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HIJAB LAW

[ran shuts
bookshop for
‘violation’

AFP, Tehran

Iranian police on Friday
closed a major bookshop
in the centre of the capital
Tehran for allowing
unveiled women to enter
the premises without a
compulsory headscarf, a
newspaper reported.

The closure is part
of  punitive = measures
by authorities over the
past year against women
and businesses who fail
to observe the Islamic
republic’s strict dress code.

“Today, at around noon
(0830 GMT), police officers
went to the central Tehran
branch of Shahr-e-Ketab
(book city in Farsi) and
closed it,” reformist Shargh
daily said on its website.

Shargh cited the reasons
for the closure as “the non-
observance of trade union
regulations and the orders
of the interior ministry”
as well as “the presence of
customers without veils”.

The bookshop confirmed
its closure by authorities.

PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION

Russia bars
pro-peace
candidate

AFP, Moscow
Russia’s Central FElectoral
Commission yesterday
rejected an application by a
candidate calling for peace
to stand in next year’s
presidential elections.

The commission cited
“mistakes in documents”
submitted by Yekaterina

Duntsova, a former
journalist and city
councillor  campaigning
“for peace and democratic
processes”, Russian

television reported.

The commission’s chief,
Ella Pamfilova, said the
members unanimously
rejected Duntsova’s bid to
stand in polls that President
Vladimir Putin is expected
to win comfortably.

Pamlfilova told her: “You
are a young woman, you
have everything ahead of
you.”

Duntsova, 40, had
filed documents to stand
in the March race as an
independent candidate.
She was required to provide
documents proving that
a group of at least 500
people had held a meeting
backing her.

She wrote on social
media that she would
file an appeal against the
ruling with the Supreme
Court.

Israel-atliliated vessel hit

Residents of the refugee camp of Bureij arrive in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip following an evacuation order on Friday. rroTo: sTAR

RAID AT HOSPITAL

Israeli troops desecrated
bodies, shot civilians

Say Palestinian doctor, nurses

CNN ONLINE, Jerusalem

Israeli soldiers raiding a hospital in northern
Gaza desecrated the bodies of dead patients
with bulldozers, let a military dog maul a man
in a wheelchair, and shot multiple doctors
even after vetting them for terror links,
according to allegations by stafl and patients.

The claims relate to an eight-day operation
by the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) at the Kamal
Adwan Hospital last week, which IDF alleges
was being used as a command and control
centre by Hamas.

CNN spoke to two senior medical staff,
another doctor and a patient at the hospital,
who provided corroborating testimonies of
what happened. CNN also reviewed video
evidence for some of the claims.

They paint a disturbing picture of how the
IDF carried out the operation, as doctors were
interrogated for their connections to Hamas
and staff struggled to treat patients trapped
inside.

The IDF says that Hamas hides
infrastructure in and around civilian
institutions in Gaza, such as hospitals, and
that targeting them is essential as it works
to eliminate Hamas from the Gaza Strip.
But its operations are contentious, with
humanitarian organisations saying that
medical facilities in Gaza are rendered unable
to provide basic services.

Among the most serious allegations
relating to the IDF’s operations at Kamal
Adwan is that, as troops were leaving the
hospital complex, they used bulldozers to
dig up bodies that had recently been buried
in makeshift graveyards in the hospital’s

courtyard.

“The soldiers dug up the graves this
morning and dragged the bodies with
bulldozers, then crushed the bodies with
the bulldozers,” said the hospital’s head of
pediatric services, Hossam Abu Safiya, in a
phone interview yesterday. “I have never seen
such a thing before.”

Videos and images he shared with CNN
show decomposing human remains scattered
across the hospital grounds.

The allegation was supported by the
hospital’s head of nursing, Fid Sabbah, and
another nurse, Asmaa Tanteesh.

“The bodies outside in the courtyard were
plowed in front of our eyes,” Tanteesh told
CNN. “All the while, we were shouting and
screaming at them, but our screams fell on
deaf ears.”

Satellite imagery taken on December 15
— right before the IDF withdrew from the
hospital area - shows razed grounds outside
the hospital complex.

The IDF did not address the allegations
directly when approached for comment by
CNN but acknowledged that it had carried
out an operation at the hospital.

Earlier this week, the IDF released a video
of the interrogation of the hospital’s director
and published an accompanying statement
saying he admitted it was being used for
military purposes. It was unclear whether the
statement was elicited under duress.

Abu Safiya, the pediatrics director, and
Sabbah, the chief nurse, countered that the
hospital only provided medical services and
that the arrestees were civilians and medical
workers.

CRIMES IN GAZA

Iran threatens
Mediterranean
closure

REUTERS

An Iranian Revolutionary Guards commander said
the Mediterranean Sea could be closed if the United
States and its allies continued to commit “crimes”
in Gaza, Iranian media reported yesterday, without
explaining how that would happen. Iran backs
Hamas against Israel and it accuses the United
States of backing what it calls Israeli crimes in Gaza,
where weeks of bombardment have killed thousands
of people and driven most of the population from
their homes. “They shall soon await the closure of
the Mediterranean Sea, (the Strait of) Gibraltar and
other waterways,” Tasnim quoted Brigadier General
Mohammad Reza Naqdi, coordinating commander
of the Guards, as saying. Yemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthi group has over the past month attacked
merchant vessels sailing through the Red Sea in
retaliation for Israel’s assault on Gaza, leading some
shipping companies to switch routes. The White
House on Friday said Iran was “deeply involved” in
planning operations against commercial vessels
in the Red Sea. Iran has no direct access to the
Mediterranean itself and it was not clear how the
Guards could attempt to close it off, although Naqdi
talked of “the birth of new powers of resistance and
the closure of other waterways”. “Yesterday, the
Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz became a
nightmare for them, and today they are trapped ...
in the Red Sea,” Naqdi said.

VIOLENCE IN SUDAN

UN Security
Council voices
‘alarm’

AFP, Washington

The UN Security Council expressed “alarm” at
growing violence in war-torn Sudan on Friday,
a day after it reported that seven million people
have been displaced by the conlflict. In a joint
statement, the Council “strongly condemned”
attacks on civilians and the spread of the
conflict “into areas hosting large populations
of internally displaced persons, refugees, and
asylum seekers.” “The members of the Security
Council expressed alarm at the spreading
violence and deteriorating humanitarian
situation in Sudan,” the statement said,
reflecting the worsening situation in the country.
In addition to the seven million internally
displaced people, the UN said Thursday another
1.5 million had fled into neighboring countries.
Since fighting broke out on April 15 between army
chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and his
former deputy, Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) commander
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo,
the city of Wad Madani,
180 kilometers (110 miles)
south of Khartoum,
had become a haven for
thousands of displaced
people during the
conflict. But the Security
Council said fighting had
spread there too, causing
refugees (o flee once again.
“According to the International
Organization for Migration, up to 300,000
people have fled Wad Madani in Al-Jazira state
in a new wave of large-scale displacement,”
UN secretary-general’s spokesman Stephane

Dujarric said Thursday.
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by aerial vehicle ofl India
Says UK firm

REUTERS, New Delhi

An Israel-affiliated merchant vessel was
struck by an uncrewed aerial vehicle
off India’s west coast, British maritime
security firm Ambrey said on Saturday,
in the first such known attack so far away
from the Red Sea since the Gaza war.

A fire on the Liberian-flagged
tanker was extinguished without crew
casualties in the incident 200 km (120
miles) southwest of the Indian city of
Veraval, it said, adding some “structural
damage was also reported and some
water was taken onboard”.

“Merchant vessels are advised these
types of attacks are typically targeted
at Israel-affiliated shipping, but have
in the past mistakenly hit previously
Israel-afliliated vessels,” Ambrey said.
“This event fell within Ambrey’s Iranian
UAV heightened threat area.”

An Indian Navy oficial told Reuters
that it responded to a request for
assistance last morning.

“The safety of crew and ship has
been ascertained. The Navy has also
dispatched a warship to arrive in the
area and provide assistance as required,”
the official said, declining to be named
as he was not authorised to discuss the
incident.

Indian news agency ANI, in which
Reuters has a minority stake, identified
the tanker as MV Chem Pluto carrying

crude oil from Saudi Arabia. Citing
Indian defence sources, ANI said the
tanker had around 20 Indians on board.

A Reuters tracker showed the
ship was headed towards the Port of
Mangalore in India’s south.

The hit on the vessel follows drone
and missile attacks in the Red Sea by
Iran-backed Houthis, who say they are
supporting Palestinians under siege by
Israel in the Gaza Strip, on commercial
shipping, forcing shippers to change
course and take longer routes around
the southern tip of Africa.

US on Friday said Iran was “deeply
involved” in planning operations
against commercial vessels in the Red
Sea and its intelligence was critical to
enable Yemen’s Houthi movement to
target ships.

“We know that Iran was deeply
involved in planning the operations
against commercial vessels in the
Red Sea. This is consistent with
Iran’s long-term materiel support
and encouragement of the Houthis’
destabilizing actions in the region,”
White House national security
spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said in
a statement.

“This is an international challenge
that demands collective action,” Watson
said.

Iran denies involvement in attacks by
the Houthis in the Red Sea.

court rejects
hearing
request

REUTERS, Washington

The US Supreme Cour
on Friday declined to
immediately decide former
President Donald Trump’s
claim that he cannot be
prosecuted for  trying
to overturn his 2020
election defeat, allowing
a lower court to continue
reviewing the issue.

The justices, rebufling
an extraordinary request
by US Special Counsel
Jack Smith, refused to
effectively leap-frog a lower
appeals court to speed up
a final ruling on Trump’s
claim of criminalimmunity
ahead of his trial, due to
begin in March. The court
issued its decision without
explanation in a brief one-
page order. No justice
publicly dissented. The
justices could still decide
to consider the issue later.

A federal appeals court
in Washington has fast-
tracked its consideration
of the issue, and scheduled
oral arguments for Jan 9.
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