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TIB not for or against 
any political party
Says the anti-graft watchdog
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International Bangladesh yesterday 
said they are in favour of free, fair, and inclusive 
elections, not for or against any political party.

The anti-graft watchdog issued a statement in 
response to Road Transport and Bridges Minister 
and Awami League General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader’s comment that TIB is towing BNP’s line. 

TIB said the comment is self-embarrassing for 
Quader while reflecting the mindset of treating all 
critics as political opponents.

TIB Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman said it 
shouldn’t be unknown to the learned minister that 
an inclusive election can only be held in a situation 
where a level playing field for all aspiring parties and 
candidates is ensured through the neutral, non-
partisan and conflict-of-interest-free role of the 
Election Commission, election time government, 
administration, and law enforcement agencies.

TIB condemned the AL general secretary’s attempt 
to associate the organisation with BNP for expressing 
doubts regarding a participatory election.

TIB expressed that while such allegations 
were neither surprising nor unnerving, they did 
highlight a recurrent trend where both major 
political parties, Awami League and BNP, responded 
with hostility whenever TIB’s research reports or 
recommendations challenged their interests.

“TIB is an apolitical entity with no affiliations 
with any political party. It was deeply disappointing 
to hear such unfounded statements from a key 
minister of the state and the second-in-command 
of the ruling political party,” said the statement.

Iftekharuzzaman further said, “TIB’s position 
remains unwaveringly neutral when it comes to 
political alignments. Our focus is on fostering a 
corruption-free, democratic, and well-governed 
Bangladesh.”

TIB stands firm in its commitment to democracy 
and good governance while opposing anti-democratic 
forces. The ongoing opportunistic hostilities from the 
two major political parties only served to highlight the 
organisation’s neutrality, he added. 

Two killed in N’ganj 
road accidents
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Two men were killed in separate road accidents in 
Narayanganj’s Araihazar upazila yesterday.

In Chhonpara, Md Mehedi, 40, a car driver was 
killed and three others were injured when his vehicle 
and a truck collided on Dhaka-Sylhet highway in the 
area, said police.

The injured were taken to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital, said Araihazar Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Ahsan Ullah.

In another incident, Md Sharif, 28, a three-
wheeler driver, was killed as his goods-laden vehicle 
fell into a roadside ditch after hitting a BRTC bus at 
Sadardia village in the upazila, said the OC.

4 of a family suffer 
burns in explosion
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Four members of a family suffered burn injuries in 
an explosion caused by accumulated gas at a flat in 
Narayanganj early yesterday.

The incident happened on the third floor of 
a four-storey under-construction building in 
Khilmarket area of Fatullah.

The injured -- Sultan Mia, 60, his wife Sahida 
Begum, 50, and their sons Nabi Hossain, 27, and Ali 
Hossain, 25 -- were taken to the Burn Unit of Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital.

Of them, Sahida Begum suffered 53 percent, Nabi 
22 percent, Ali 20 percent and Sultan 4 percent 
burns, Inspector Bachchu Mia, in-charge at DMC 
police outpost, quoted the doctors as saying.

Md Sayeed, another son of Sultan Mia, said a fire 
broke out after a blast when his mother was trying to 
light the stove in the kitchen.

Fakruddin Ahammad, deputy assistant director 
of Narayanganj Fire Service and Civil Defence, 
said they suspect that there was a leakage in the 
gas line. The fire might have originated from the 
accumulated gas, he added.

UNB adds, the injured were later transferred to 
Sheikh Hasina National Institute of Burn and Plastic 
Surgery.  Rakibul Hasan, duty officer of the national 
hotline of Fire Service and Civil Defence, said one 
firefighting unit rushed to the spot but locals had 
already doused the blaze.

16 VIOLENCE CASES

Eight pro-BNP 
lawyers get HC bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eight pro-BNP lawyers including its International 
Affairs Secretary Nasir Uddin Ahmed Ashim 
yesterday received anticipatory bail from the High 
Court till January 18 in 16 cases filed on various 
charges.

The cases were filed with different police stations 
in Dhaka, Naryanganj, Gazipur and Habiganj in 
connection with the violence centring BNP’s rally 
on October 28.

The bench of Justice Md Habibul Gani and Justice 
Ahmed Sohel granted the bail after hearing 25 bail 
petitions.

The HC bench also asked them to surrender 
before the lower courts concerned by January 18, 
petitioners’ lawyer Kayser Kamal told The Daily 
Star.

Earlier in the day, Ashim and former president 
of Narayanganj District Bar Association Shakhawat 
Hossain appeared before the HC bench for bail.

Nothing for ‘king’s parties’
MD ABBAS and SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Speculation surrounding seat-sharing 
with lesser-known parties in the upcoming 
January 7 polls concluded yesterday as the 
Awami League finalised agreements only 
with Jatiya Party and three partners from 
its 14-party alliance. 

Despite earlier 
conjecture about the 
inclusion of “king’s 
parties” like Trinamool 
BNP, Bangladesh 
Supreme Party (BSP), and 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Movement (BNM), the AL’s 
decision to allocate 26 
seats to Jatiya Party and 
six seats to its 14-party 
alliance partners signals 
that these king’s parties 
(allegedly created or 
sponsored by strong actors to further 
their cause) received no electoral benefits 
from the ruling party. 

Even the top leaders of these parties 
are set to compete against the AL and 
independent candidates in the upcoming 
election.

Asked why no compromise was reached 
with the government, leaders of these 
parties told The Daily Star that they were 
never involved in the process of “seat 

sharing”.
Talking with this newspaper, Taimur 

Alam Khandaker, secretary general of 
Trinamool BNP, claimed they never 
wanted to ally with the AL.

“What we wanted from the Awami 
League was to ensure overall security 
regarding the polls and our candidates. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina had given that 
assurance to us, for which 
we have decided to take 
part in the polls,” he said.

Expressing confidence 
in their acceptance among 
people, he said they were 
optimistic about winning 
and urged voters to turn 
out and support their 
preferred candidates.

Muhammad Shahjahan, 
secretary general of BNM, 

echoed the same.
Shahjada Syed Saifuddin Ahmed, 

chairman of BSP, could not be contacted 
despite repeated attempts.

Earlier, this newspaper reported citing 
analysts that small parties were being 
rounded up for polls to make the January 
7 election look participatory. BNP, its 
allies, and some other parties have decided 
to boycott any election under the Hasina-
led government. 

Asked why no 
compromise was 

reached with 
the government, 
leaders of these 
parties told The 

Daily Star that they 
were never involved 

in the process of 
“seat sharing”.
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Collapsing mid construction, this bridge in Narsingdi Sadar upazila’s Chardighaldi 
union remains unrepaired for the last six months.

Bridge collapses 
mid construction

20,000 people of 7 villages suffer 
as it remains unrepaired for 6 months

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

A 50-feet under construction bridge in 
Narsingdi Sadar upazila’s Chardighaldi 
union collapsed around six months ago, 
affecting connectivity of over 20,000 
locals across seven villages of the union.

Constructed by the Disaster 
Management Division, spending Tk 88.4 
lakh, no steps have yet been taken for its 
repair.

According to locals, the bridge collapsed 
even before the construction works were 
complete as low-quality materials were 

used in the works.
The tides of the canal further added 

to the weakening of the structures by 
removing soil from underneath its pillars, 
said Delwar Hossain Shahin, chairman of 
Chardighaldi Union Parishad. He said he 
is unaware of the time the bridge will be 
repaired.

During a recent visit to the spot, this 
correspondent saw the collapsed bridge 
stranded in the middle of the waterbody, 
with no approach road on either end.

“The construction works were initiated 
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