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ARSON ATTACKS ON TRAINS

3 ‘Chhatra Dal men’ 
held in Joypurhat
STAR REPORT

Members of Santahar railway police in Bogura have 
arrested three Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal activists 
accused of torching two trains in Panchbibi and 
Joypurhat earlier this month.

Muktar Hossain, officer-in-charge of Santahar 
Railway Police Station, said the suspects were 
arrested in Nishimor village of Joypurhat Sadar 
upazila and Rukindupur village of Akkelpur 
upazila in raids that began on Thursday night and 
continued till yesterday morning.

The arrestees are Abu Biswas, 24, Tazul Islam, 
26, and Md Momin, 26.

In two cases filed with the police station, the 
three were accused of torching the Drutojan 
Express at Panchbibi station on December 4 
and the Uttara Express at Joypurhat station on 
December 15.

During interrogation, the arrested individuals 
admitted their involvement with Chhatra Dal.

The suspects will face court proceedings 
following their interrogation, said the OC.

Two BNP 
men held for 
anti-polls 
campaign
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

Police yesterday arrested two 
BNP men -- including its 
Chattogram city unit senior 
joint convener MA Aziz -- in 
Kalshi Dighir Par area on the 
charge of attempting to foil 
the January 7 election.

The other arrestee -- 
Arifur Rahman -- is a leader 
of the metropolitan unit of 
Jubo Dal, said police and 
party insiders.

OC Manzur Kader said 
both the leaders are already 
accused in sabotage cases 
filed with Bandar Police 
Station in April.

In a press release, signed 
by former office secretary 
Idris Ali, BNP said top 
leaders of Chattogram BNP 
demanded withdrawal of 
“false” cases against their 
party activists and their 
immediate release.

Violence, electioneering 
go hand in hand in Ctg

First 5 days marred by clashes between AL, independent candidates
ARUN BIKASH DEY

Violence marred the first five days of 
election campaigns across different 
constituencies in Chattogram.

In most constituencies, the main 
rivals of Awami League candidates 
are their party colleagues, who 
are running as independents, and 
consequently, violence centring 
on electioneering in those 
constituencies took place when 
activists of AL and independent 
candidates locked horns. 

Yesterday afternoon, an activist 
of Gias Uddin, an independent 
from Chattogram-1 (Mirsarai) and 
executive member of Chattogram 
north district unit AL, was 
attacked while campaigning at 
Khaiyachhara union.

Gias alleged that activists 
of Mahbub Rahman Ruhel, AL 
candidate for the constituency, 
attacked his activists without 
provocation.

“One of my activists named 
Apu sustained a head injury, as 
they (Ruhel activists) attacked my 
activists with sticks and sharp 
weapons,” he said. 

On Thursday, three including 
a UP chairman were injured in 
a clash between activists of AL 
and independent candidates 
in Chattogram-15 (Satkania –
Lohagara) constituency.

AL candidate Abu Reza 

Muhammad Nezamuddin Nadvi’s 
activists locked into a clash with 
independent MA Motaleb’s activists 
in Charati union under Satkania 
upazila when both groups were 
campaigning in the same area, said 
Milton Biswas, UNO of Satkania.

Ruhullah Chowdhury, chairman 
of the Charati union parishad, was 
injured alongside two others and 
were admitted to hospital, he said.

Meanwhile, incumbent 
lawmaker and independent 
candidate from Chattogram-12 
constituency Shamsul Haque 
Chowdhury on Thursday alleged 
in a press conference that his 
activists were attacked by activists 
of AL candidate Motaherul Islam 
Chowdhury during electioneering 
at Patiya upazila’s Kashiaish union 
on Wednesday.

Motaherul’s activists also 
vandalised six vehicles, alleged 
Shamsul. 

Although the 
candidates vowed 
for peaceful and 

festive polls, the situation 
is becoming concerning 

with time. 

TAPOS NANDI 
A voter of Chattogram-12

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Four HSTU students 
expelled over ragging
Students block road in protest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Students of Hajee Mohammad 
Danesh Science and Technology 
University in Dinajpur blocked 
the Dinajpur-Rangpur highway 
for three hours on Thursday 
protesting the university 
authorities’ action against eight 
students over ragging allegations.

Several hundred students, 
armed with sticks, blocked the highway in front of their 
campus around 9:00pm on Thursday and continued till 
midnight, halting traffic movement and causing suffering 
to hundreds of passengers on the route.

The protesters demanded the HSTU authorities 
withdraw the actions taken against the accused students.

Later, police and HSTU teachers went to the scene and 
persuaded the students to clear the road around midnight, 
said Dinajpur Sadar OC Farid Hossain. The teachers told 
the students to appeal against the action.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Black smoke emitted by these trucks on highways continue to pollute the air. Not just that, people are also 
suffering as smoke irritates the eyes and inhaling it can lead to other health hazards. The photo was taken 
near Khornia Bazar in Dumuria upazila of Khulna recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Around 180 brick kilns across 14 upazilas of 
Lalmonirhat and Kurigram are extracting 
topsoil from farmland to manufacture bricks, 
affecting agriculture and the environment.

Around 5kg of soil is needed to manufacture 
a brick. Each of these kilns produces 40-50 
lakh bricks every year, leading to the loss of a 
significant amount of topsoil which, in turn, 
hampers agricultural yield.

“It is not possible to manufacture bricks 
without using topsoil, about 5-10 inches 
from the surface of arable land. So, the kilns 
purchase it from farmers,” said Shafiqul Islam, 
a brickmaker at Dhairkhata in Lalmonirhat.

Topsoil is the uppermost outer layer of 
the soil which has the highest concentration 
of organic matter. It is also the place where 
most biological activity occurs, said Hamidur 
Rahman, deputy director of Department of 
Agriculture Extension in Lalmonirhat.

“Once excavated, it takes over a decade for 
the soil to return to its previous fertility,” he 
said.

Topsoil also contains humus and is also 
home to most microorganisms that help 
break down nutrients for plants to process 
food, stressed Biplob Kumar Mohanta, deputy 
director of DAE in Kurigram.

He urged the authorities concerned to take 
immediate steps to prevent topsoil extraction.

Mobarak Hossain, a 60-year-old farmer of 

Ghanoshyam village in Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj 
upazila, said, “Brick kiln owners usually 
purchase a few bighas of topsoil at once, leaving 
the nearby agricultural land elevated. The 
difference in soil height hampers agricultural 
activities after irrigation. It compels us to also 

sell our topsoil 
to ensure that 
the lands are at 
the same level.”

F a r m e r s 
usually make Tk 
15,000-20,000 in 
exchange for topsoil 
from one bigha land, they 
said.

Selling the topsoil of his three bigha land 
about six years ago, Ashraf Ali, a 65-year-old 

farmer from Newashi village in Kurigram’s 
Phulbari, said he is still unable to achieve his 
expected yield.

Jahangir Alam, a brick kiln owner in 
Kurigram’s Roumari, said they purchase 
topsoil from farmers at a fair price. He claimed 

that they never force farmers to sell 
topsoil, rather farmers willingly sell 
it.

Azaherul Islam, deputy director 
of Department of Environment in 

Rangpur, said topsoil is being collected 
from arable land for brick kilns openly 

and the district administration has been 
informed of the matter.

Deputy Commissioner in Lalmonirhat 
Mohammad Ullah said they would start drives 
soon to stop the sale of topsoil from arable lands.

Topsoil burnt for bricks
Arable land loses fertility, affecting agricultural yield 

in Lalmonirhat and Kurigram
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