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3 held for trying 
to hurl bombs 
at rail track
UNB, Narayanganj

Police arrested three persons while they 
were allegedly trying to hurl bombs at 
rail tracks at No 2 Narayanganj Railway 
Station yesterday.

The arrestees are Joynal, Habibur and 
Hasan, said police.

Mokhlesur Rahman, sub-inspector of 
Narayanganj Railway Police Station, said 
a team of police guards stay on guard in 
the area to check any possible attacks on 
railways.

At one stage, they noticed some young 
men trying to hurl bombs targeting the rail 
tracks in the afternoon. Later, police caught 
them red-handed, said SI Mokhlesur.

It is not clear whether the arrestees 
have any involvement with political 
parties, he said, adding that cases will be 
filed against them.

No foreign 
pressure over 
polls: EC Anisur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

There is no foreign pressure ahead of 
the national election, said Election 
Commissioner Md Anisur Rahman 
yesterday.

He made this remark while talking 
to reporters after a special meeting 
with the candidates and election related 
officials of the five parliamentary seats in 
Sunamganj.

“This time, a large number of observers 
are coming from different countries. 
People from embassies and organisations 
asked us to extend the time of enlistment 
and we extended it. Now they have sent 
the list [of observers],” he said.

“After reviewing this list, it will be sent 
to the home and foreign ministries,” he 
added.

“Over 2,000 applications for local 
observers have been received, and they 
are being verified,” he added.

Regarding the law-and-order 
situation, Anisur said, “There is no 
chance for the deterioration of the law-
and-order situation before or after the 
election. Law enforcement agencies at all 
levels are on high alert.”

2 killed in Barishal 
road accident
UNB, Barishal

Two people were killed and 10 injured as a bus hit a 
roadside tree after a collision with a three-wheeler 
on Dhaka-Barishal highway in Wazirpur upazila 
of Barishal yesterday morning.

The deceased are Sohrab, 38, and Rubel, 40, of 
Wazirpur upazila.

Witnesses and passengers of the bus said the 
Sakura Paribahan bus collided with an oncoming 
three-wheeler in Attipara area. After hitting the 
three-wheeler, the bus hit a roadside tree that 
caused the deaths of two passengers.

At least 10 people, including the helper of the bus, 
were injured in the accident. They were admitted to 
Barishal Sher-e-Bangla Medical College Hospital. 

Firoz Alam, assistant sub-inspector of Wazirpur 
Police Station, said the accident may have been 
caused due to dense fog. The bodies were sent to 
the hospital morgue for autopsy.  

JP stronghold under 
threat in Rangpur

Independents may cause headache for AL, JP candidates
KONGKON KARMAKER

There are early signs of tough competition in six 
constituencies of Rangpur for the upcoming 
national polls, with the candidate pool comprising 
heavyweights and strong grassroots leaders. 

A total of 32 contenders across different 
political parties are running in the electoral race.

Jatiya Party candidates dominate the 
constituencies, with the district being a 
stronghold of the party. AL and its independents 
also have a strong presence in several 
constituencies.

In Rangpur-1, former state minister and incumbent 
lawmaker Moshiur Rahman Ranga is running as an 
independent candidate, while Hossain Mokbul Shahriar Asif, a 

nephew of GM Quader, is the JP candidate. Notably, Ranga was 
sacked from JP after GM Quader took charge of the party.

With Asaduzzaman Babul, a former Gangachara 
upazila chairman and general secretary of Upazila 

AL, also vying for the seat, a three-way contest 
is anticipated, said JP sources. A total of nine 
candidates are contesting in this constituency.

JP chairman GM Quader is contesting the 
polls from Rangpur-3, another JP stronghold, 
with it being his late brother and former JP 

chairman HM Ershad’s prized seat.
There is no one running against GM Quader 

with the “boat” symbol of the ruling Awami League. 
Anwara Islam Rani, a transgender candidate, is among 

the other candidates contesting from the constituency.
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Oil-laden train 
derails in Habiganj
UNB, Habiganj

A Sreemangal-
bound freight 
train carrying fuel 
oil derailed on 
A k h a u r a - S y l h e t 
route in Habiganj’s 
Madhabpur upazila 
yesterday morning.

However, the train movement remained 
normal, said Ataur Rahman Khadem, station 
master of Mantala station.

He said the compartment of the train coming 
from Akhaura veered off the track around 
9:15am at Mantala station due to a technical 
fault.

As two other sets of tracks were open, it did not 
disrupt the schedule of any other trains, said the 
station master.

A rescue operation was ongoing to remove the 
derailed compartment, he added.

With electioneering underway at full throttle, Chattogram has turned into a city of posters. The photo was taken in Lalkhan 
Bazar area yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN
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