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Legal tangles still unresolved
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and Santu Larma to move 
appeals before it. The 
Appellate Division could not 
settle the appeals because 
the parties concerned have 
earlier taken adjournments 
of hearing from this court 
for multiple times.

Contacted, Attorney 
General AM Amin Uddin 
said his office had taken 
initiative for two to three 
times so that the Appellate 
Division holds hearing but 
it did not take place as the 
opposite side took time 
from the court.     

Meanwhile, petitioners’ 
lawyer Imran A Siddiq said 
they will place arguments 
on the appeals when those 
will be heard.

Barrister Imran also said 
the apex court is scheduled 
to hold hearing on January 
11 next year on two review 
petitions filed challenging 

the judgement delivered 
by this court on November 
22, 2016 declaring the 
CHT Regulation 1900 
constitutionally valid and 
effective.

The CHT Regulation, 
1900 had been issued 
by the then British 
colonisers to protect the 
diverse culture and its 
indigenous inhabitants 
from foreign immigrants. 
This regulation came into 
force on May 1, 1900 giving 
special status to  CHT area.

Following two petitions 
filed by two private 
companies -- Rangamati 
Food Products Ltd and 
Wagachara Estate Ltd -- the 
HC had several years back 
declared the CHT Regulation 
1900 as a “dead law”.

Following an appeal filed 
by the state challenging the 
HC verdicts, the Appellate 
Division on November 

22, 2016 declared the 
CHT Regulation 1900 
constitutionally valid and 
effective.

The contents of the 
review petitions and the 
appeals filed in connection 
with CHT issues are related 
to each other, the lawyer 
added.

JP leader
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other peaceful way to oust 
a government without 
participating in the polls,” 
he said. 

Contacted, JP Secretary 
General Mujibul Haque 
Chunnu said he was not 
aware of the issue. 

“Everybody has the right 
to participate in an election. 
But if any party member 
joins another party, we will 
take action after knowing it 
officially,” he said. 

AL will claim victory
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evening [on the election 
day] and claim victory.

“I would urge the 
garment workers to 
continue the movement for 
their rights... In the end, we 
will prevail,” he said. 

“Bureaucrats who 
resigned just two days 
ago are now seeking 
nominations. The prime 
minister is also signing 
nomination papers for 
her party members from 
her office. Is the Prime 
Minister’s Office a political 
office?” he asked. 

Nazrul Islam Khan, 

a standing committee 
member of BNP, said, “The 
workers were accused of 
torching the factories. Those 
who wanted to undermine 
the workers’ movement and 
sought to inflict harm upon 
them did just that. The real 
criminals are never brought 
to justice.”

Zonayed Saki, 
chief coordinator of 
Ganosamhati Andolon, 
said, “The US announced 
its new Labor Rights Code. 
They stated that if a one-
sided election is held and 
human and workers’ rights 

are curtailed, they can 
impose new restrictions on 
our garment industry. This 
government is jeopardising 
our international market 
to stay in power without 
votes.”

Nurul Haque Nur, 
president of a faction of 
Gono Odhikar Parishad; and 
AAM Foyez Hossain, chief 
coordinator of Sammilita 
Sramik Parishad, among 
others, spoke at the rally.

Country to see
FROM PAGE 5

currently the country 
has been experiencing a 
“designed democracy”.

He said Article 7 of the 
Constitution says all powers 
in the Republic belong to the 
people. However, if people’s 
representatives are not 
elected in a transparent way, 
then Article-7 loses its spirit.

Prof Asif Nazrul of 
Dhaka University’s law 
department said the 
January 7 election will 
take place in a situation 
in which AL candidates 
are likely to contest their 
“dummy candidates”.

On the other hand, BNP 
boycotted the election 
amid a situation in which 
its leaders and activists 
faced police cases, arrests 
and detentions, he said.

Ridwanul Hoque, 
former teacher of DU’s law 
department, said different 
symptoms suggest that 
the upcoming election will 
not be participatory and 
contesting.

If not then it cannot be 
said that there is democracy 
in the country, he said, 
adding, democracy is very 
much integrated to free, 
fair and inclusive elections.

244 aspirants
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each in Dhaka.
Workers Party president 

Rashed Khan Menon, 
previously elected 
from Dhaka-8 with AL 
support, now submitted 
his nomination from 
Barishal 4 and 5 after 
AL’s announcement of 
Bahauddin Nasim in 
Dhaka-8.

Among the AL 
independent candidates -- 
Shahin Ahmed in Dhaka-2, 
Awlad Hossain in Dhaka-3, 
Kamrul Hasan and Moshiur 
Rahman Molla in Dhaka-5, 
Hasibur Rahman Manik 
in Dhaka-7, Sabina Akter 

Tuhin, Md Almas Uddin 
and Kazi Faridul Haque in 
Dhaka-14, Salauddin Robin 
in Dhaka-16, Md Jafar Iqbal, 
Anisur Rahman and Nazim 
Uddin in Dhaka-18, Saiful 
Islam and Murad Jong in 
Dhaka 19 and Mohaddesh 
Hossain in Dhaka-20 -- 
hold posts in different the 
party committees.

Countrywide, 71 
incumbent lawmakers 
were denied AL 
nomination, among them 
61 are participating as 
independents.

However, in Dhaka, no 
independent aspirants are 
incumbent MPs.

Dr Razia first
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and security in Bangladesh 
and also for her role as a 
member of the Scientific 
Advisory Board, where she 
served from 2018 to 2023.

The other co-recipients 
were Spiez Laboratory 
(Switzerland) and Hubert 
K Foy, director of African 
Centre for Science and 
International Security, 
according to a statement 
from the Bangladeshi 
embassy in the Netherlands.

Full implementation remains
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of Bangladesh Adivasi 
Forum, said after signing 
of the treaty, the Jumma 
(indigenous residents in 
the hills) people hoped that 
their long, armed struggles 
for existence had come to 
an end. 

“But what have we seen 
after 26 years of the treaty? 
Only 25 out of 72 clauses 
were fully implemented. 
The key clauses have 
remained unimplemented,” 
he said.

The AL government has 
been in power since 2009. 

In their election manifestos 
in 2009, 2014, and 2018, 
respectively, the party 
pledged to implement the 
treaty fully, and it could 
have done so if it had the 
goodwill, he said.

Over 500 temporary 
army camps in the hill 
tracts were supposed to be 
withdrawn as per the peace 
accord, but the process 
halted after withdrawing 
around 105 camps in 2013, 
he said.

“Later, at least 20 of 
the withdrawn camps 
were reinstated during the 

pandemic,” Sanjeeb said. 
Former lawmaker and 

PCJSS vice-president 
Ushatan Talukder also 
said the implementation 
of the accord depends 
on the government’s 
goodwill. 

He called upon all, 
including civil society 
members, to take effective 
steps for implementing the 
peace accord.

CHT Affairs Minister 
Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing 
could not be reached for 
comment despite repeated 
attempts.

Mother, child 
die as truck hits 
auto-rickshaw
UNB, Noakhali

A mother and her daughter 
were killed in a head-on 
collision between a CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw and a truck 
in Noakhali’s Subarnachar 
upazila yesterday.

Two people including 
the auto-rickshaw driver 
sustained injuries in the 
accident.

The accident occurred 
on Sonapur-Chairman 
Road at Daroga intersection 
adjacent to Atkapalia Bazar 
of Char Jubilee union.

The deceased were 
identified as Shilpi Akhter, 
30, and her 2-year-
old daughter Sharmin 
of Shukkur of Purba 
Charjabbar village in 
Charwapada union of the 
upazila.

Md Faruk, 30, and 
Md Abdullah, 30, from 
Charjabbar village in the 
upazila were undergoing 
treatment at Subarnachar 
Upazila Health Complex.

The accident occurred 
when a Sonpur-bound CNG-
run auto-rickshaw collided 
head-on with an oncoming 
truck, said Aminul Islam, 
sub-inspector of Char 
Jabbar Police Station.

Police seized both of the 
vehicles from the spot, he 
added.

Legal action will be 
taken upon receiving a 
written complaint, said SI 
Aminul.
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School playground 
now a grazing field

Headteacher turns it into a pasture for her brother’s cattle
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, from Barguna

A school playground now lies silent 
behind its fenced net, devoid of the 
laughter and joy of children. 

In a recent visit, this 
correspondent didn’t see any 
children playing on the school 
field, rather it has been taken over 
by cattle.

The headteacher of  Sharikkhali 
Government Primary School 
in Amtali upazila of Barguna 
allegedly kept the ground off limits 
to students to preserve the grass 
on the field and turn it to a pasture 
ground for feeding her brother’s 
cattle.

For years, students and local 
children enjoyed playing cricket 
and football on the school field in 
Sharikkhali. However, this year, 
headteacher Shahida Begum 
fenced off the area to preserve grass 
for her brother Bacchu Sharif’s 
cattle, alleged guardians.

Some students, requesting 
anonymity, said even if they want 
to play during recess or in the 
morning and afternoon, they 
cannot go to the field due to the 
fencing.

“After learning about the 
matter, I asked the headteacher 
to open the field for students and 
local youths to use it for sports, 

but she and her brother did not 
listen to it. She is saving the grass 
to feed her brother’s cattle,” said 
Shahjahan Kabir, chairman of the 
school’s managing committee.

Contacted, Shahida Begum 
refuted the allegations.

“Some trees were planted on 
the school ground and net fencing 
was placed to protect those,” she 
claimed.

Asked why the students are 
being barred from entering the 
field , she said, “The examination 
is currently underway. When and 
how will the children play?”

The locals submitted a written 
complaint against Shahida Begum 

to Amtali UNO Ashraful Alam on 
November 27, seeking solution to 
this issue.

He said the upazila assistant 
commissioner (land) has been 
directed to investigate the 
complaint and submit a report. 
“Legal action will be taken if 
allegations are found to be true,” 
he said.

Upazila primary education 
officer Shafiqul Alam said, “I 
have received a copy of a written 
complaint. Departmental 
action will be taken subject to 
investigation.”

Bacchu Sharif could not be 
contacted for comments.

RANGPUR HOSPITAL

Patients suffer due to 
damaged dialysis machines
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Patients suffering from kidney-related 
ailments, who rely on dialysis at Rangpur 
Medical College Hospital, are facing 
difficulties as the dialysis machines at the 
nephrology department have become 
non-functional, following an electric 
short circuit.

Seven machines and eight air 
conditioners suddenly malfunctioned 
last Saturday after an electrical short 
circuit, disrupting essential dialysis 
procedures. As of yesterday, a portion of 
the ward remained dark as the authorities 
struggled to restore power.

The patients from eight districts of 
Rangpur division rely on this hospital 
and Abdur Rahim Medical College 
Hospital in Dinajpur for dialysis services.

Rana Mahmud, relative of a Nilphamari 
patient, was waiting for dialysis recently. 
Despite the extended wait, they could not 
receive dialysis due to the non-functional 
machines. “Financial constraints 
prevent us from seeking private hospital 
treatment,” Rana explained.

Jahurul Islam, from Parbatipur in 
Dinajpur, expressed frustration as his 
wife has been suffering from kidney 
disease for the past one and a half years. 
Despite arriving early, they did not 
receive any dialysis treatment.

Sajeda Khatun, in-charge of the 
dialysis department, said out of 39 
dialysis machines, only 19 are currently 
operational due to electrical issues. 
Approximately 70 patients visit the 
hospital daily for dialysis, she said.

Rajia Sultana, sub-divisional engineer 
(mechanical) of Rangpur Public Works 
Department, inspected the hospital to 
assess the situation. She refrained from 
providing any comments on the issue.

Dr ABM Mobasher Alam, head 
professor of the Nephrology Department, 
said patients are suffering due to the 
technical problems.

Dr M Yunus Ali, the hospital director, 
said he has written to the health 
directorate requesting them to repair the 
malfunctioning machines. “We have also 
informed the local Power Development 
Board about the issue,” he said.


