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In search of
the forgotten

killing fields

“Every night, the Pakistan army and
their Bihari collaborators would bring
truckloads of people on that bridge,”
Mohammad Ali said, pointing to the
Gabtoli-Aminbazar bridge in Dhaka, “We
heard sounds of shooting and bodies
falling off the bridge one after another
in the Turag river. I cannot remember
a single night during the war when the
military did not kill people on that bridge.”

Mohammad Ali, 75, is a boatman from
Isakabad village of Kaundia union in
Savar. He has been ferrying passengers
across the Turag for six decades,
including during the war. The Gabtoli
Aminbazar bridge is clearly visible from
his village, just opposite Gabtoli, along
the northern bank of the Turag.

Even three years ago, an old steel bridge
used to connect the two banks of the river.
The old bridge hasnowbeenreplaced by an
eight-lane concrete bridge that connects
Dhaka with the southern districts. But
back in 1971, the bridge served a whole
different purpose for the Pakistan army
and their local collaborators: it was turned

Freedom fighter and Liberation War
researcher Dr MA Hasan gave a similar
account of the Killings on the bridge
during the 1971 war.

“Pakistan army and their Bihari
collaborators killed an estimated 15,000
people on that bridge,” he said.

More than five decades after
independence, the bridge is not officially
recognised as a killing field.

MARTYRED INTELLECTUALS DAY

Gabtoli bridge is just one of many such
killing fields scattered all over Mirpur.

According to Liberation War and
genocide researchers, the entire Mirpur
neighbourhood was turned into a massive
killing field in 1971. Immediately after the
war, researchers identified 76 killing fields
in Dhaka, 27 of them in Mirpur alone.

But the government did not include
any of these killing fields in official
records, genocide researchers MA
Hasan, Prof Muntassir Mamoon and
Prof Shahriar Kabir told The Daily Star.

into a killing field.

THIS IS PART 1 OF A 5-PART SERIES. PART 2 & 3 COME OUT TOMMORROW.

No bar on
peaceful
political
events

Says Election
Commissioner
Alamgir

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Political parties’ rights have
not been curtailed because
the Flection Commission
asked the government to
restrict political events,
according to  Election
Commissioner Md Alamgir.

There is no restriction
on peaceful programmes
by political parties, he
told reporters yesterday
evening.

“They [political parties]
can organise such
programmes  with  the
authorities’  permission.
However, the government
has been asked to stop
events that create obstacles
to a fair election,” he said.

The EC had not asked
for stopping all political
rallies and meetings, but if
speakers at a programme
say those who go to
cast their vote will face
consequences, then they
will face legal action, he
said.

The EC recently asked
the government to take
measures from December
18 o stop political
programmes like rallies
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127 more BNP,
Jamaat activists
sentenced to jail

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Another 127 leaders and activists of BNP-Jamaat
and their front organisations were sentenced to
different jail terms yesterday in seven cases filed
between January 2012 and November 2018 over
political violence in Dhaka.

With this, at least 850 BNP-Jamaat men have
been jailed since November 7 this year in 47 cases
filed on charges of illegal gathering on the streets;
rioting; damaging properties; arson attacks on
vehicles; vandalism; and assaulting police and

obstructing them

from - discharging 5 Jeast 850 BNP-
In a case filed with ~ Jamaatmen have

Dhanmondi police in been jailed since

July 2018, 22 leaders November 7 this

and activists of the year in 47 cases.

BNP and its front

organisations  were

sentenced to three years’ rigorous imprisonment
each by a Dhaka court yesterday.

Of them, nine were present in the courtroom
when Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Mehedi
Hasan delivered the verdict. Four prosecution
witnesses testified.

President of Dhanmondi BNP Sheikh Rabiul
Alam Rabi and president of the party’s Hazaribagh
unit Majibur Rahman Mazu and its General
Secretary Abdul Aziz are among the convicts.

According to the case statement, a group
of leaders and activists of BNP and its front
organisations gathered in Sat Masjid Road area in
Dhanmondi on July 13, 2018 and assaulted police
and obstructed them from discharging duties. They
also threw brickbats at on-duty police personnel.

The next day, Sub-Inspector Mostofa Kamal filed
a case with Dhanmondi Police Station in connection
with the incident.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Yet to be
nationally
recognised

BAHARAM KHAN

The Martyred Intellectuals
Day is observed every year
on December 14, with the
nation paying its deepest
respects to the brightest
minds, who were massacred
towards the end of the 1971
Liberation War.

The prime minister
and the president issue
statements in  memory
of the martyrs, while the
Liberation =~ War affairs
ministry takes initiative to
commemorate the day.

The same is happening
today as well.

However, though
five decades have gone
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ECORGANIC is continuously launching
organic healthy products.
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