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Bangladesh, Kosovo

can boost trade
PM tells outgoing envoy
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
said Bangladesh and Kosovo can increase
bilateral trade for mutual benefits.

“There are a lot of opportunities to
increase the volume of bilateral trade
and Kosovo can be greatly benefitted
in importing top quality ready-made
garments and pharmaceutical products at
the affordable prices,” she said.

Hasina said this when outgoing Kosovo
Ambassador to Bangladesh Guner Ureya
paid a farewell call on the prime minister
at the Gono Bhaban.

PM’s Press Secretary Thsanul Karim
briefed reporters after the interaction.

KERANIGANJ GAS BLAST
Son blamed as woman

dies of injuries
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A woman who was critically injured due
to a gas cylinder blast at her Keraniganj
residence died last night at the national
burn institute in Dhaka.

Tariqul Islam, its resident surgeon, said
Uma Rani, 60, who suffered 95 percent
burns, died around 9:30pm.

The explosion took place around
9:30am on the ground floor of a four-
storey building at Rishipara.

Six people including three of Uma’s
family were injured in the blast. They are:
her daughter Bina Chakraborty, 40, son
Deba Chakraborty, 28, and grandson
Pinak Chakraborty, 15.

They were also taken to the burn
institute.

Lipy Chakraborty, 30, a neighbour,
and vendor Swapan Rajbangshi, 50, both
of whom suffered head injuries when
brick chunks struck them as a wall of the
building collapsed due to the explosion,
were receiving treatment at DMCH.

It was primarily believed that the
incident was caused by a gas leak.

However, Uma’s elder son Sanjay
Chakraborty filed a case with South
Keraniganj Police Station last night
alleging that his younger brother Deba, a
drug addict, is behind the incident.

According to the case statement, on
Monday, refused of drug money, Deba
locked the four family members in the
house, opened the key of the gas cylinder
and then set it on fire.

Their mother, sister and Sanjay’s son
Pinak were burnt along with Deba, said
sub-inspector Nazmus Sakib of the police
station, quoting the statement.

He said Deba admitted to his crime
during primary interrogation.

With their tea worker parents out to work, these two fifth graders decided to utilise their time to the fullest -- playing with
clay dolls on a winter morning at Sylhet’s Khadim Nagar Tea Estate yesterday.

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY

Focus on their skills training

Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There should be a special focus on
enhancing the skills training of
prospective migrant workers, said
Cabinet Secretary Mahbub Hossain
yesterday.

“We are sending plenty of people
[abroad]. Compared to their number,
the remittance inflow, if I say per capita
remittance, is very low,” he said.

He was addressing a discussion
marking International Migrants Day
organised by the expatriates’ welfare and
overseas employment ministry at the
Probashi Kalyan Bhaban in the capital.

The cabinet secretary said the
expatriates’ welfare ministry has to
prioritise  migrant workers’  skills
training and increase its involvement in
this regard. “The change will not come
overnight but we have to put our foot
in,” he said.

He also said there should be a rigorous
campaign to connect migrant workers
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with different government services,
particularly to encourage remitters to
send money through banking channels.

Although migrant workers’
economic contributions are more often
acknowledged, their social contributions

There should be a rigorous
campaign to connect migrant
workers with different
government services,
particularly to encourage
remitters to send money
through banking channels.

MAHBUB HOSSAIN, Cabinet secretary

should be recognised as well, as each of
them serves as a “flag” of Bangladesh, he
added.

The cabinet secretary asked the
expatriates’ welfare ministry officials
to take steps to educate prospective
migrant workers on the “probash”

scheme of the government’s universal
pension scheme and its benefits.

Tuomo Poutiainen, country director
of ILO Bangladesh, said as the world
commemorates the migrants’ rights and
contributions on the day, it is imperative
o set eyes on how to improve and come
together to address their challenges.

As the global landscape is changing,
it is increasingly important that the
Bangladesh government supports legal,
skilled, and quality labour migration, he
said.

“When I say legal and skilled, I don’t
mean just any kind of work. I mean
quality and decent work,” he added.

Abdusattor Esoev, chief of mission of
IOM Bangladesh, said when the focus is
mostly on migration and development,
the issues of migrant workers’ rights and
protection, particularly in destination
countries, should not be forgotten.

Much has been done but there is still
a lot of work to do, he said, adding that

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

A family-run
oang that robs
warehouse

Police arrest 4 in Dhaka,
Narsingdi

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Nuru Islam Nuru
is a truck driver
by profession,
travelling across the
country to deliver
products. But
Nuru, a seemingly .
unsuspecting Nuru Monir
individual, has been utilising his delivery ventures
as a front for conducting robberies with his six-to-
eight-member gang.

Four of his accomplices are close family
members, with Monir Hossain, Nuru’s younger
brother-in-law and second-in-command, playing
a role in the illicit activities. His other brother-in-
law (elder brother of his wife), cousin, and cousin’s
son are also members of the gang.

They target warchouses containing items such
as soybean oil, potatoes, onions, milk powder, soap,
or shampoo -- goods valued at Tk 10 to 15 lakh.

Police’s Detective Branch claimed to have
discovered the gang’s activities while investigating
a recent case filed regarding the theft of cigarette
packets worth around Tk 15 lakh from a warehouse
in the capital’s Manikdi area on November 27.

Nuru, Monir, and two other members of the
gang have been arrested recently.

SM  Rezaul Hoque, additional deputy
commissioner (cantonment zonal team) of DB
police, said the thieves damaged the warehouse
CCTV cameras while taking cigarettes.

“We then collected footage from around 150
CCTV cameras installed at Dhaka’s Demra and
Kanchpur bridge areas to detect and arrest
the gang, and managed to recover the looted
cigarettes,” he told The Daily Star yesterday.

“The gang has been involved in robbery since
2017. They’ve so far looted valuables from depots
located in Narayanganj, Narsingdi, Mymensingh,
Gazipur, Madaripur, and Shariatpur.”

While analysing the CCTV footage, detectives
first spotted the truck at Dhaka’s BSCIC area, and
the stolen cigarette cartons were taken to a shop
by a rickshaw. Police identified one Rifat Hasan
Bhuyan as the shopkeeper and interrogated him.

Rifat admitted he received cigarettes and other
products from the gang members and provided
police with the phone numbers of Nuru and Monir.

Nuru was arrested from his father-in-law’s
house in Dhaka’s Sharulia during a party he
hosted for the gang’s success. Monir was arrested
when he was scouting a soap factory in Narsingdi.

Detectives said Monir too was a truck driver. At
first, he used to work as an associate of Nuru.

Then Monir arranged the marriage between
Nuru and his sister to gain his trust. Nuru has
local sources to inform him about warehouses he

New body
supporting
Palestine

formed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new body in support
of the people of
Palestinian, named
Palestine Solidarity
Committee, Bangladesh,
was formed yesterday.
The committee’s
formation came from
a meeting held at
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Dhaka University,
where  representatives e
from diverse fields --
including politicians,
educators, and writers--
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The meeting
unanimously  elected -
Emeritus Professor
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as the convener.

It was also decided
that a joint rally and -
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procession would be
organised on December
29 in Shahbagh, calling
for an end to the Israeli &
aggression and genocide
in Palestine, demanding q
a ceasefire and the
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Palestine.
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Leaders at the —
meeting  urged  all
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figures addressed the
meeting, including
Mujahidul Islam Selim, =
Anu Muhammad, Igbal
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Chakraborty, Prof Harun-
or-Rashid, Bazlur Rashid
Firoz and numerous
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