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FF BURIED IN INDIA

Mortal remains 
to be brought 
home: minister
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

The government is mulling 
to bring the mortal remains 
of the martyred freedom 
fighters buried in India to 
Bangladesh, said Home 
Minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan yesterday.

He was speaking as chief 
guest at the inaugural 
programme of a Liberation 
War gallery at Lokayan Life 
Diversity Museum in Purbo 
Akcha of in Thakurgaon’s 
Sadar upazila. 

“Several thousands of 
freedom fighters died in the 
Bangladesh-India bordering 
area during Liberation War. 
They were buried in Indian 
territory,” he said.

“I have informed the 
matter to our prime 
minister. She has instructed 
me to take measures in this 
regard,” he added.

The home minister said 
they have already started 
working on this.

Mother, child killed 
in road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Three people including a woman and her 
daughter died when a private car collided 
with a truck on Dhaka-Bhanga expressway 
at Salildia under Bhanga upazila in 
Faridpur yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Laboni 
Begum, 38, her two-year-old daughter 
Joynab Akter, and Suraiya Akter, 17, from 
Faridpur’s Bhanga.

Three others were also injured in the 
accident. They have been sent to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital.

The accident took place when a sugar-
laden truck that was going to Bhanga 
from Dhaka hit the private car in Salildia. 
Laboni died on the spot.

Laboni’s 17-year-old daughter Suraiya 
who was in the car with them, died while 
she was being taken to Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujib Medical College Hospital.
Abdullahel Baki, sub-inspector of 

Shibchar Highway Police Station, said, 
“After the accident police seized the truck 
but the driver and helper fled the scene.”

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader yesterday said 
“organisational issues” are partially 
responsible for Awami League’s 
humiliating defeat in Tuesday’s 
mayoral polls in Rangpur city.

“We have some intra-party 
problems there [in Rangpur]... We 
are looking into those. We are going 
to take major organisational action 
in Rangpur within a week,” Quader 
said while talking to reporters at 
the secretariat in the capital.

Quader, also the road, transport 
and bridges minister, said his 
party was aware of Jatiya Party 
candidate’s popularity among the 
public in Rangpur city.

“Jatiya Party candidate was 
ahead in public opinion polls. There 
are some problems within the 
Awami League too. Otherwise, the 
difference of votes would not have 
been so much. Another candidate 
was also from Awami League. It was 

already known that the Jatiya Party 
candidate was leading...” 

Besides, there was no attempt to 
force the results. From that point 
of view, democracy won there, said 
Quader.

“It was a local election, not the 
national one. Many things are 
considered in the local elections,” 
he said replying to a query over the 
AL candidate placing  fourth.

“We were behind in the election 
race, but we did not try hard to 
go forward,” he said. “We have 
accepted the people’s verdict.”

In Tuesday’s polls, Jatiya Party 
candidate Mostafizar Rahman 
Mostafa scored a resounding 
victory and was re-elected as the 
mayor.

AL candidate Hosne Ara Lutfa 
Dalia was in the fourth position 
while AL rebel Latifur Rahman 
Milan ended up with more votes 
than her.

AL didn’t make any mistake 
in selecting the candidate for the 
election, Quader added.

Meanwhile, Dhallywood star 
Mahiya Mahi yesterday bought 
the nomination form for Awami 
League, as she plans on standing for 
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With the year coming to an end, many roadside shops are busy selling calendars for 2023. The calendars come 
in many sizes, featuring photos and artworks of all kind. The photo was taken yesterday near Baitul Mukarram 
Mosque. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

One ministry 
should deal 
with climate 
change
Says Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One ministry should take 
care of climate-change 
issues, because the 
functions of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change and 
the Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief 
often overlap, said 
lawmaker Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury yesterday.

The chairman of the 
parliamentary standing 
committee on the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change made the 
suggestion while speaking 
as chief guest at an event 
titled “Climate Diplomacy 
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