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E-ORANGE SCAM

Arrest warrant 
against 7 issued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Chattogram court 
yesterday issued an arrest 
warrant against former 
inspector Sohel Rana and 
six others from e-Orange 
over embezzling Tk 11 lakh.

The court of 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Jewel Das issued the order 
after accepting a charge 
sheet pressed by the Police 
Bureau of Investigation.

The e-commerce 
platform owners Sonia 
Mehjabin, her husband 
Masukur Rahman; its CEO 
Amanullah Chowdhury; 
and staff members Bithi 
Akter, Jayedul Firoj and 
Nazmul Hasan Rasel are 
the other accused.

SCRAPPING 16TH 

AMENDMENT

SC to hear review 
petition Jan 18

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court has adjourned till January 
18 next year the hearing of the review petition 
challenging its verdict of scrapping the 
16th amendment to the constitution, which 
empowered parliament to remove judges for 
incapacity or misconduct.

A six-member bench of the Appellate Division 
of the SC headed by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan 
passed the order yesterday.

The government filed the 908-page review 
petition with the SC on December 24, 2017.

The HC in May 2016 declared the 16th 
amendment unconstitutional.

On July 3, 2017, the SC upheld the HC verdict.
Attorney General AM Amin Uddin appeared 

for the government while Senior Advocate 
Manzill Murshid stood for the writ petitioner.

Swapan’s loans
FROM PAGE 5

67,36,000 according to the 
recent affidavit, while her 
movable assets were worth 
Tk 22,15,000 in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Swapan’s 
dependents have immovable 
assets worth Tk 2.8 crore as 
per the 2023 affidavit, while 
they have movable assets 
worth Tk 11.16 lakh.  

His dependents have also 
seen a rise in their income, 
as their income is around Tk 
24 lakh based on the recent 
affidavit, which was Tk 15.73 
lakh in 2018. 

15 vehicles
FROM PAGE 3

people”, he claimed that 
it has led the country 
towards an “inconclusive 
situation of political 
crisis” to hold a one-sided 
election and renew “Sheikh 
Hasina’s power and destroy 
Bangladesh”. 

“We must not only 
boycott this rigged election, 
but also bring down this 
government,” Rizvi said.

BNP and its allies have 
been calling for nationwide 
blockades, protesting 
the polls schedule 
announced by the Election 
Commission.

Tourism 
festival begins 
in Kuakata
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

A two-day tourism festival 
organised by the Bangladesh 
Tourism Board and the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
and Tourism starts in 
Kuakata, Patuakhali today.

The event titled 
“Bangladesh Festival 
Kuakata-2023” will 
highlight the iconic 
destination and cultural 
heritage of Bangladesh to 
local and foreign citizens.

Various programmes 
-- including kite festival, 
beach football, Rakhine 
dance, song, puppet dance, 
and displaying local culture 
and food items at stalls -- 
will be held at the Kuakata 
sea beach.

Petition challenges 
death penalty
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Supreme Court lawyer yesterday filed a writ 
petition with the High Court challenging the 
legality of the provision for death penalty in the 
criminal justice system of the country.

Ishrat Hasan submitted the petition as a public 
interest litigation to the HC, saying that the 
provision for death sentence, as the maximum 
punishment, is contradictory to articles 32 and 
35(5) of the constitution and relevant provisions of 
international treaties and conventions.

Article 32 of the constitution says, “No person 
shall be deprived of life or personal liberty save in 
accordance with law.” According to article 35(5), 
“No person shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading punishment or treatment.”

In the petition, the lawyer prayed to the HC to 
issue a rule asking the officials concerned to explain 
why section 53 of the Penal Code and section 368(1) 
of the Code Criminal Procedure (CrPC) containing 
the provision of death penalty should not be declared 
unconstitutional, illegal and without lawful authority.

Petitioner Ishrat Hasan told The Daily Star that 
Bangladesh is the signatory of the international 
treaties and conventions which have discouraged 
the enforcement of death penalty. 

More than 100 countries have already repealed 
this provision, she said.

Advocate Ishrat said she will move the petition 
before the HC at a convenient time later on.

Manju’s assets
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Her investment in the share 
market has also increased 
to Tk 18,19,12,287 this year 
from Tk 14,41,52,487 in 
2018.

However, her investment 
in savings certificate 
has decreased from 
Tk 4,80,81,065 to Tk 
2,78,62,775 in this period.

Conference 
on ICT begins 
at Kuet
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

The three-day 6th 
International Conference 
on Electrical Information 
and Communication 
Technology (EICT) began 
at Khulna University 
of Engineering and 
Technology (Kuet) yesterday.

On the occasion, Kuet 
VC Prof Mihir Ranjan 
Halder said EICT will play 
an important role in the 
advancement of information 
technology and electronics.

Shamsul Arefin, 
secretary of the ICT 
Division, was present as the 
chief guest.

          Pro-VC Prof Sobahan 
Mia, IEEE Bangladesh Chair 
Prof Mohammed Moshiul 
Hoque, dean of the Faculty 
of EEE Dr Md Shajahan, 
and chair of Technical 
Program Committee Prof 
MMA Hashem were, among 
others, present at the 
inaugural session.

Development
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that the people are fed and 
have a good life. Yes, we 
have more to do as there is 
some inequality. But life is 
product, while freedom and 
justice are by-products, not 
basic things,” Mannan said.

The minister also said 
democracy, voting right, 
governance issues are not 
being discussed by mass 
people in the rural areas, 
but by those in the urban 
areas, including civil 
society and elite. 

“Mass people’s priorities 
are tube-well, toilet, 
culvert, road, electricity, 

housing, better doctors and 
medicine in community 
clinics,” he added.

BIDS director general 
Binayak Sen said, “We 
have to return to the ideas 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman who 
wrote in his travelogue 
about how China 
eradicated poverty and 
ensured basic necessities.”

“There would be no trade-
off between development 
and democracy if we 
follow the footsteps of 
Bangabandhu,” he added.

Anisul Huq
FROM PAGE 5

according to the 2023 
affidavit. In terms of 
immovable assets, the 
minister has 8 bighas of 
agricultural land worth Tk 
16 lakh, unchanged from 
what he had in 2018. 

He also has a plot worth 
Tk 25,51,858 at the capital’s 
Purbachal, alongside a 
house worth Tk 45 lakh in 
Banani and two flats worth 
Tk 2,55,00,000.
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PRAYER 
TIMING 
DECEMBER 8

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-15

5-50

Juma  

12-30

1-15

Asr

3-45

4-00

Maghrib

5-19

5-22

Esha

7-00

7-30

Nahida Ali 
passes away
UNB, Dhaka

N a d i h a 
Ali, second 
d a u g h t e r 
of Unique 
G r o u p ’ s 
m a n a g i n g 
d i r e c t o r 
Mohd Noor Ali, died in a 
road crash in Chicago in the 
United States on Wednesday.

She will be laid to rest 
after a namaz-e-janaza 
there, said a press release of 
Unique Group yesterday.

Unique Group expressed 
condolences at the death of 
Nahida Ali.  Special prayers 
will be offered at Unique 
Group’s head office and all 
units of the group.

11th death 
anniv of Prof 
Khan Sarwar 
Murshid
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
11th death 
anniversary 
of eminent 
e d u c a t i o -
n a l i s t , 
d i p l o m a t , 
and intellectual Prof Khan 
Sarwar Murshid.

On the occasion, wreaths 
will be placed at his grave 
at the capital’s Mirpur 
Martyred Intellectuals’ 
Graveyard at 10:30am. 
Besides, prayers will be 
offered and food will be 
distributed among the 
destitute, said a press release.

Born in 1924, Murshid 
was at the forefront of the 
Language Movement of 1952, 
the Mass Upsurge of 1969, 
the Six-Point Movement and 
the Liberation War of 1971.

During the Liberation 
War, he was a member of 
the planning commission 
of the Mujibnagar 
government in exile.

In his illustrious 
diplomatic career, Murshid 
served as the Bangladesh 
high commissioner to 
Poland and Hungary.

Murshid was the first 
chairman of Transparency 
International, Bangladesh 
(TIB) and a former vice 
chancellor of Rajshahi 
University.

Md Sohel sewing torn jute sacks at a shop in Goriyar Par area of Barishal city 
yesterday. His day starts around 8:00am and he works till dusk, making around 
Tk 12,000 per month. PHOTO: TITU DAS


