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Collect cost from 
consumers: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has directed the authorities 
concerned to determine how much gas has been 
used illegally in Dhaka, Chattogram, Narayanganj, 
Narsingdi, Munshiganj, and Gazipur in the last 12 
years, and collect its cost from the consumers.

The court on December 13 ordered the secretary 
at the energy ministry to form a committee to 
determine the quantity of gas and its cost in six 
months. The finance secretary has been ordered to 
collect the cost from the consumers under the Public 
Demand Recovery Act-1993. 

The HC bench of Justice Mustafa Zaman and 
Justice Md Atabullah also directed the energy 
secretary to form committee to probe allegations 
and identify the officials and contractors involved.

A threat to 
regional stability
Foreign secy on extended 
presence of Rohingyas
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Extended presence of Rohingyas in Cox’s 
Bazar is jeopardising social cohesion, 
ecological balance, economic viability, and 
the law and order situation, Bangladesh 
told Global Refugee Forum yesterday.

“Some Rohingya individuals in the 
camps show an increasing inclination 
towards criminal activities, and there is a 
genuine risk of radicalisation and violent 
extremism, posing a potential threat to 
regional stability,” said Foreign Secretary 
Masud Bin Momen at the three-day forum 
that ended in Geneva.

Masud said Bangladesh has hosted 1.2 
million Rohingya for six years, striving to 
provide humanitarian aid despite challenges. 
However, with dwindling funding (Only 47 
percent of the Joint Response Plan this year 
has been funded), there’s been a 33 percent 
cut in food rations in the first half of the year.

He called on the international partners, 
regional countries, UN agencies and 
ASEAN to play assistive roles to scale up 
their activities in the Rakhine State to 
build resilience among communities and 
to create livelihood options for quick 
repatriation of the Rohingyas.

He pledged to further improve the living 
conditions of Rohingyas with international 
support, strengthen security and continue 
to work for their safe, dignified and 
sustainable repatriation to Myanmar.

Dengue deadly even
FROM PAGE 5

“The high infection rate 
among vulnerable groups, 
including the elderly, 
infants, obese individuals, 
pregnant women, and 
those with comorbidities 

such as diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart, kidney, 
lung, and liver issues, is 
another contributing 
factor,” said Nazmul.

Many patients are 
coming to the hospital late 
with shock syndrome, which 
is another factor for the high 
number of deaths, he said.

Experts also underscored 
the importance of 
strengthening local health 
facilities.
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‘I visited and 
had tea’
Amu tells journos at EC 
office when asked about 
‘polls code violation’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League leader and aspirant for Jhalakathi-2 
constituency Amir Hossain Amu yesterday refused 
to make any comment after giving his explanation 
to the Election Commission for allegedly violating 
the electoral code of conduct.

Amu gave his explanation to CEC Kazi Habibul 
Awal and other commissioners as the EC sought 
an explanation regarding the alleged violation.

“They requested me to come [to the 
commission]. I visited and had tea... I have nothing 
to say,” he told reporters while leaving the EC.

On December 9, the commission asked Amu to 
present his explanation on December 15 in person.

According to an EC letter, the polls code 
violation occurred when speakers sought vote for 
Amu at a programme in Jhalakathi on December 8.

Army chief returns 
home from Qatar
UNB, Dhaka

Chief of Army Staff of 
Bangladesh General 
SM Shafiuddin Ahmed 
returned home yesterday 
after attending the “Qatar 
Grand Prix-2023” held in 
Qatar.

During his visit, he held a bilateral meeting with 
Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces Lt Gen Salem 
Bin Hamad Bin Mohammed Bin Aqeel Al Nabit.

He also inaugurated the “Victory Day Fair” 
organised by the Bangladesh embassy in Doha.

The army chief went to Qatar on December 12.

Migrant activist
FROM PAGE 5

Advocate Noman Hossain 
Talukder, who moved for 
Noyon’s bail on Thursday, 
said Noyon was an employee 
of SHISUK and supported 
the helpless migrant 
workers, who were sent 
to Iraq by the recruiting 
agencies and brokers but 
were not provided jobs.

Noyon did not file the 
case against Joy or anybody 
else. Therefore, the case 

brought against him is 
baseless, Noman said.

Contacted yesterday, 
Morshed, who has not been 
arrested, said the case of 
sending workers to Iraq was 
clearly a case of trafficking 
in the name of labour 
migration.

“If the recruiting agencies 
claim that all the documents 
for sending the workers to 
Iraq were right, then the 
question is why they were 
unemployed and confined 
there for 10 months,” he said.

Morshed said if there 
was nothing wrong with 
the workers, why the 
Bangladesh embassy would 
help their repatriation. If 
they were working well, 
why couldn’t they send 
remittance home, he asked.

Shariful Hasan, associate 
director of BRAC Migration 
Programme, said BRAC will 
legally fight for Noyon.

He said Noyon, who 
himself was a victim of 

labour trafficking to 
Malaysia in 2007-08, has 
been working for migrants’ 
welfare since his return 
home in 2008.

“There is nothing sadder 
than this if true migrant 
rights activist is penalised 
for good works. I am sure, 
there is a strong syndicate 
working to defame and 
suppress the rights 
advocates. The policymakers 
need to seriously look 
into the matter so that the 
innocent is not punished.”

Marina Sultana, director 
(programme) at Refugee 
and Migratory Movements 
Research Unit, said it’s 
matter of deep concern that 
rights advocate like Noyon 
faces jail for good work.  

“This creates a fear factor 
for other rights activists. We 
would demand immediate 
release of Noyon and call 
for thorough investigation 
into the matter,” she told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

For women, by women
Narsingdi entrepreneurs selling handicrafts to achieve solvency

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

A group of women in Narsingdi have 
achieved solvency by selling handicrafts, 
Jamdani sarees, Nakshi Kanthas 
(embroidered blankets), yarn and jute 
products, among other items.

They are selling their products on 
online platforms and delivering those via 
couriers, besides running their shops at 
Narsingdi Sheikh Russel Municipal Park 
once a week on Saturdays.

They also sell birthday cakes, food, 
different daily necessities, saplings and 
sauces.

Most of them said they began their 
businesses being inspired from YouTube 
videos during the pandemic.

Sabrina Akter, who created a 
Facebook group to launch her business, 
said, “Facing financial struggles during 
the pandemic, I initiated a handicraft 
business that gained significant demand, 
and now, with a small factory, I earn an 
average of Tk 40,000 monthly.”

Later, she named the group 
“Narsingdi Jela Nari Uddyoktader Mela”, 
which is now a shared platform for 60 
women’s businesses with around 53,000 
members.

Mou Akter Mousomi, 25, a resident 
of Purba Dattapara, said they were 
struggling financially during the 
pandemic as her husband had to quit his 
job.

Mou started selling clothing items 
designed by herself online.

Mahedrin Zaman Shuchona, a first-
year student of Narsingdi Govt College, is 
another woman on the platform selling 
products made of yarn.

“Sourcing yarn from Dhaka, I create 
and sell plant hangers, tissue holders, 
bangle holders, and wall mats based 
on customer demand, resulting in a 
monthly income of Tk 20,000-25,000 
with a team of six employees,” she said.

Sharmin Sultana Priya, a customer, 
said,“ After discovering the market 

through social media, I visited on 
a Saturday and found the prices of 
products to be reasonable. Inspired by 
these women, I now plan to open my own 
chocolate shop soon.”

She also said many women like her 
visit the market to buy handicrafts. 

Amzad Hossain Bacchu, mayor of 
Narsingdi Municipality, said, “To aid 
these women’s businesses, we permitted 
them to sell their products at Narsingdi 
Shiekh Russel Municipal Park without 
any fees, and we are planning to establish 
a permanent structure for them.” 
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