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Biman to 
start Dhaka-
Rome flights 
from March
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines will start 
operating Dhaka-Rome 
flights from March next 
year, said Biman MD 
and CEO Shafiul Azim 
yesterday.

He was speaking at a 
dialogue organised by 
the Aviation and Tourism 
Journalist Forum of 
Bangladesh at the Biman 
Training Centre in Dhaka.
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4 candidates 
show-caused
STAR REPORT

The election enquiry 
committee issued show-
cause notices to five 
people, including four 
candidates in Tangail 
and one in Thakurgaon.

In Thakurgaon, 
a notice was issued 
to Awami League 
candidate and MP 
Ramesh Chandra Sen of 
Thakurgaon-1, for saying 
that BNP supporters will 
be removed from the 
list of beneficiaries of 
various projects if they 
do not cast vote.

Notices were also sent 
to Tanvir Hasan Soto 
Monir, lawmaker and AL 
candidate for Tangail-2; 
Yunus Islam Talukdar 
Thandu, independent 
candidate from the 
same constituency; 
independent candidate 
from Tangail-7, Mir 
Enayet Hossain Montu; 
and Montu’s brother, 
Mirzapur upazila AL 
president Mir Sharif 
Mahmud. Tanvir and 
Yunus were asked 
to appear before the 
committee on allegations 
of vandalising each 
other’s election offices.

Shakil Ahmed, 
Dinajpur RO 
and DC, said 

he would 
look into the 
matter after 

receiving 
written 

or verbal 
complaints 

from the 
candidates.

DINAJPUR, JOYPURHAT

Rift opens up in AL 
as campaign starts

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

With Awami League candidates facing 
competition from their “independent” 
counterparts in Dinajpur and Joypurhat, 
rifts have started to take place within 
the party’s grassroots following the 
beginning of electioneering on Monday. 

In many places, independents and their 
supporters have been facing obstacles 
from supporters of the AL candidates in 
conducting their campaigns.

Since Monday night, sporadic 
incidents of pre-polls violence have taken 
place in Kalai upazila of Joypurhat, 
along with Dinajpur’s Birganj and 
Chirirbandar upazilas.

In Kalai, which is under Joypurhat-2, 
eight people were injured in clashes. An 
independent candidate, Golam Mahfuz 
Chowdhury Abosor, also general 
secretary of AL’s Joypurhat district unit, 
claimed them to be his supporters.

Mahfuz alleged that his supporters 
were campaigning for him at Matrai 
Bazar in the upazila on Monday 
afternoon when supporters of AL 
candidate Abu Sayeed Al Mahmud 
Swapan attacked them.

Mahfuz and his supporters later held 
a protest rally in front of the office of 
Joypurhat deputy commissioner and 
Returning Officer Saleheen Tanvir Gazi. 
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Polling officials attend a day-long training at Mohila Samity Girls High School and College in the port city 
yesterday. The session was held by the Election Commission as part of its election preparation programmes.
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BAGMARA 
a headache for 

Rajshahi
Cases pile up as AL, independent 

candidates lock horns
ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

Out of six constituencies of 
Rajshahi district, Rajshahi-4 
alone, comprising Bagmara 
upazila, has caused the most 
headache for election officials.

Since the polls campaign 
began, five cases have been filed 
with Bagmara police till yesterday in connection with 
clashes between supporters of Awami League’s candidate 
Abul Kalam Azad and independent candidate Enamul 
Haque, also the incumbent lawmaker from AL, police said.

Three of the cases were filed by Enamul’s men and 
police so far arrested two supporters of Azad in the cases, 
said Rajshahi SP Md Saifur Rahman.

“We conveyed our message to the rival parties that 
we will not allow any violation of the election code of 
conduct,” he said.

“BGB and Rab personnel will start patrolling the 
troubled areas from Saturday, although the forces are 
scheduled to be deployed from next Wednesday,” said Md 
Uzzal Hossain, ARO and UNO of the upazila.

However, the initiatives had little effect.
Yesterday morning, Enamul alleged that Azad’s men 

vandalised three of their offices in the Dippur area on 
Wednesday night.

He also alleged that the AL candidate’s supporters 
intercepted his campaigns in Ganipur, Basupara and 
Sonadanga areas and removed all his posters from the 
Hamirkutsa Bazar area.

“Some armed outsiders in several black microbuses are 
showing up and threatening my campaign workers of dire 
consequences,” Enamul claimed.

Contacted, Azad’s chief election coordinator 
Mahbubur Rahman made a counter allegation that 

Since the polls campaign began, five 
cases have been filed with Bagmara 

police till yesterday in connection with 
clashes between supporters of Awami 

League’s candidate Abul Kalam Azad and 
independent candidate Enamul Haque, 
also the incumbent lawmaker from AL.
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15 hurt in pre-
polls violence 
in 5 districts
STAR REPORT

At least 15 people were injured as Awami League 
men allegedly attacked supporters of independent 
candidates and during factional clashes in five 
districts yesterday.

In Lalmonirhat, AL men attacked independent 
candidate Ataur Rahman Pradhan and vandalised 
his vehicle and election office at Hatibandha upazila.

Pradhan’s chief election agent, former president 
of Hatibandha upazila AL Sarwar Hayat Khan, said 
when they were campaigning in Gaddimari, UP 
Chairman Abu Bakkar Siddique Shyamal and his 
men attacked them at Medical Mor at 8:00pm.

Shyamal is APS to Motahar Hossain, the AL 
candidate for Lalmonirhat-1 (Hatibandha-Patgram). 
Pradhan said he will file a complaint soon.

Shyamal alleged when Pradhan spoke against 
“boat” during his campaign, locals attacked him.

OC Saiful Islam of Hatibandha police said they will 
investigate the matter upon receiving a complaint.

In Chattogram, three people were hurt 
when supporters of AL’s Abu Reza Muhammad 
Nezamuddin Nadwi and independent candidate 
MA Motaleb locked into a clash in Satkania’s 
Charati, said UNO Milton Biswas.

Charati UP Chairman Ruhullah Chowdhury, 
who was also injured, claimed that Motalab’s 
supporters attacked him and Nadwi’s wife. 

In Jhenaidah, five people were injured as AL 
men attacked the election camp of Naser Shahriar 
Zahedi Mahul, an independent candidate of 
Jhenaidah-2 at Goalpara bazar around 7:30pm.

OC Shaheen Uddin of Jhenaidah Police Station 
said police brought the situation under control.

Meanwhile, two people were injured as 
supporters of AL candidate Shamim Haque and 
independent candidate AK Azad clashed over 
pasting posters at Umedia Bazar in Faridpur.

In Narayanganj, five persons were injured in a 
clash between two AL factions in Rupganj. Police 
detained eight people around 7:00pm, said OC 
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