
NEWS
Man dies as 
train hits 
him
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Munshiganj

An elderly man was killed 
as a train hit him in 
Keutchira area of Srinagar, 
Munshiganj yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Akkas Sheikh, 
65, from the district’s 
Kamarkhola village in 
Patabhog union.

The accident took place 
9:00am when a Khulna-
bound Sundarban 
Express train was passing 
through Srinagar area, 
locals said.

At that time, Akkas 
was standing on the track. 
He died on the spot after 
being hit by the train, they 
said.

Srinagar Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Abdullah 
Al Tayabi said they are 
investigating the accident.

Three new parties
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in Habiganj-3 and 
Mukhlesur Rahman in 
Habiganj-4, with BNM 
nominated SAM Sohag in 
Habiganj-2.

Advocate Arifur 
Rahman, a voter from 
Sunamganj-1, said, “I first 
heard the names of the 
candidates of Trinamool 
BNP and BSP after 
announcement of their 
candidacies.”

In Khulna, Abdullah Al 
Amin is contesting as BNM 
candidate in Khulna-2 
constituency.

However, most voter do 
not know him; only a few 
recognised him as a former 
AL activist.

Contacted, Amin 
admitted that he was 
involved with AL politics 
in the past, but now he is 
the member secretary of 

BNM’s Sonadanga upazila 
unit in Khulna.

Meanwhile, Jatiya 
Hindu Mohajote general 
secretary Gobinda 
Chandra Pramanik, a 
resident of Rajbari district, 
is contesting in Khulna-1 
constituency as Trinamool 
BNP candidate.

Some people know him 
as a Hindu community 
leader, not as a political 
leader.

Pabitra Roy, a member of 
Batiaghata union parishad, 
said, “Being an elected 
peoples’ representative, 
even I don’t know him 
[Gobinda].”

Contacted, Gobinda 
said, “I live in Dhaka. 
But I am contesting in 
Khulna-1 constituency 
from Trinamool BNP. I am 
not involved with the party, 
but took its membership to 

contest the polls.”
In Barishal, Md Shajahan 

Siraj is contesting in 
Barishal-2 as Trinamool 
BNP candidate.

“I don’t know whether 
any person under the 
banner of Trinamool 
BNP is contesting here. 
I don’t know any person 
named Shajahan Siraj,” 
said a trader of Ujirpur 
Bazar under Barishal-2 
constituency.

Contacted over phone, 
Shajahan said he was 
an expatriate in Saudi 
Arabia before returning to 
Bangladesh in 1996. Since 
then, he was involved with 
Jubo Dal, the youth front of 
BNP, in Dhaka’s Motijheel 
area. Later, he joined 
Trinamool BNP. 

[Our correspondents 
from respective districts 
contributed to the report]

Tough battle
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With Motaleb being the 
upazila AL president and 
Nadvi being a two-term 
lawmaker, a tough battle is 
waiting for them, he said. 

In Chattogram-8, Salam 
is up against AL’s Noman 
Al Mahmud, organising 
secretary of Chattogram 
city unit AL. 

As the former CDA 
chairman, Salam 
implemented different 
development projects, 
including several flyovers 
in the city. He is also 
known for different social 
and development works 
in Chandgaon and other 
areas, said party sources.

On the other hand, 
Noman won the by-polls in 
this constituency as an AL 
candidate in April. With 
both having long careers 
with AL, voters in this 
constituency are expecting 
a strong battle in the polls, 
they added. Minority voters a big factor
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secretary of Bangladesh 
Jatiya Hindu Mohajote, 
said, “Almost all voters from 
minority communities 
Khulna-1 know me as a 
Hindu community leader. I 
hope they will vote for me.”

Although AL won the 
seats in all the elections, in 
recent years, the number of 
votes cast in favour of other 
contestants continued to 
increase.

For example, BNP’s 
candidate got 11,910 votes 
in 1996, 47,523 votes in 
2001 and 68,420 votes in 
2008 polls from Khulna-1.

“While voters from 
minority communities were 
once seen as a dedicated 
vote bank for a specific 
political party, the current 

scenario may change due 
to widespread victimisation 
and mistreatment they 
have endured nationwide 
over the years,” said Biman 
Bihari Roy, president 
of Bangladesh Hindu-
Buddhist-Christian Oikya 
Parishad’s Khulna unit.

Three candidates are 
contesting from Khulna-5.

“The era of considering 
the minority community 
as a decisive factor in 
elections has passed, and 
there is no basis to assume 
that members of minority 
communities exclusively 
belong to any particular 
political party’s vote bank. 
All the voters are now 
equally important to me,” 
said Narayan Chandra 
Chanda, AL’s candidate 

from Khulna-5.
Sheikh Salim Akhter, 

Bangladesh Workers’ 
Party’s candidate from 
Khulna-5, said, “ I value my 
voters, and our relationship 
is strong; I never categorizes 
them based on minority 
status. Nevertheless, I 
acknowledge that the 
32 percent votes from 
minority communities will 
have a significant impact.” 

Nine candidates are 
contesting from Khulna-6, 
most of them not so well-
known.

Md Roshiduzzaman 
Morol, AL’s candidate from 
Khulna- 6, said, “I am sure 
the 27 percent vote from 
minority communities will 
be a deciding factor in the 
polls.”

Biman launches 
Dhaka-Chennai flight
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines launched its direct flight 
on the Dhaka-Chennai-Dhaka route yesterday.

Md Mahbub Ali, state minister for civil aviation and 
tourism, officially inaugurated the route through a 
video message at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport.

The inaugural flight took off from Dhaka at 12:50pm. 
It reached Chennai at 3:20pm local time.

The flight will depart from Dhaka at 12:50pm every 
Saturday, Monday, and Thursday while the return 
flight will leave Chennai at 4:15pm local time and land 
in Dhaka at 7:30pm.

Eighth grader beaten 
to death in Dhaka
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An eighth grader was beaten to death in the capital’s Badda 
area yesterday afternoon by a senior student following an 
altercation over “disturbance” during an examination.

The deceased was identified as Salman Khan, 16, a 
student of class VIII at Badda International School and 
College in Moynarbagh area of North Badda.

Yasin Gazi, officer-in-charge of Badda Police 
Station, said the deceased allegedly disturbed a ninth 
grader student of the school, Rasel, during an exam on 
Wednesday.

Following the incident, Rasel called Salman near 
Moynarbagh Jame Mosque around 3:30pm yesterday 
and beat him with iron rod.

Salman was rushed to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital where doctors declared him dead.

The OC said they have detained Rasel in connection 
with the incident.

Nation
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memorial to pay tributes.
After placing wreaths, 

top leaders vowed to build 
the country in line with 
the spirit of the freedom 
fighters -- free of poverty, 
discrimination and 
corruption.

The day is a public 
holiday.

National dailies have 
brought out special 
supplements highlighting 
the significance of the day 
while electronic media 
will broadcast month-long 
special programmes based 
on the Liberation War.

Different social and 
cultural organisations 
including Awami League, 
Shilpakala Academy, Bangla 
Academy, National Museum, 
Liberation War Museum, 
and Shishu Academy 
organised Liberation War-
based discussions, cultural 
events and drawing, essay 
and sports competitions 
for children and display 
Liberation War-related 
documentaries.

Special prayers were 
offered at mosques and 
other places of worship, 
seeking eternal peace in 
the souls of martyrs of the 
Liberation War and peace, 
progress and prosperity of 
the country.

Improved diets were 
served in jails, hospitals, 
orphanages, old-age 
homes and other similar 
institutions across the 
country.

Various programmes 
were held at district and 
upazila levels as well as 
Bangladesh missions 
abroad, highlighting the 
significance of the day.
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AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-20

5-55

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

3-45

4-00

Maghrib

5-22

5-25

Esha

7-00

7-30

It is a happy talent to know how to play! And true to that statement, Junayed can 
find joy and excitement in anything. This photo of him chasing an iron ring on an 
earthen road in Kalabagi village of Khulna’s Dakope upazila is a testament to that.
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2 minors killed in 
trawler capsize
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A teenager and a child were killed after a trawler 
capsized in Gaurganj canal, a tributary of Padma 
river, in Tongibari upazila of Munshiganj yesterday.

The deceased are Shipa Akter, 15, and Faiza, 6.
The trawler sank near Hasail Kheya ghat around 

5:30pm after a bulk carrier collided with it, said 
OC Shoaib Ali of Tongibari Police Station.

Later, locals recovered the bodies, he added.
Police seized the bulk carrier but its crew 

managed to flee. The OC could not confirm how 
many passengers were onboard the trawler and 
how many are missing. 

A team of Tongibari fire service reached the 
spot around 7:15pm, said Team Leader Atiqur 
Rahman. “We are yet to start the rescue operation 
as we have no divers. Steps are being taken to bring 
divers from Narayanganj,” said the official.

Momotaz served 
show cause notice
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The electoral enquiry committee 
yesterday served a show-cause 
notice against folk singer 
Momotaz Begom, an Awami 
League candidate of Manikganj-2, 
for violating the electoral code of 
conduct by holding public meetings.

Momotaz is a parliamentarian in this 
constituency. 

Rejmin Sultana, chairman of the committee 
and joint district and sessions judge’s court-2 of 
Manikganj, served the notice.

Momotaz broke the pre-election code of 
conduct by holding public meetings with locals at 
different places and asked them to vote for the AL.

The notice called her or a representative to be 
present before the committee on December 18.

Homestead gardening 
changing their lives
11,000 erosion-hit families in Kurigram 

find nutrition support thru farming

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Around 11,000 flood and erosion 
affected families in the Brahmaputra 
river’s shoal areas in Kurigram’s 
Chilmari are finally experiencing a few 
specks of joy after finding nutrition 
support through subsistence farming 
at their homestead gardens.

The initiative, Sustained 
Opportunities for Nutrition 
Governance (SONGO) project, is funded 
by the European Union and jointly 
implemented by RDRS Bangladesh and 
Cordaid to improve maternal and child 
nutrition in ultra-poor families.

“We facilitate training on setting 
up home fruit and vegetable gardens 
and also provide seeds and technical 
support for free,” said Ahasanul Kabir 
Bulu, the project’s Chilmari upazila 
coordinator.

During a recent visit to the area, this 
correspondent saw most homesteads, 
usually having about 4-6 decimals of 
land each, covered in greenery as the 
residents have set up vegetable and fruit 
orchards there.

Asma Khatun, 35, an erosion victim 
of Mandolpara village, grows bottle 
gourd, bean, papaya, chili and ginger.

“We consume our garden’s produce 
and even have some surplus to sell,” she 
said.

“Initially, we didn’t know how to 
make homestead gardens. We learnt 
about it during our training facilitated 
about one and a half years ago,” said 
Fatema Bewa of the same village.

Ahela Bewa, 75, of the village said, 

“We have no arable land. So we use the 
little space in our yard as a garden.”

“We are usually unable to afford 
vegetables and fruits as those are sold 
for high prices in the market. However, 
we can grow some fruits and vegetables 
to sustain all year round,” said Happy 
Begum, 36, an erosion victim of 
Jorgachha village.

Biplob Kumar Mohanta, deputy 
director of the Department of 
Agriculture Extension in Kurigram, 
said, “We are also providing training 
and technical support for homestead 
gardening. It is a good practice and 
plays a vital role in providing nutrition 
among ultra-poor families.”
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