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Of rights violations
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Manpower, Employment
Training. However,
Malaysian ~ media  has
frequently reported
instances where
Bangladeshi migrant

workers experienced fraud
and unemployment.

On November 5, Free
Malaysia Today reported
that the Malaysian Ministry
of Human Resources would
undertake nationwide
operations in response (0
a letter from a migrant
rights activist to the
United Nations  High
Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCR) addressing
the challenges faced by

Bangladeshi workers in
Malaysia.
Besides, UNHCR data

shows 10,152 Bangladeshis
reached Italian shores

between January and
October this year,
making them the fifth
largest nationalities after
Guineans, Tunisians,
Ivorians and Egyptians.

On their way of irregular
migration to reach Italy
by sea, 9,681 Bangladeshis
started their journey from

North  African country
Libya.

Syed  Saiful  Haque,
chairman of  Warbe

Development Foundation,
said there is a need for
bilateral engagement to
address migrant workers’
challenges abroad.

If discussion does not
bear fruit, then issues
should be raised in
multilateral forums, he said,
adding, the foreign ministry
can play an important role
in this regard.

Bridge collapses mid
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following our demands.
However, we continue to
suffer as it is of no use to
us,” said a local.

Contractor firm Ratul
Enterprise secured
the work order for this
construction in November
2022 and was asked to
finish the project within
the next 60 days, said Md
Shahidul Islam, project
implementation officer.

“However, they [ailed
to finish on time as the
bridge collapsed during
construction,” he added.

Md Amzad Hossain,
owner of Ratul Enterprise,

said, “Strong currents in
the canal caused the bridge
to collapse, resulting
in financial losses. Our
request for an extension
and refund were denied.
We are now being asked by
the relevant authorities to
undertake repairs without
compensation, making it
difficult for us to resume
work.”

In response, Shahidul
said, “Additional funds
cannot be allocated as the
contractors left the work
incomplete. We also suspect
irregularities from their end
and have informed our head
office of the matter.”

Why policy should
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HC bench of Justice Naima
Haider and Justice Kazi
Zinat Hoque issued the rule
following a writ petition
filed by Supreme Court
lawyer Md Tanvir Ahmed.

He filed it on December
14 following a newspaper
report under the headline
“Fashir cell e kemon achhe
10 masher Mahida (How
is 10-month-old Mahida
doing in a death cell)” on
November 30.

The report said Mahida
has been living with her

mother in a 10/10 feet
condemned cell, which has
a 14-rod iron gate but no
door. The cell’s bathroom
has a four-foot-high wall,
along with a broken door.

Mahida has  been
physically and mentally
weak and lost two-kg

weight in a month due to
a lack of adequate feeding
facilities in the cell, said the
report.

The HC bench fixed
January 21 for passing
further orders on this
matter.

12TH NATIONAL POLILS
Smooth sailing likely
for Osman brothers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj
The influential Osman brothers, AKM
Shamim Osman of the Awami League
and AKM Selim Osman from the Jatiya
Party, are all set for an easy victory from
Narayanganj-5
constituencies respectively.
AL
against

Narayanganj-4 and

Unlike
who will

most
compete

candidates
party

colleagues running as independents,

where
does

Narayanganj-4,
participating,

Besides,

Meanwhile,

There  are

Shamim is
not
independent candidate from within AL.
JP candidate Salauddin
Khoka Molla withdrew from the race
yesterday citing “personal reasons”,
making things easier for Shamim.

AL didn’t
candidates in Selim’s constituency --
Narayanganj-5, although many leaders of
the ruling party wanted to contest against
the JP leader. There are no independents
from AL running against Selim cither.
seven

have any

The

field any

candidates

Selim Osman

Shamim Osman

from Trinamool BNP, Zaker Party,
Bangladesh Supreme Party and other
small ones contesting against Shamim
in Narayanganj-4. None of them are
well known figures among voters.
similar
Narayanganj-5, where the elder of the
Osman brothers is participating from JP.

The last time AL had an MP from
this important constituency consisting
of Narayanganj
area was back in 1996. Al sacrificed
Narayanganj-5 for Selim in the last
national polls too.

can be said for

Sadar and Bandar

On the road
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Founder of the institution,
Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed,

along with Mahfuz
Anam, inaugurated the
programme by lighting

up candles while the song
“Aguner Poroshmoni
Chhowao Prane” was being
sung in the background.

Speaking at the
programme, Prof Abu
Sayeed said our culture
has made us resilient. It
made us fight for language
and independence. “We
dreamed of awakening our
conscience. We dreamed of
expanding our vision and
values,” he continued.

“A nation cannot be
great if its mind is small.

We need to broaden
our minds... lives, and
dreams. Bishwo Shahitto

Kendro already started the
process,” he added.

Mahfuz  Anam
spoke on the occasion.

Earlier, the programme
featured an exhibition that
took place from December
15t017.

also

Visiting Indian, Russian war veterans
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according the reception
and honour to them.
Bangladesh army chief
also recalled with gratitude
the assistance Russia had
provided to Bangladesh
during its struggle for
independence and post-

independence period.

Head of the Russian
delegation extended
thanks to Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Army
for inviting them to join
the celebration of the
Bangladesh Great Victory
Day 2023.

Release Noyon
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“It is normal that when
a rights activist works
for an organisation, they
will be on the side of the
affected people,” said the
statement.

In the past, a similar
“harassing” case was filed
against a rights activist and
he was detained for raising
his voice against a group of
frauds, it added.

Noyon was arrested and
sent to jail on Thursday.

Metropolitan
Magistrate Dilruba
Afroz Tithi of the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate’s
Court denied bail to
Noyon, manager of BRAC’s

Migration Welfare Centre,
and issued an order for
sending him to jail after he
was produced before the
court.

He was arrested in
connection with a case
filed by Joynal Abedin Joy,
chairman of Bangladesh
Migrants’ Foundation
(BMF), with the Anti-
Human Trafficking Offence
Tribunal on June 6.

The accused also
include Md Shafiqul Islam,
36, a returnee migrant
from Tangail, and NGO
Shikkha Shastha Unnayan

Karzakram’s executive
director  Sakiul  Millat
Morshed.

Another press release
of ISPR said a 40-member
delegation including 36
members of Indian armed
forces and four members of
Russian armed forces paid
a courtesy call on Chief of
Air Staff of Bangladesh Air
Force Air Chief Marshal

Shaikh Abdul Hannan at
the Bangladesh Air Force
Shaheen Hall.

Of the delegation, a
total of 32 members of
armed forces including 30
Indians and two Russians
contributed [70) the
Liberation War.

Upskill migrant
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enjoys a positive image
across the globe due to the
hard work of poor migrant
workers.

He stressed upskilling
workers, adding that the
government has built many
training centres for the
workers but it needs to be
checked whether those are
delivering.

He also  suggested
journalists write more
about migrant workers’
plight.

Shariful Islam, associate
director of BRAC Migration
Programme, said according
o government data,
approximately 151 migrant
workers  depart  from
Bangladesh every hour,
with migration costs being
among the highest globally.

Yet the wages earned
by Bangladeshi migrant
workers are among the
lowest, he added.

Ayesha  Haq, joint
secretary of expatriates’
welfare ministry, said at
present, about 13 crore
Bangladeshis live in over
170 countries.

BRAC Education, Skills
Development and Migration
director Safi Rahman Khan,
migration  expert  Asif
Munier, and expatriates’
welfare ministry’s deputy
secretary Mirza Shakila Dil
Hasin, among others, spoke
at the discussion.

The
journalists

award-winning

are, in
newspaper (national)
category, Rajib Ahmed
of Dainik Samakal (first),
Md Masum Billah of
The Business Standard
(second), and Jesmin Akter
for Dainik Bangla, now
working at an international
media (third).

In newspaper (regional),
the winners are Shariful
Islam of Ekushey
Patrika of Chattogram,
Iftekharul Islam of Dainik
Chattogram Khobor, and
Shakila Akter of Dainik
Jainta Barta of Sylhet.

In the television
category, the winners
are Salahuddin Ahmed
of Jamuna Television,
journalists Md Enamul
Haque and Md Nazmul
Sayeed along with
videographer Kazi Md
Ismail of Independent
Television, and Md
Khandaker Badrul Alam of
News24 TV.

Bangla TV won
award in the media
house category  while
Niloy Rahman Badshah
of IRIB Radio Tehran’s
Dhaka office won the
award in radio category.
In the online category, the
winners are Jahangir Alam
of jagonews24.com, Adnan
Rahman of dhakapost.
com, and Mostafa Imrul
Kayes of dhakamail.com.
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The consulting services (“the Services™) include;
The hired Firm will produce a total of (18 Videos + 18 audios) 36 high-quality Audiovisual Training and BCC
Materials to be used online and offline for training related to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) market
development and capacity building as well as raising public awareness.

Key Experts will not be evaluated at the shortlisting stage.

Consultants are requested to submit, but not limited to, the following supporting documents in support of the
above-mentioned criteria:

AQM Golam Mawla, Deputy Managing Director & PE
Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF), PKSF Bhaban, Plot: E-4/B, Agargaon Administrative Area
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207, Tel: 880-2-222218331-33, E-mail: rvashpksf.proci@gmail.com

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)

E-4/B, Agargaon Administrative Area, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Phone: 222218331-33, Fax: 222218341, Website: http:/www.pksf.org.bd

Memo No. 53.23.0000.001.03.137.23.9507

Request for Expression of Interest (REol) (National)

Assignment Title: Selection of Consulting Firm to Develop Audiovisual Content for Bangladesh Rural Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene for Human Capital Development Project of PKSF
Reference No.: RWSSP-SD-21

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has received financing from the World Bank and Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) for Implementing the Bangladesh Rural Water, Sanitation & Hygiene for
Human Capital Development Project and intends to apply part of the proceeds for the Consulting Services.

The consulting team will comprise of total 07(seven) professional staff as key team members. Expected date for
commencement of the services is May 2024. The consultancy service duration will be for 60 (Sixty) calendar days
from the date of contract effectiveness. The detailed Terms of Reference (TOR) for the assignment can be found at
the following link; https:/pksf.org.bd/tender/

The Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) now invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants™) to indicate
their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demonstrating that they
have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services. The shorilisting criteria are:

1. Previous work experience with proven record (registration and previous assignment details)

2. Expertise of developing multimedia contents on social development issues in Bangladesh

3. Experienced in working with national and international NGOs, development partners

4. Methodological/technical aspects of carrying out the assignment

5. Financial aspects (consultant fees, breakdown of activity costs, etc)

(i) The Firm's Incorporation/Trade/registration documents from the country of the firm (11) Firm’s Profile; and (iii)
description of similar consultancy contracts, including the scope, contract amount, name of Client, period of the
contract (date of contract signing to date of completion), location/country of the services, etc.

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section IIl, paragraphs, 3.14, 3.16, and 3.17 of the World
Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” November 2020 (*Procurement Regulations™), setting forth
the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.

A Consultancy Firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS) method set
out in the World Bank procurement Regulations for the IPF Borrowers and PKSF’s procurement guidelines.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during 9:30 am to 3:30 pm up to 09 January 2024
(Except holidays). Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or
by mail, or by e-mail) by 10 January 2024.

Date: 17 December 2023
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