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‘Need realistic 
climate actions’
Civil society orgs call on 
global leaders at COP28
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil society organisations called for immediate and 
realistic actions from global leaders at COP28 to 
address the escalating climate emergency.

The Climate Justice Alliance-Bangladesh highlighted 
the need for a swift and equitable transition away from 
fossil fuels at the ongoing COP28 in Dubai, which started 
on November 30 and will end on December 12. 

They also demanded responsible actions, including 
mobilising needs-based finance, ensuring obligatory 
loss and damage finance, and upholding human rights 
in climate efforts, along with extending support for the 
survival and adaptation of least developed and most 
vulnerable countries.

Stressing the need to reduce global annual 
greenhouse gas emissions by 45 percent before 2030, the 
organisations called upon developed countries and major 
emitters to ensure substantial emissions reductions.

Md Shamsuddoha, chief executive of Center for 
Participatory Research and Development,  stressed 
maintaining a firm commitment to uphold the crucial 
1.5-degree Celsius threshold regarding global warming.

Ceasing all new investments in fossil fuel production 
stands as a non-negotiable step, he said.

Syed Aminul Haque, director of Coast Trust 
Foundation, highlighted the need to strengthen 
national determined contributions in line with the 
1.5-degree target.

They highlighted the need for clarity and accountability 
in securing and mobilising the promised US $100 billion 
in climate finance from developed nations.
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25 acres of forest 
land recovered in 

Chattogram
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Forests Department recovered around 25 acres 
of forest land grabbed by an industrial group in 
Sitakunda upazila of Chattogram, yesterday.

The team led by Jaynal Abedin, assistant 
conservator of forest of Chattogram North Forest 
Division, recovered the land after removing around 
120 pillars illegally installed by Mir Group. 

Starting from 10:00am, the drive was conducted 
till 12.30pm at Bhatiary area. 

The encroacher was constructing boundary poles 
after grabbing the protected forest land, said Abdul 
Malek, ranger of the Chattogram North Forest 
Division’s city range.

Contacted, Mohammed Firoz, estate officer of the 
Mir Group, claimed, “I don’t know anything about 
the recovery drive of the forest department; however, 
we have a conflict over land with the state agency.”

3 killed, 1 
hurt in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Three people were killed 
and another was injured 
in road accidents in 
two districts yesterday, 
according to reports from 
our correspondent and a 
news agency.

UNB from Chattogram 
adds, a truck driver and 
his assistant were killed 
and another was injured 
in a collision between a 
stone-carrying truck and a 
dump truck in Fatikchhari 
upazila of Chattogram.

The deceased are dump 
truck driver Rubel, 26, 
and his assistant Jahangir 
Alam, 28, from Jhiltoli area 
in Fatikchhari.

Injured truck driver 
Nur Mia was admitted 
to Chittagong Medical 
College Hospital, said OC 
Adil Mahmud of Nazirhat 
Highway Police Station.

In Gazipur, a worker of 
TM Wet and Dry Processing 
Limited was killed in a 
road accident on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway in 
front of BRTC in Salna area.

Two buildings beside the Goynar Chora canal tilted during excavation work in the port city’s Pahartali area yesterday. Though 
no casualties were reported, the buildings were evacuated immediately. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Two more 
buildings tilt 
in port city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two buildings tilted yesterday near a canal 
in the port city’s Pahartali area. However, 
no casualties were reported in the incident.

According to Udayan Chakma, officer 
at Agrabad Fire service, the three-storied 
buildings, adjacent to each other, tilted 
during the excavation of the Goynar Chora 
canal.

On information, firefighters rushed 
to the spot around 12:30pm, finding 
several cracks on the structures during 
inspection. Sevel families were residing in 
the structures.

“Owners informed of a six-inch gap 
between the two structures. However, we 
found almost no gap between them,” said 
Udayan. 

The residents have been asked to 
evacuate both buildings immediately as 
the cracks have made the structures risky, 
said Sub-inspector Main Uddin Faysal of 
Pahartali Police Station. 

The 34 Engineering Construction 
Brigade of Bangladesh Army has been 
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475 killed in road 
accidents in Nov
Says Jatri Kalyan Samity

UNB, Dhaka

As many as 475 people died and 605 others were 
injured in 566 road accidents across the country 
in November this year, said a report of Bangladesh 
Jatri Kalyan Samity yesterday.

Besides, 31 people were killed and 25 injured in 23 
railway accidents while five people were killed in six 
waterway accidents, it said. 

The samity published the report after analysing 
reports published in national and regional dailies 
and online media, said a press release. 

Of them, 173 people died and 85 others were injured 
in some 147 motorbike accidents across the country 
last month which is 25.97 percent of the total accidents 
and 30.56 percent of the total fatalities.  Dhaka 
division witnessed the highest 183 road accidents with 
115 fatalities and 138 injuries while Sylhet witnessed 
the lowest 22 road accidents with 16 deaths. 

Among those killed in road accidents in 
November, four were members of law enforcement 
agencies, 106 were drivers, 45 pedestrians, 13 
transport workers, 36 students, three teachers, 51 
women, 32 children, two journalists, one freedom 
fighter, one lawyer, two engineers, two physicians 
and seven activists of different political parties. 

The association blamed reckless driving, plying 
of motorbikes and three-wheelers on highways, 
lack of street lights, road markings or road signs, 
cracks and holes on highways during rainy season, 
movement of unfit vehicles, violation of traffic 
rules, unskilled drivers and helpers, and poor traffic 
management for the accidents and deaths. 

The association blamed reckless driving, plying of 
motorbikes and three-wheelers on highways, lack of 

street lights, road markings or road signs, cracks and 
holes on highways during rainy season, movement of unfit 

vehicles, violation of traffic rules, unskilled drivers and 
helpers, and poor traffic management for the accidents 

and deaths.

City

DU entry tests 
start Feb 23
DU CORRESPONDENT

The admission tests for Dhaka University for the 
academic year 2023-24 will start from February 23 
with arts, law and social sciences units.

Admission seekers can apply via online from 
December 18 to January 5. 

The application fee for one unit has been set at 
Tk 1,050, Tk 50 more than previous year’s fee. 

The decisions came yesterday at a general 
admission committee meeting 
presided over by Prof ASM 
Maksud Kamal, vice-chancellor 
of the university.

The meeting was held at 
Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury 
Senate Bhaban of the university. 

Following the admission test 
of Arts, Law and Social Sciences 
unit, the entry test for Business 
Studies (C unit) will be held on February 24. 

The A (Science) unit admission test will be held 
on March 1 while the entry test (GK and drawing) 
of Fine Arts unit will be held on March 9.  

Several members of the committee confirmed 
the decisions to The Daily Star. 

The exams will consist of MCQ (60 marks) and 
written test (40 marks) in all units except fine arts. 
The total time of the exam is one hour and 30 
minutes, according to a DU press release.


