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POLLS CODE VIOLATION

Ranga holds feast 
for 7,000 voters
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Moshiur Rahman Ranga, an independent 
candidate from Rangpur-1 constituency and 
former general secretary of Jatiyo Party, has 
violated the electoral code of conduct by allegedly  
organising a feast for at least 7,000 voters from his 
electoral area Gangachhara upazila on Friday.

The feast was held after Juma prayers at 
Takia Sharif Alim Madrasa Ground in Dakhin 
Kalkandah village under the upazila, with separate 
arrangements for people from both Muslim and 
Hindu communities.

Ranga’s supporters and activists went door 
to door to invite people to the feast following a 
meeting of Ranga at the said place on Friday noon, 
said Alo Rani of the union’s Hindupara. They also 
offered villagers money, Rani alleged. 

Several others corroborated the same. 

Mizanur Rahman of Matialpara said a group of 
people went to the village on Thursday and invited 
them. The people of Gangachhara are insolvent and 
often face difficulties to manage three meals a day, 
he said. Barkat Ullah of Peererhat echoed him.

Nahid Tamanna, UNO and ARO of Gangachhara, 
said she came to know about the incident, and 
will send a report to the election committee after 
collecting information.

Contacted yesterday, Ranga said he was 
unaware of the feast. He also claimed some people 
were trying to tarnish his image by spreading such 
propaganda against him.

Nominated by Jatiyo Party, 
supported by Awami League!

Posters of some JP candidates raise eyebrows
RASHIDUL HASAN

Jatiyo Party chairman GM 
Quader and secretary general 
Mujibul Haque Chunnu claimed 
on several occasions that their 
party has no consensus with the 
ruling Awami League regarding 
the upcoming national elections.

Ironically, Chunnu’s poster 
for his election campaign 
in Kishoreganj-3 (Tarail and 
Karimganj upazilas) introduces 
him as “Jatiyo Party nominated, 
and Awami League supported” 
candidate. 

The same was seen in case of 
several JP aspirants in different 
constituencies that were vacated 
by the ruling AL.

This comes in stark contrast 
to what the party has long been 
claiming, that it is not contesting 
the polls with any alliance or 
through any understanding with 
AL.

Azizul Huq Bhuiyan Motahar, 
president of Tarail upazila AL 
unit, and Golam Kabir Bhuiyan, 
an independent aspirant from 
Kishoreganj-3, have filed separate 
complaints against Chunnu 
to the Election Commission 
through the district’s Returning 
Officer in this regard. 

Contacted, AL joint general 
secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif 
said JP candidates cannot use such 
words in their posters “as they are 
not AL-supported candidates”.

“Using of such words reflects 
how bankrupt they have become 
as a party,” he added.

Earlier, following a series of 
discussions with AL, JP managed 
to get 26 seats where the ruling 
party agreed not to field any 
candidates.

Of those 26 seats, JP candidates 
in at least 15 have either written 
in their posters that they are 
“AL-supported candidate” or 
“candidate of grand alliance”.

This has raised questions 
and confusion among local AL 
leaders and activists.

Asked regarding Chunnu’s 
claim to be an AL-supported 
candidate, Nasirul Islam Khan, 

who withdrew his candidature 
from AL, said his withdrawal from 
polls does not mean that AL has 
extended its support to Chunnu.

Ershad Uddin, a local AL leader 
in Kishorganj, said, “Chunnu has 
been always saying that they are 
the opposition party. If it is so, 
then how is an opposition party 
candidate supported by the 
ruling party? He cannot write 
this in his poster. JP candidates 
are misleading voters in this way. 
It is unethical.”

Asked, GM Quader said Chunnu 
and other JP leaders have been 
instructed to remove those posters.

Prof Shantanu Majumder 
of Dhaka University said, “This 

only proves that Jatiyo Party has 
no confidence and is not self-
dependent as a political party.”

“We will have to see how the 
party leaders and activists take 
the matter that their party is 
surviving by leaning onto another 
political party [AL],” he added.

Several JP leaders, wishing 
anonymity, said the party has no 
significant vote banks, so some 
JP candidates have written such 
words in their posters to attract 
AL voters in their favour.

Contacted, Chunnu claimed, 
“Those who had the posters 
printed got those words written 
by mistake. We have asked them 
to stop it.”

JP candidates 
threatened, 
intimidated by 
AL: GM Quader
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Dinajpur

Jatiyo Party 
c h a i r m a n 
GM Quader 
y e s t e r d a y 
alleged that 
his party’s 
candidates 
across the country are being 
threatened and intimidated 
by Awami League during 
their electioneering.

He said this while talking 
to reporters in Senpara 
area of Rangpur city. 

GM Quader is contesting 
the election from 
Rangpur-3 constituency.

Citing two examples, he 
alleged that a JP candidate 
in Lalmonirhat got threats 
from AL supporters.

In Sylhet, an election 
camp of JP was vandalised 
on Friday and JP supporters 
and activists were forced 
out of the camp, he also 
alleged, adding that the 
JP candidate is unable to 
campaign there properly 
due to AL’s intimidation. 

“I am getting similar 
information from across the 
country,” said GM Quader.

He, however, said the 
situation is much better 
in Rangpur. “I hope that 
election in Rangpur will be 
peaceful,” he said.

He said he will try to 
meet people’s expectation if 
they elect him as lawmaker. 

CHATTOGRAM-12

Voters apprehensive amid 
pre-polls violence

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Sixty-year-old Md Ibrahim, a farmer 
in Dhalghat Camp area under 
Patiya upazila, witnessed almost 
all the national elections held in 
Bangladesh so far.

Sipping his tea at a stall in the 
area, Ibrahim said, “Elections have 
lost the festivity and become a 
matter of concern for us.”

Asked why, he mentioned a 
number of violent incidents between 
the supporters of rival candidates in 
different unions under the upazila 
since the election campaigning began.

“When such clashes ensue ahead 
of polls, people in the area become 
scared. They tarnish the festive 
mood,” he said. 

According to locals, several 
incidents of violence occurred 
between activists of the Awami 
League candidate and independent 
aspirant, leaving at least 35 people 
from both sides injured.

Abdul Nabi, a rickshaw-puller in 
Bhatikhine union, said, “People have 
no enthusiasm over the upcoming 
polls due to these incidents, even as 
the aspirants are trying to woo the 

voters for their support.”
Suman Nath, a carpenter in 

Janglekhine union echoed the same.
Candidates of seven political 

parties and one independent 
aspirant are contesting the polls 
from Chattogram-2 constituency 
(Patiya upazila). 

However according to locals, 
the voting battle will be mainly 
between AL candidate Motaherul 
Islam Chowdhury, and independent 

candidate Shamsul Haque 
Chowdhury, also the incumbent AL 
lawmaker and whip of parliament. 

Deprived of party nomination, 
three-time lawmaker Shamsul 
Haque opted to contest the polls 
independently this time with “eagle” 
symbol.

AL nominated Motaherul Islam, 
president of Chattogram south 
district unit AL and former chairman 

Supporters of candidates are trying to come up with various strategies 
such as hiring band parties to woo voters in Patiya. PHOTO: STAR
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