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37pc female migrants returned
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encounter difficulties in 
securing job opportunities, 
mainly because of 
limited skills among 
those migrating from 
Bangladesh, the study 
revealed.

Between April 2021 and 
October 2023, BNWLA 
received a total of 1,697 
complaints from migrant 
victims and their families, 
with 90 of them filed by 
women migrants. These 
included 12 cases of abuse, 
two of trafficking, seven of 

death, 10 of unpaid wages, 
seven of fraudulence 
and cheating, and 52 of 
labour rights violations or 
breaches of contract.

The analysis says most 
cases of sexual abuse 
remain underreported due 
to victims’ fear of social 
repercussions.

Saleh Ahmed Mujaffor, 
director general of the 
Bureau of Manpower 
Employment and Training, 
said, “We need to focus on 
how we could empower 
female migrant workers. 

Sharing knowledge and 
proper training will 
eliminate their suffering.”

BNWLA president 
Salma Ali highlighted the 
gap between existing laws 
and the actual provision 
of victim-centric support 
services for women 
expatriate workers. She 
emphasised the need for 
collaboration between 
the government and 
stakeholders to aid female 
migrant workers, as justice 
is often delayed due to 
prolonged legal processes.

Two more die 
of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two more dengue 
patients died, one of which 
from Dhaka, in the last 
24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

The total number of 
deaths rose to 1,641, of 
which 948 are from Dhaka, 
according to the DGHS.

With 566 new dengue 
cases, the total number 
of cases this year rose to 
3,15,623.

Hanif’s income
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deposit of Tk 1.50 lakh for 
a farmhouse property loan, 
and a loan of Tk 50.3 crore 
in NCC Bank.

Over the past five years, 
Hanif’s yearly earnings 
have risen, but his overall 
wealth has declined, with 
the current total annual 
income amounting to Tk 
3.64 crore.

The amount of movable 
and immovable assets is 
now worth Tk 20.99 crore.

His cash holdings have 
surged 175 times since the 
last election, reaching Tk 2 
crore, compared to Tk 72.71 
lakh in 2018.

He mentioned he had 
no money in the bank or 
financial institution this 
year.

In the 11th parliamentary 
election affidavit, his 
movable and immovable 
assets totaled Tk 86.69 
crore, but the latest 
affidavit reveals a decrease 
to Tk 20.99 crore.

Hanif possesses 
immovable assets valued 
at Tk 12.22 crore, including 
three acres of non-
agricultural land in the 
Gazipur South Barai Bari 

area, estimated at Tk 1.98 
crore.

He has 0.1231 acre of 
land and a three-storey 
building worth Tk 1.96 
crore in the Chourahash 
area of Kushtia.

He also owns a land 
worth Tk 3.39 crore in 
Gulshan.

Besides, he has a house 
in Nayapaltan worth Tk 8 
lakh. He has an investment 
of Tk 4.81 crore in six 
companies in the stock 
market.

Cashing in on Cashews
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Around 160 trees can be 
planted on 100 decimals 
of land. After two years 
of sowing, each tree will 
produce 15-20 kilogrammes 
of cashew nuts yearly. 

The raw fruit is sold at Tk 
150 to Tk 160 per kg, while 
the processed dry fruit is 
sold at Tk 1,000 to Tk 1,200 
per kg in local markets, the 
official informed.

This crop has also export 
potential if the project is 
extended to all hilly areas. 
There are 22 processing 
plants in the country 
that will support its local 
cultivation, added Shahidul.

Humayoen Dilther, 
agriculture officer in 
Jhenaigati, said local 
farmers are enthusiastic 
about this cultivation, 
and more farmers would 
be brought under the 
project in future. Many 
agricultural entrepreneurs 
and unemployed youths 
have expressed interest in 
cashew cultivating and are 
contacting for suggestions 
and advice, he added.

“We are happy with the 
plant growth. This crop 
is more profitable than 
other ones and we expect 
to get better yields,” said 
Al Amin, a cultivator from 

Jhenaigati’s Gajni area.
Prof Dr Abdur Rahim, 

ex-dean of Faculty of 
Agriculture at Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, said, 
“Cashew nut is considered 
among the most nutritious 
dry fruits. It has high fat 
content (around 50 percent), 
vitamin E, magnesium, zinc 
and a host of other minerals 
and nutrients.

“The fruit is also rich in 
copper and antioxidants, 
is anti-inflammatory in 
nature, and has analgesic, 
anti-diabetic, anti-cancer, 
anti-microbial and cardio-
protective properties,” he 
added.

Haji Selim’s son
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various companies, 
including those listed 
in the stock exchange, 
totaling to Tk 9.46 
crore. Various savings 
certificates and 
investments amount to Tk 
31.45 lakh.

He didn’t mention any 
jewelry in his possession, 
and the affidavit provides 
no financial information of 
his wife.

In the affidavit, Solaiman 
Selim declared that he has 
not taken any loan, either 
individually or jointly. 

Dipu Moni
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well as honorarium as 
an MP. The minister’s 
immovable assets also 
witnessed a near six-fold 
jump from Tk 65 lakh in 
2018 to Tk 3.9 crore in 
2023.

She had over Tk 66 
lakh cash in hand as per 
latest affidavit, up from Tk 
12 lakh she had declared 
earlier. She has gold 
ornaments worth Tk 9 lakh 
and furniture worth Tk 1 
lakh.

Her car (valued at Tk 60 

lakh) is her key movable 
asset.

She now owns three flats 
worth Tk 3.6 crore in total, 
compared to two flats of Tk 
35 lakh she owned in 2018. 
Her husband also owns a 
flat worth Tk 15 lakh.

The minister has taken a 
personal loan of Tk 1.1 crore 
from a bank in 2023.

Her dollar and pound 
holdings also increased 
from $3,700 and £25 
to $4,400 and £225 
respectively during this 
period.

Ferdous
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He has a personal car worth 
Tk 20 lakh. His current 
business capital is Tk 
10,55,310. His immoveable 
property is worth Tk 
34,27,250.

In the affidavit, actor 
Ferdous said, “I, individually 
or jointly, or relying on any 
member or chairperson, 
managing director, or 
director of any bank or 
financial institution, have 
not taken any loan from 
any bank or financial 
institution.”

GM Quader’s wealth
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amount was Tk 14,47,973 in 
the affidavit he submitted 
in 2018.

Similarly, his wife, in 
2018, had Tk 27,64,701 in 
cash, which jumped to Tk 
59,59,563 in 2023.

GM Quader’s bank 
deposits have also 
increased. In five years, his 
Tk 13,02,435 deposit has 
jumped to Tk 35,95,793.

GM Quader, who owned 
a car worth Tk 40 lakh 
five years ago, now owns 
a vehicle worth over Tk 84 
lakh, while Sherifa now 
has a vehicle valued at Tk 
80 lakh instead of the Tk 
15 lakh car she owned in 

2015.
GM Quader claimed 

having different income 
sources in the recent 
affidavit, saying that he 
earned Tk 11,58,000 
from dependents and Tk 
4,40,000 from business. He 
also declared an income of 
Tk 3 lakh from house rent 
and Tk 30 lakh from shares 
and savings certificates.

He, however, didn’t 
show any land, house, 
or jewellery in his or his 
spouse’s possession in the 
affidavit.

Quader has no loans 
from banks or financial 
institutions, according to 
his 2023 affidavit.

Dastagir bought 242
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Narayanganj-1.
Gazi stated in his 

affidavit that he owns Tk 
107 crore worth of property 
out of which Tk 78.7 crore is 
the worth of land he owns.

According to The Daily 
Star’s calculations, the 
value of his land and real 
estate owned rose by 259 
percent since he became a 
parliamentarian in 2008.

Of this meteoric rise, 
over 150 percent happened 
in just the past four years.

He currently owns 
8,769.2 decimals (270 
bighas) of land.

Since the last national 
election in 2018, his 
movable assets -- consisting 
of bank deposits, cash 
in hand and others, 
multiplied by over 31 times, 
currently standing at Tk 
1,339 crore.

Most of these are assets 
he owns in the name of 
Gazi Tires, Gazi Tanks, Gazi 
International, Gazi Sinks 
and Gazi Communications.
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A loud scream, followed 
by complete silence

Hit by brick, 2-month-old dies in Dhaka
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

It was 1:30pm yesterday in Matuail. 
Two-month-old Labib was on his 
mother’s lap.

Moments earlier, Bithi Akhter 
gently placed a black teep (bindi) on 
her only son’s forehead after giving 
him a bath, believing it will keep her 
baby boy safe from all evils.

Little did she know that a tragedy 
would strike soon.

While the mother was 
affectionately holding Labib, a brick 
flew towards them and hit his head. 
Labib cried out, which abruptly 
ceased, leaving a heartbreaking 
silence that would last forever.

The family rushed him to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital in an 
unconscious state. Labib died around 
3:30pm while undergoing treatment 
there.

An inconsolable Bithi said her 
brother-in-law threw the brick, which 
killed her son.

The teep was still visible on Labib’s 

head. His innocent life was lost over a 
trivial matter.

“My younger brother Khairul took 
a bicycle from our house. But he got 
angry when I warned him about the 
faulty brakes. Then he threw a brick 
at me, which hit Labib,” said the 
child’s father Din Islam.

Madhusudan, assistant 
commissioner of Demra zone police, 
said they are trying to arrest Khairul.

The body was sent to the hospital 
morgue for autopsy, he added.

While the mother was 
affectionately holding 

Labib, a brick flew 
towards them and hit 
his head. Labib cried 

out, which abruptly 
ceased, leaving a 

heartbreaking silence 
that would last forever.


