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Seven more 
lives lost to 
dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least seven dengue 
patients died, three from 
Dhaka, in the last 24 hours 
till yesterday morning.

With the new deaths, 
the total number of deaths 
rose to 1,622, according 
to data of Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS).

With 877 new dengue 
cases, the total number of 
dengue cases this year rose 
to 3,11,891.

A total of 3,479 
dengue patients are still 
undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals across 
the country, of which 908 
are in Dhaka.

Among the total cases, 
3,06,790 dengue patients 
have already been released.

According to DGHS, a 
total of 62,382 patients 
were hospitalised last year, 
while total number of 
deaths was 281.

Arsonists using 
timer IEDs to set 

buses on fire: CTTC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Arsonists are now using a “Time-Initiated 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED)” to set passenger 
buses ablaze during the ongoing blockade and 
strike, said CTTC.

CTTC’s Bomb Disposal Unit (BDU) reported 
recovering this type of IED in Bangladesh for the first 
time recently. Rahmat Ullah Chowdhury, chief of the 
BDU and also deputy commissioner of police, said, 
“The militant outfits were mainly seen using this type 
of IED. By analysing the IED’s structure and other 
aspects, it is assumed to be prepared by an expert.”

Law enforcers suspect that arsonists are using 
the technique to avoid arrest.

Yesterday noon, passengers of a Dishari 
Paribahan bus en route from Keraniganj to Dhaka 
detected smoke coming from objects beneath a seat 
near Babubazar Bridge. They got off the bus, and the 
driver took the empty vehicle to a police outpost in 
the Nayabazar area. Police then notified the BDU, 
which later recovered the time-initiated IED from 
underneath a passenger seat.

The BDU report said the IED lacked high explosives. 
It utilised a table clock with a pencil battery for timer 
control. The detonator consisted of two electric wires, 
two matchsticks, and a lithium-ion battery.

A small polybag filled with petrol was also 
attached to the IED, intending to spark a fire 
upon explosion, said the report. A similar IED was 
recovered on November 20 from Kadamtoli Bus 
Stand area on Dhaka-Chattogram highway.

The BDU chief said those responsible for recent 
arson attacks on buses and trucks are likely behind 
these incidents as well. “We are working to identify 
the maker,” he added.

DRU POLLS

Shuvo 
president, 
Mohiuddin 
gen secy
UNB, Dhaka

Syed Shukur Ali Shuvo of 
the Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha and Mohiuddin 
of Desh TV were elected 
president and general 
secretary of the Dhaka 
Reporters Unity yesterday.

Shuvo bagged 583 votes, 
while his nearest rival 
candidates Shakhawat 
Hossain Badsha and Kabir 
Ahmed Khan obtained 429 
and 357 votes, respectively.

Mohiuddin secured 607 
votes to defeat his nearest 
rival Mynul Hasan Sohel 
who bagged 471 votes. 
Abdullah Al Kafi, another 
contender for the general 
secretary post, secured 307 
votes.

Shariful Islam Shamim, 
who secured 453 votes, 
was elected vice president 
and Md Mizanur Rahman 
was elected joint secretary, 
securing 757 votes.

Other elected office 
bearers are Finance 
Secretary Md Zakir Hossain 
(767 votes), Organising 
Secretary Khalid Saifullah 
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Rohingyas highly 
exposed to HIV

Say doctors, NGO workers

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

The Rohingya community living 
in Cox’s Bazar refugee camps has 
an alarmingly high exposure to 
HIV, said health professionals 
and NGO workers.

Of the 1,135 people who were 
diagnosed positive for HIV in 
Cox’s Bazar, 927 are Rohingyas, 
according to the anti-retroviral 
therapy centre of Cox’s Bazar 
General Hospital.

Medical professionals 
working in the district are at 
risk from the undetected HIV 
patients of the community, 
said Dr Md Ashiqur Rahman, 
resident medical office of Cox’s 
Bazar General Hospital.

Recently, a pregnant 
Rohingya woman, who had to 
go through a C-section, was 
screened for HIV and tested 
positive, he said.

The doctor who operated on 
the patient had to take preventive 
therapy since the virus spread 
through the patient’s blood, Dr 
Ashiqur said.

“Though we conduct a 
screening test before any surgery 
for Rohingyas, sometimes it’s 
not possible to do the test 
immediately when the case is 
severe and needs immediate 

operation,” he added.
Over one million Rohingyas 

are living at the 32 camps in 
Ukhiya and Teknaf upazilas of 
Cox’s Bazar.

The rate of HIV infection 
among the Rohingyas is very 
high compared to the host 
community, said Dr Ashiqur.

“This is the tip of the iceberg 

for an alarming situation. We 
don’t know the actual number of 
HIV-positive patients among the 
Rohingyas. Most of the detected 
patients actually came to us 
with other complications and 
examining their symptoms, we 
suggested HIV tests, which came 
back positive,” he said.

Lack of preventive measures 
and awareness about AIDS, 
polygamic habits among the 
refugees, and unsafe sexual 
contacts, particularly with sex 
workers, are possible key factors 
of high exposure to HIV among 
the Rohingyas, he said.

Mass screening is not allowed 
to detect HIV since there are 
some humanitarian issues, so the 
extent of HIV infection could not 
be determined, he said. 

He recommended a holistic 
approach with participation of 
all actors and contact tracing of 
the infected individuals’ family 
members to contain the risk.

Rohingya HIV patients and 
their partners are being observed 
by health workers, while pregnant 
women are also screened for 
the unborn’s safety, said Dr 
Md Sarwar Jahan, assistant 
health coordinator at the 
Refugee, Relief and Repatriation 
Commissioner’s office.

Lack of preventive 
measures and 

awareness about AIDS, 
polygamic habits 

among the refugees, 
and unsafe sexual 

contacts, particularly 
with sex workers, are 
possible key factors of 
high exposure to HIV 
among the Rohingyas.


