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267 incidents of 
arson since Oct 
28: fire service
UNB, Dhaka

A total of 267 arson attacks have been recorded till 
6:00am yesterday during the blockades and hartals 
called by BNP and its allies since the end of October.

An arson attack was reported between 6:00am 
on Thursday and 6:00am today.

The arson attack was carried out in Dhaka’s 
Shahbagh area at 1:35pm, said warehouse 
inspector Anwarul Islam of the Fire Service and 
Civil Defence headquarters (media cell).

A total of 10 members of two firefighting units 
worked to douse the fire, added the fire official.

In the last one and a half months, 263 vehicles and 
15 structures were damaged in arson attacks. Among 
the vehicles, 162 were buses, 44 trucks, 23 covered 
vans, eight motorcycles, and 26 other vehicles.
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FROM CANDIDATES’ AFFIDAVITS
No expat voter 

from Ctg appeals 
for postal ballot

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN

No expatriate voter from 
Chattogram’s different 
constituencies has appealed 
for postal ballot to cast their 
franchise in the upcoming 
election slated for January 7 
next year.

Representation of the 
People Order (RPO) 1972’s 
Article 27 and Section 8 of the Voters’ List Act stipulate 
the details about postal voting.

According to the electoral laws, postal votes can 
be cast by anyone tasked with polling duties, by 
government employees who live elsewhere for a job 
posting, and by expatriates and prisoners.

Application for postal ballot should be submitted 
to the Election Commission within 15 days after 
announcement of the polls schedule.

“Although we have all kinds of preparation, no one 
applied for postal vote this time,” said Chattogram 
deputy commissioner Abul Bashar Mohammed 
Fakhruzzaman, also the returning officer for 10 
constituencies of Chattogram.

“The time for application has already expired and 
there is no scope to do anything about it,” he added.

Chattogram Divisional Commissioner Office, as 
well as the RO office for six other seats in the district, 
echoed the same.

However, there is no exact data about the number 
of expatriate voters from Chattogram to the EC office 
and the district expatriate’s welfare and overseas 
employment department.

According to the district expatriate’s welfare office, a 
total of 1,90,706 people from Chattogram went abroad 
in the last five years for different reasons, including 
51,149 who migrated between January and November 
this year. The officials said the department just records 
the data of only those who migrated, not the returnees.
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Nixon’s land assets 
soar in 10 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Incumbent independent lawmaker of Faridpur-4 
Mojibur Rahman Chowdhury alias Nixon 
Chowdhury, saw significant increase in his wealth 
and land assets since 2014, according to his affidavit 
submitted to the Election 
Commission.

Nixon now owns 2,039.28 
decimals of land at Brahmanpara 
village under Bhanga upazila. In 
2014, he did not have any land 
assets there. He acquired 975.23 
decimals of land between 2014-
2018, and again 1064.05 decimals 
between 2018-2023.

His immovable properties are worth over Tk 8.64 
crore now, increasing from over Tk 3.68 crore in 
2018. His movable properties are worth over Tk 3.23 
crore now, up from Tk 2.98 crore in 2018.

His annual income  is Tk 1.46 crore now, which 
was  Tk 1.01 crore in 2018.

Nixon said he is a businessman, earning Tk 
8,50,000 from agriculture, Tk 11,50,000 from 
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Motahar’s wealth rises
78pc in 5 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Awami League lawmaker from Lalmonirhat-1 
constituency (Hatibandha-Patgram) Motahar 
Hossain’s wealth increased by 78 percent in five 
years since the 2018 polls, according to the affidavit 
he submitted to the EC.

In the affidavit, he has 
shown movable assets worth Tk 
1,79,25,286 this year, compared 
to Tk 1,00,70,959 in 2018. It was 
Tk one crore 70 thousand 959 in 
the 2018 election’s affidavit. 

His immovable assets are 
worth Tk 2,14,56,503, same as in 
2018, according to the affidavit. 

Motahar mentioned his annual income as Tk 
33,41,238 this year, up from Tk 17,70,600 in 2018. 

He showed Tk 3,16,620 earned from agriculture, 
Tk 2,85,600 from shop rent, Tk 20 lakh from 
business, Tk 6,60,000 as honorarium, and Tk 
79,018 as other earnings this year. 

He did not specify the nature of his business in 
the affidavit. 
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Sadeeq’s income surges 
730 times in 10 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Incumbent Awami League lawmaker from 
Dinajpur-6 Shibli Sadeeq’s income surged by 730 
percent in 10 years since he was elected MP in 
the 2014 national polls, according to his affidavit 
submitted to the Election 
Commission.

In 2014, Shibli’s earnings 
from agricultural sector stood 
at Tk 40,500, in 2018 it was Tk 
1,05,000, but this year it stands 
at Tk 29,65,000.

Meanwhile, his annual income 
in 2014 was Tk 6,41,000, now it is 
Tk 60 lakh, including Tk 18 lakh 
from fisheries, and Tk 27 lakh as honorarium.

His movable assets was Tk 12,68,143 in 2014, Tk 
2.96 crore in 2018 and Tk 11.55 crore this year.

He now possesses Tk 1.51 crore in cash and Tk 
9.51 crore in bank, up from Tk 1.20 lakh and Tk 56 
lakh in 2018 respectively.

His immovable assets also increased in value from 
Tk 29.65 lakh in 2018 to approximately Tk 4.66 crore 
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Kamal’s wife gets wealthier
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal’s wife 
earns a higher yearly income and owns more  
immovable property than the minister himself, as per 
his affidavit submitted to the Election Commissioner.

He is an incumbent lawmaker of Dhaka-12 
constituency and currently contesting for the same 
position.

Kamal’s yearly income is Tk 
81.62 lakh while his wife Lutful 
Tahmina Khan’s yearly income is 
Tk 1.22 crore.

In 2018, Kamal’s yearly income 
was Tk 64.80 lakh while that of 
his wife was Tk 60.85 lakh.

Most of their income came 
from the house rent and business.

Kamal declares movable assets totaling Tk 7.75 
crore,  owns Tk 84.43 lakh in cash and possesses two 
MP quota vehicles valued at nearly Tk 1.60 crore.

His wife’s movable assets amount to Tk 4.26 
crore, with Tk 1.07 crore in cash holdings.

In 2018, Kamal possessed movable assets valued 
at Tk 6.60 crore, while his wife held assets worth Tk 
1.93 crore.
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10th Digital 
Summit today
STAR REPORT

The Meghna Group 
of Industries, in 
collaboration with 
The Daily Star, will 
hold the 10th Digital 
Summit 2023 today.

The summit, 
themed “Innovation and Disruption: Guiding 
Through the Digital Terrain”, aims to examine the 
intricacies of the digital marketing landscape by 
exploring how innovation can serve as a guiding 
force during times of disruption, said a press release.

The 7th Digital Marketing Award will be preceded 
by the summit recognising the best works. 

The 10th Digital Summit, and 7th Digital 
Marketing Award 2023 is an initiative of 
Bangladesh Brand Forum.


