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Visiting Indian, Russian war veterans
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according the reception 
and honour to them.

Bangladesh army chief 
also recalled with gratitude 
the assistance Russia had 
provided to Bangladesh 
during its struggle for 
independence and post-

independence period.
Head of the Russian 

delegation extended 
thanks to Bangladesh 
and Bangladesh Army 
for inviting them to join 
the celebration of the 
Bangladesh Great Victory 
Day 2023.

Another press release 
of ISPR said a 40-member 
delegation including 36 
members of Indian armed 
forces and four members of 
Russian armed forces paid 
a courtesy call on Chief of 
Air Staff of Bangladesh Air 
Force Air Chief Marshal 

Shaikh Abdul Hannan at 
the Bangladesh Air Force 
Shaheen Hall.

Of the delegation, a 
total of 32 members of 
armed forces including 30 
Indians and two Russians 
contributed to the 
Liberation War.

Bridge collapses
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following our demands. 
However, we continue to 
suffer as it is of no use to 
us,” said a local.

Contractor firm Ratul 
Enterprise secured 
the work order for this 
construction in November 
2022 and was asked to 
finish the project within 
the next 60 days, said Md 
Shahidul Islam, project 
implementation officer.

“However, they failed 
to finish on time as the 
bridge collapsed during 
construction,” he added.

 Md Amzad Hossain, 
owner of Ratul Enterprise, 

said, “Strong currents in 
the canal caused the bridge 
to collapse, resulting 
in financial losses. Our 
request for an extension 
and refund were denied. 
We are now being asked by 
the relevant authorities to 
undertake repairs without 
compensation, making it 
difficult for us to resume 
work.” 

In response, Shahidul 
said, “Additional funds 
cannot be allocated as the 
contractors left the work 
incomplete. We also suspect 
irregularities from their end 
and have informed our head 
office of the matter.” 

Upskill migrant
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enjoys a positive image 
across the globe due to the 
hard work of poor migrant 
workers.

He stressed upskilling 
workers, adding that the 
government has built many 
training centres for the 
workers but it needs to be 
checked whether those are 
delivering.

He also suggested 
journalists write more 
about migrant workers’ 
plight.

Shariful Islam, associate 
director of BRAC Migration 
Programme, said according 
to government data, 
approximately 151 migrant 
workers depart from 
Bangladesh every hour, 
with migration costs being 
among the highest globally.

Yet the wages earned 
by Bangladeshi migrant 
workers are among the 
lowest, he added.

Ayesha Haq, joint 
secretary of expatriates’ 
welfare ministry, said at 
present, about 1.3 crore 
Bangladeshis live in over 
170 countries.

BRAC Education, Skills 
Development and Migration 
director Safi Rahman Khan, 
migration expert Asif 
Munier, and expatriates’ 
welfare ministry’s deputy 
secretary Mirza Shakila Dil 
Hasin, among others, spoke 
at the discussion.

The award-winning 
journalists are, in 
newspaper (national) 
category, Rajib Ahmed 
of Dainik Samakal (first), 
Md Masum Billah of 
The Business Standard 
(second), and Jesmin Akter 
for Dainik Bangla, now 
working at an international 
media (third).

In newspaper (regional), 
the winners are Shariful 
Islam of Ekushey 
Patrika of Chattogram, 
Iftekharul Islam of Dainik 
Chattogram Khobor, and 
Shakila Akter of Dainik 
Jainta Barta of Sylhet.

In the television 
category, the winners 
are Salahuddin Ahmed 
of Jamuna Television, 
journalists Md Enamul 
Haque and Md Nazmul 
Sayeed along with 
videographer Kazi Md 
Ismail of Independent 
Television, and Md 
Khandaker Badrul Alam of 
News24 TV.

Bangla TV won the 
award in the media 
house category while 
Niloy Rahman Badshah 
of IRIB Radio Tehran’s 
Dhaka office won the 
award in radio category. 
In the online category, the 
winners are Jahangir Alam 
of jagonews24.com, Adnan 
Rahman of dhakapost.
com, and Mostafa Imrul 
Kayes of dhakamail.com.

Of rights violations
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Manpower, Employment 
Training. However, 
Malaysian media has 
frequently reported 
instances where 
Bangladeshi migrant 
workers experienced fraud 
and unemployment.

On November 5, Free 
Malaysia Today reported 
that the Malaysian Ministry 
of Human Resources would 
undertake nationwide 
operations in response to 
a letter from a migrant 
rights activist to the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights (UNHCR) addressing 
the challenges faced by 
Bangladeshi workers in 
Malaysia.

Besides, UNHCR data 
shows 10,152 Bangladeshis 
reached Italian shores 

between January and 
October this year, 
making them the fifth 
largest nationalities after 
Guineans, Tunisians, 
Ivorians and Egyptians.

On their way of irregular 
migration to reach Italy 
by sea, 9,681 Bangladeshis 
started their journey from 
North African country 
Libya.

Syed Saiful Haque, 
chairman of Warbe 
Development Foundation, 
said there is a need for 
bilateral engagement to 
address migrant workers’ 
challenges abroad.

If discussion does not 
bear fruit, then issues 
should be raised in 
multilateral forums, he said, 
adding, the foreign ministry 
can play an important role 
in this regard. 

Only pro-govt 
parties in this 
stage-managed 
polls: BNP 
UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior leader Nazrul 
Islam Khan yesterday said 
only the pro-government 
parties are contesting 
in the upcoming “stage-
managed” election.

 “A game is on in the 
name of elections... Who 
will contest the elections?” 
he said while speaking at a 
discussion.

Sammalita Peshajibi 
Parishad organised the 
event titled “Shaheed 
Zia, Liberation War and 
Current Context” at Jatiya 
Press Club.

“It’s surprising to me 
that law enforcers and 
government officials are 
being sent from village 
to village for such polls 
unnecessarily. What will 
they do there?” he said.

Why policy should 
FROM PAGE 3

HC bench of Justice Naima 
Haider and Justice Kazi 
Zinat Hoque issued the rule 
following a writ petition 
filed by Supreme Court 
lawyer Md Tanvir Ahmed.

He filed it on December 
14 following a newspaper 
report under the headline 
“Fashir cell e kemon achhe 
10 masher Mahida (How 
is 10-month-old Mahida 
doing in a death cell)” on 
November 30.

The report said Mahida 
has been living with her 

mother in a 10/10 feet 
condemned cell, which has 
a 14-rod iron gate but no 
door. The cell’s bathroom 
has a four-foot-high wall, 
along with a broken door.

Mahida has been 
physically and mentally 
weak and lost two-kg 
weight in a month due to 
a lack of adequate feeding 
facilities in the cell, said the 
report.

The HC bench fixed 
January 21 for passing 
further orders on this 
matter.

Release Noyon
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“It is normal that when 
a rights activist works 
for an organisation, they 
will be on the side of the 
affected people,” said the 
statement.

In the past, a similar 
“harassing” case was filed 
against a rights activist and 
he was detained for raising 
his voice against a group of 
frauds, it added.

Noyon was arrested and 
sent to jail on Thursday.

M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Magistrate Dilruba 
Afroz Tithi of the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court denied bail to 
Noyon, manager of BRAC’s 

Migration Welfare Centre, 
and issued an order for 
sending him to jail after he 
was produced before the 
court.

He was arrested in 
connection with a case 
filed by Joynal Abedin Joy, 
chairman of Bangladesh 
Migrants’ Foundation 
(BMF), with the Anti-
Human Trafficking Offence 
Tribunal on June 6.

The accused also 
include Md Shafiqul Islam, 
36, a returnee migrant 
from Tangail, and NGO 
Shikkha Shastha Unnayan 
Karzakram’s executive 
director Sakiul Millat 
Morshed.
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Smooth sailing likely 
for Osman brothers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

The influential Osman brothers, AKM 
Shamim Osman of the Awami League 
and AKM Selim Osman from the Jatiya 
Party, are all set for an easy victory from  
Narayanganj-4 and Narayanganj-5 
constituencies respectively.

Unlike most AL candidates 
who will compete against party 
colleagues running as independents, 
Narayanganj-4, where Shamim is 
participating, does not have any 
independent candidate from within AL. 

Besides, JP candidate Salauddin 
Khoka Molla withdrew from the race 
yesterday citing “personal reasons”, 
making things easier for Shamim.

Meanwhile, AL didn’t field any 
candidates in Selim’s constituency 
-- Narayanganj-5, although many 
leaders of the ruling party wanted to 
contest against the JP leader. 

There are no independents from AL 
running against Selim either.

There are seven candidates 
from Trinamool BNP, Zaker Party, 
Bangladesh Supreme Party and other 
small ones contesting against Shamin 
in  Narayanganj-4. None of them are 
well known figures among voters of 
the constituency. 

The similar can be said for 
Narayanganj-5, where the elder of the 
Osman brothers is participating from 
JP.

The last time AL had an MP 
from this important constituency 
consisting of Narayanganj  Sadar and 
Bandar area was back in 1996. 

Shamim OsmanSelim Osman

2nd Edition


