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Five held over rape
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police have arrested five persons in connection 
with a rape case in Rangpur.

Rana, Hafizur Rahman, Alamgir Hossain, 
Samsul Islam and Bulu Mia -- from Hajirhat in 
Sadar upazila -- were held on Saturday night.

Abu Maruf Hossain, deputy police 
commissioner of Rangpur, said Rana and Hafizul 
picked up a woman and her husband from their 
house on Friday, accusing them of stealing a goat.

Later, they took them to an isolated place and 
raped the woman in front of her husband. The 
accused released the couple after rape, he said.

Yesterday, a Rangpur court sent the arrestees 
to jail.
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SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The Gangamati Reserve Forest in Kuakata, 
Patuakhali, which acted as a natural 
shield against Cyclone Sidr in 2007 and 
other such calamities, is under threat due 
to tree felling and soil extraction.

Recently, over 10,000 trees were cut 
down across 13 acres, of which soil was 
also extracted from 5 acres of forest 
area to be later sold for an embankment 
project. This deforestation has led to the 
creation of numerous ditches, causing 
water accumulation after rainfall. Several 
large ponds now replace the large trees 
which proudly stood in the area once. 

Locals alleged a syndicate led by local 
Awami League activist Abu Saleh Fakir 
is destroying the forest for their business 
interests.

The 200-acre forest in the east of 
Kuakata falls under the jurisdiction of 
Mahipur range of forest department. 

There are also allegations that Abul 
Kalam Azad, Mahipur range officer, is 
collaborating with the perpetrators.

“A syndicate has been felling trees 
and extracting soil using excavators and 
transporting it by trucks at night for the 
last couple of months,” said Md Khalilur 
Rahman, a local resident.

As the culprits are politically influential, 
no one dares to speak about them, he added.

Shakeel, another local, alleged that the 
soil extracted from the forest has been sold 
for construction of a dyke, and other similar 
projects. The forest department hardly did 
anything to stop the syndicate, he claimed.

“When we protested locally, no steps 
were taken. Rather, we were threatened by 

the culprits in various ways,” said Hazrat 
Ali, another local.

“If the forest continues to be destroyed 
in this way, the area might suffer a heavy 
blow during future cyclones,” he said.

Contacted, Abu Saleh Fakir refuted the 
allegations against him.

“I am not involved in this matter. Some 
locals leased the land from the district 
commissioner’s office and they extracted 
and sold the soil,” he claimed.

Contacted, Abul Kalam Azad, Mahipur 
range officer, also said the allegations 
against him are false and fabricated.

“After we got information, I asked those 
involved to refrain from destroying the 
forest. The miscreants then threatened 
to kill me. A total of 14 cases have been 
filed against these people this year and six 
persons have been fined during mobile 

court drives,” he said.
“I have also informed the higher 

authorities in this regard,” he added.
Kalapara UNO Jahangir Hossain said, 

“The gang has caused irreparable damage 
to the forest. At least 20 raids to catch the 
gang members have failed.”

“On October 16, six people were 
arrested while three excavators and seven 
trucks used for soil transportation were 
seized. The arrestees were sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment each and fined 
a total of Tk 1 lakh.”

Tariqul Islam, assistant conservator of 
forest (ACF) of Patuakhali Coastal Forest 
Division, said they will continue their 
drive.

Mentionable, about 20-25 acres of the 
forest land disappeared over the years due 
to erosion by sea.

Once there was a forest here
Miscreants fell over 10,000 trees to extract soil in Gangamati Reserve Forest

Visiting the forest area recently, this correspondent saw 
several large ponds or ditches have been created on a vast 
stretch of forest land due to soil extraction. The syndicate 

members fell trees in the area and then extracted soil from 
there. This photo was taken on November 29.
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VANDALISM OF CJ RESIDENCE

Fakhrul seeks HC bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir has sought bail 
from the High Court 
in a case filed over the 
vandalism of the chief 
justice’s residence during 
the BNP-police clash on October 28.

He filed a bail petition with the HC yesterday 
through his lawyers. On November 22, a Dhaka 
court denied him bail in the case.

His lawyer Kayser Kamal told The Daily Star 
that Fakhrul was not involved in the vandalism 
of the CJ residence. He is an elderly person and 
moreover, BNP leader Shahjahan Omar, a co-
accused in the case, has already been granted bail.

Kamal said the HC may hold a hearing within 
a few days. Fakhrul landed in jail on October 29.
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According to the National 
Parliamentary Election 
Code of Conduct, the 
very important persons 
enjoying government 
privileges cannot include 
electoral events in their 
public programme, use 
public vehicles or publicity 

machinery, or deploy 
government officials or 
autonomous bodies for 
electioneering.

Meanwhile, Momen will 
fly to Accra, the capital of 
Ghana, tomorrow to attend 
the “UN Peacekeeping 
Ministerial Meeting” 
scheduled for December 5-6.


