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(385 votes), Office Secretary 
Rafik Rafi (965 votes), 
Women Affairs Secretary 
Mahmuda Doly (680), 
Publicity and Publication 
Secretary Shushanta 
Kumar Saha (705 votes), 
ICT and Training Secretary 
Md Rashid (794 votes), 

Sports Secretary Md 
Mahbubur Rahman (904 
votes), Cultural Secretary 
Md Monwar Hossain 
(uncontested), Hospitality 
Secretary Mohammad 
Salim Ullah (Mezbah) 
(659 votes) and Welfare 
Secretary Tanvir Ahmed 
(867 votes).

Two killed as 
truck hits them
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Mymensingh

Two pedestrians were 
killed as a truck hit them 
in Mymensingh yesterday 
morning.

The accident happened on 
Mymensingh-Kishoreganj 
road in Ishwarganj upazila, 
said police.

Janati Gour, 60, 
from Duttapara area in 
Ishwarganj, died on the 
spot, and Abdus Sattar, 
55, from Naupara village, 
was declared dead at 
Mymensingh Medical 
College Hospital.

The Kishoreganj-bound 
sand-laden truck skidded off 
the road before hitting them 
around 9:00am, said Farid 
Ahmed, OC (investigation) 
of Ishwarganj Police Station, 
quoting locals.
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While responding to a 
question, Iftekharuzzaman 
said, “Upon reviewing the 
period before and after 
the announcement of 
the upcoming national 
election schedule, it seems 
to us that what we mean 
by participatory election is 
unlikely to take place this 
time. This is a matter of 
great concern.”

He suggested 
amending Article 70 of 
the Constitution to create 

opportunities allowing 
the parliament members 
to propose dissent, engage 
in discussions, and vote 
against their respective 
parties in all other areas 
except motion of no-
confidence and in case of 
budget making.

He opined that after being 
elected, the prime minister 
should resign from the 
party position to perform 
parliamentary and executive 
duties in an unbiased and 
transparent manner.

10 injured in AL, 
Jatiya Party clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

At least 10 people were injured in a clash between 
the supporters of Awami League and Jatiya Party in 
Sonargaon upazila of Narayanganj yesterday.

The incident happened in Nunertek area under 
Barodi union, said police.

Locals and police said there has been a longstanding 
rivalry between the UP member of ward-6 Baradi 
Osman Gani and Jubo League’s ward committee 
general secretary Sukkur Mahmud. Their conflict has 
intensified ahead of the upcoming general election. 

Yesterday, the two groups used sharp weapons in 
the clash. Mahbubur Rahman Babul, UP chairman, 
said an argument over setting up stalls at a local fair 
led to the conflict.

Jubo League leader Sukkur Mahmud said, “UP 
member Osman Gani and his associate Jatiya Party 
leader Jakaria attacked us following a trifling matter.”

Denying the allegation, Osman Gani said his men 
were beaten by Sukkur Mahmud’s followers.

Sonargaon Police Station Officer-in-Charge said 
the clash left the people from both the groups injured. 
Legal actions will be taken in this regard, he added.
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FROM PAGE 3

offices of returning officers 
with processions to collect 
or submit nomination 
papers. 

The scrutiny of 
nomination papers 
will be held between 
December 1 and 4. The 
candidates could appeal 
against the returning 
officers’ decisions between 
December 5 and 9. The EC 
will dispose of the appeals 
from December 10 to 15.

The deadline for 
withdrawal of candidature 
is December 17.

The ROs will distribute 
electoral symbols among 
candidates on December 
18 and the candidates 
can start conducting 
their electioneering 
immediately after getting 
the symbols. 

The electioneering will 
continue till 8:00am on 
January 5, 48 hours before 
the election starts.
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Hosneara 
Begum 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

H o s n e a r a 
B e g u m , 
mother of 
High Court 
judge Md 
R e z a u l 
Hasan, died 
on Wednesday in Dhaka. 
She was 84.

She breathed her last in 
the ICU of United Hospital 
in Gulshan at 11:30am, 
Justice Hasan told The 
Daily Star.

She left behind her son, 
daughter Roksana Begum, 
grandchildren, relatives, 
friends and well-wishers.

Her first namaz-e-janaza 
was held at Gulshan Azad 
Masjid after Zohr prayers.

Hosneara’s body will be 
taken to her village home 
in Taltala Bazar, Chatkhil, 
Noakhali, after Juma prayers 
today. Her second namaz-e-
janaza will be held there.

Hosneara’s family 
members asked all to pray 
for the salvation of her 
departed soul.  

Swapan shines in 
malta farming

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Md Ashraf Hossain Swapan is an 
inspiration to hundreds of farmers 
in Jhenidah, who have taken up 
cultivation of Vietnamese malta 
and other fruits.

The 51-year-old has been 
cultivating the fruit in Baliadanga 
village under Kaliganj upazila of 
the district since 2011 and achieved 
success in his venture. 

Visiting his orchard recently, 
this correspondent saw large green 
malta fruits hanging in clusters from 
branches. The fruits will be ready for 
harvest in a couple of months.

“After graduating in 1996, I 
started a fertiliser-insecticide 
business at Baliadanga bazar. 
During this time, I got introduced 
to many people who inspired me to 
start strawberry cultivation in 2006. 
However, I could not get expected 
yield due to the climate here, which 
is not suitable for the fruit,” he said. 

“In 2011, I switched to cultivating 
dragon fruit on three bighas of 
land and Vietnamese malta on 2.16 
decimals of land, since these fruits 

can be harvested every five months 
for twice a year, and are suitable for 
the climate here,” he said.

This year, he invested Tk 30,000 
for the orchard and has already 
recouped his investment after 
selling fruits from just the first 
harvest. He will harvest the fruits 

again in February next year and 
expects to earn Tk 2.50 lakh. 

Swapan also expressed his 
interest to introduce newer fruit 
varieties. 

Kutub Uddin, a dragon fruit 
producer in the upazila, said, 
“Swapan was the first to begin 
cultivating Vietnamese malta in the 
area, and has shown that cultivating 
fruits can be lifechanging. Many 

others, including myself, are now 
following him after witnessing 
his success. I am now cultivating 
dragon fruit.”

Abdus Samad of neighbouring 
Patbila village, echoed him.

Vietnamese malta is being 
cultivated on a total of 151 hectares 

of land in the district in the current 
fiscal year (2023-24). In the last fiscal 
year, it was 126 hectares, according 
to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Jhenidah.

Asgar Ali, deputy director of 
DAE in Jhenidah, said, “Swapan 
always seeks to introduce new 
varieties of fruits for cultivation in 
the district. We always assist him in 
his endeavours.”


