand with Ukraine...as it takes.”

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin

“We have repeatedly 
proved that we are 
able to solve the 
most difficult 
tasks and will 
never back down, 
because there is 
no force that can 
separate us.”


