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No AL independents
FROM PAGE 3

Bahauddin Nasim, Saber 
Hossain Chowdhury, and 
Mohammad Wakil Uddin 
from Dhaka-8, 9, and 11 won’t 
face any strong resistance 
from their opponents either. 

Actor Ferdous Ahmed 
is also eyeing an easy win 
from Dhaka-10.  In Dhaka 
15, 16, and 17, respective AL 
candidates Kamal Ahmed 
Majumdar, Ilias Uddin 
Mollah, and Mohammad 
Arafat won’t face significant 
challenges as well with the 
other contenders being 
nominated from lesser-
known parties.
INDEPENDENTS IN 

DHAKA 14, 19, 20

Mainul Hossain Khan 
Nikhil, AL candidate for 
Dhaka-14 and general 
secretary of central Jubo 

League, is expected to face 
a formidable challenge 
from AL leader Sabina 
Akter Tuhin. 

Sabina, a former 
reserved seat lawmaker, 
is running independently 
against Nikhil.

In Dhaka-19, AL 
candidate Enamur 
Rahman, state minister 
for disaster management 
and relief, will compete 
with former lawmaker and 
AL independent Talukdar 
Mohammad Towhid Jung 
Murad. A strong battle is 
likely in this constituency.

Benjir Ahmed, AL pick 
for Dhaka-20, may also face 
fierce competition from his 
party colleagues. MA Malek 
and Mohaddes Hossain are 
running as independents 
for the seat.

AL grassroots
FROM PAGE 3

us this time, rather they 
are supporting Shafiqur 
Rahman,” said a Workers’ 
Party leader.

Even more surprising 
is the fact that a section 
of local AL including 
Bagha UP chairman 
Layeb Uddin Lavlu and 
Bagha municipality mayor 
Akkas Ali is supporting 
independent candidate 
Rahenul Haque against 
state minister for foreign 
affairs Mohammad 
Shahriar Alam at  
Rajshahi-6. 

Rahenul, a former AL 
lawmaker, is trying to 
generate support in his 
favour by asking voters to 
choose “an MP who is from 
their own locality”.

In Rajshahi-1, AL 
nominee and incumbent 
MP Omor Faruk 
Chowdhury is facing a 
strong opposition from 
the party’s independent 
candidate Golam Rabbani.

Actress Sharmin 
Akter Nipa Mahiya alias 
Mahiya Mahi, who is 
also contesting from the 
seat independently, is 
yet to generate support 
from party leaders, but 
has already created a 
sensation among new 
voters.
VIOLENCE IN 

RAJSHAHI-4

In Rajshahi-4, the 
situation has reached 

a boiling point as 
grassroots leaders and 
activists within the AL 
find themselves split, 
leading to pre-election 
violence. The majority 
have rallied behind 
outgoing AL lawmaker 
Enamul Haque, who, 
having failed to secure the 
party’s nomination, is now 
contesting independently. 

Last Sunday, supporters 
of AL candidate Abul 
Kalam Azad clashed with 
supporters of Enamul, 
resulting in seven injuries. 

To curb further 
violence, law enforcement 
has heightened security 
measures in the 
constituency.

“Garnering local AL 
leaders support will be 
a challenge for the AL 
candidate as he is facing a 
heavyweight candidate,” 
said a local AL leader.
SMOOTH SAILING FOR 

TWO

In Rajshahi-3 and 
Rajshahi-5 constituencies, 
AL candidates Md 
Asaduzzaman Asad and 
Kazi Abdul Wadud Dara 
are unlikely to face any 
challenge within the party, 
as independent candidates 
Ayeen Uddin and Mansur 
Rahman withdrew their 
candidacy. 

A total of 40 candidates 
are participating from 
the six constituencies of 
Rajshahi.

Abed left this world
FROM PAGE 3

Executive Director Asif 
Saleh said, “Those of us 
working at BRAC, have 
not only embraced Sir 
Fazle Hasan Abed as a role 
model but have genuinely 
endeavoured to learn from 
his work philosophy and 
thoughts, reflecting them 
in our daily lives.”

Among others, BRAC 
Bangladesh Governing 
Body Chairperson Dr 
Hossain Zillur Rahman; 
Sir Fazle Hasan Abed’s 
wife Lady Syeda Sarwat 
Abed; Managing Director 
of BRAC Enterprises 
Tamara Hasan Abed; 
Executive Director of BRAC 
International Shameran 
Abed and CEO of Batighar 
Zafar Ahmed Rashed, 
the publishing company 
of “Ashar Joy”, were also 
present.
BRACU REMEMBERS 

ABED

BRAC University 
also organised a 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
programme yesterday, 
marking the fourth death 
anniversary of its founder.

The day began with a 
delegation led by Prof Syed 
Mahfuzul Aziz, pro vice-
chancellor and acting VC, 
placing wreaths on Abed’s 
grave at Banani graveyard.

Students, faculty 

members and staffers of 
the university were present 
on the occasion.

Afterwards, a panel 
discussion was held 
on the campus on 
Abed’s contributions to 
education and community 
development.

During the discussion, 
Syeda Sarwat Abed, senior 
director of BRAC Institute 
of Languages, highlighted 
his immense impact on 
primary education, noting 
his establishment of over 
45,000 primary schools 
and innovative teaching 
methods focused on 
community engagement.

Underlining his 
initiatives which left a 
profound and lasting 
influence on education in 
Bangladesh and beyond, 
university registrar 
Dr David Dowland 
lauded his journey 
and entrepreneurial 
achievements during the 
discussion.

Prof Shaila Sultana, 
director of BRAC Institute 
of Languages, and Maj Gen 
(retd) Sahool Afzal were 
also in attendance.

The programme 
concluded with a musical 
performance.

A digital photo exhibition, 
showcasing Abed’s journey, 
was also held.

King’s parties’ 
FROM PAGE 3

Mirpur offices are in 
the same building, as 
confirmed by three 
signboards.

“Not a single party 
member visited the place 
in the last 20 days,” said a 
security guard.

Visiting Trinamool 
BNP’s central office on 
Topkhana Road in Old 
Dhaka in the afternoon, a 
staff member mentioned 
that no prominent leader 
or grassroots worker had 
visited for the past 10-12 
days.

However, three 
individuals claiming to be 
“party supporters” were 
observed conversing inside 
the office but declined to 
reveal their identities when 
approached for comments.

Demand for locally
FROM PAGE 3

rose significantly ahead 
of the election. We had 
information that criminal 
groups in the hilly regions 
who engaged in abduction, 
murder, extortion, and 
drug peddling, ordered the 
firearms from them,” said 
Lt Col HM Sazzad Hossain, 
commanding officer of 
Rab-15.

C h a t t o g r a m ’ s 
Banshkhali, Satkania, 
Lohagara, Chandanish, and 
other areas witnessed use 
of illegal firearms during 
polls violence in recent 

times.
In February 2022, during 

the union parishad polls, 
supporters of a chairman 
candidate locked into 
fierce clashes in Satkania 
upazila. The incident 
made newspaper headlines 
alongside images of men 
brandishing firearms, who 
are allegedly involved with 
the ruling party.

Police later arrested 
several persons and 
recovered a number of 
firearms but failed to 
dig deeper regarding the 
sources.

Ctg-8 to get fourth lawmaker
FROM PAGE 3

Nurul Amin Chowdhury, 
president of Boalkhali 
upazila unit AL, said, 
“We were deprived of a 
lawmaker from the party 
in this seat for a long time 
until Moslem Uddin and 
after him Noman Mahmud 
were elected lawmakers. 
This time again the 
party’s candidate has been 
withdrawn in support of 
the candidate from another 
party.”

“Although it is 
unexpected, we accept the 

decision as it came from 
the party chief,” he said.

According to sources, 
JP’s organisational 
strength is not very strong 
in this constituency. If local 
AL leaders and activists 
do not work for the JP 
candidate it will be tough 
for Solaiman to secure 
victory.

Jahurul Islam, general 
secretary of Chattogram 
south district unit Juba 
League, said if a seat 
gets different lawmakers 
frequently, it disrupts 

development.
“The party has not yet 

given us any instruction to 
work for the victory of the 
candidate from another 
party,” he added.

Contacted, Solaiman 
said, “I feel honoured 
that the prime minister 
has withdrawn the AL 
candidate for my sake. I 
think their leaders and 
activists will work in my 
support.”

Salam could not be 
contacted for comments 
despite repeated attempts.
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AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-25

6-00

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

3-45

4-00

Maghrib

5-24

5-27

Esha

7-00

7-30

AHZ hosts AGM 
in Dhaka
STAR REPORT

AHZ, a higher education provider, hosted its annual general 
meeting (AGM) and rebranding ceremony at the Gulshan 
Shooting Club in Dhaka yesterday, said a press release.

AHZ Chief Executive Officer Golam Mortuza, Chief 
Commercial Officer Zahirul Islam, Director of International 
Recruitment Adam O’Flynn, Chief Marketing Officer 
James Brotherhood, Director of Partnership Katharine 
Ovens, Global Digital Marketing Manager Jubair Hasan, 
Marketing Regional Manager Mahfuz Kushal, and the 
regional managers in Bangladesh Wahid Zaman, HM 
Shahjalal, and Rony Roy were present, among others. 

2nd Edition

With a replica of a “boat” (the electoral symbol of Awami League) leading the way, AL supporters bring out a 
procession in the capital’s Farmgate area yesterday in support of their candidate. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Sylhet in election mood
DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

Sylhet buzzed with election 
excitement yesterday as hundreds of 
Awami League activists, decked out 
in national and party flags, gathered 
at Alia Madrasa field for Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s grand rally.

The vibrant spectacle included 
a stage crafted in the shape of a 
massive boat. The city, decorated 
for the occasion, welcomed the 
PM after five years, with festoons 
and banners adorning all routes 
travelled by her motorcade. 

Although the campaigns for the 
January 7 national election kicked 
off last Monday, it seemed the real 

festivities surrounding the polls 
officially started with this rally.

Following a longstanding 
custom, Hasina, also the AL 
president, officially started her polls 
campaign after offering prayers at 
the shrines of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) 
and Hazrat Shahporan (RA).

Bangladesh Railway organised 
four special trains at AL’s request, 
carrying people from Moulvibazar 
and Habiganj districts. Almost all 
inter-district buses were also seen 
carrying party activists in and out 
of the city.

Sheikh Mohammad Ilias of 
Gopalganj’s Kotalipara was seen 
with a unique boat-shaped hat on 

his head.
“I always attend Awami League’s 

rallies and dedicate all my time 
during campaigning. With the 
premier’s rally in Sylhet, the real 
festivity begins,” he said.

Mojibor Boyati, a folk musician 
from Barishal, was seen singing 
songs popularly used for AL’s 
electoral campaign.

Zakir Hossain, general secretary 
of AL Sylhet city unit, said, “With 
the grand rally, the festivity of the 
national polls finally started. I 
believe all the candidates will kick 
off their full-fledged campaigns 
with the enthusiasm they found 
from the rally.”


