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Dengue claims 
five more lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least five more dengue 
patients died, three from 
Dhaka, in the last 24 hours 
till yesterday morning.

With the new deaths, 
the total number of deaths 
rose to 1,615, according to 
DGHS.

With 968 new dengue 
cases, the total number 
of cases this year rose to 
3,11,014.

A total of 3,587 dengue 
patients are still undergoing 
treatment at hospitals.

So far, 3,05,812 dengue 
patients have already been 
released.

According to DGHS, a 
total of 62,382 patients 
were hospitalised last year, 
while total number of 
deaths was 281.

No eviction without 
rehabilitation

Atiqul on slum dwellers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

No slum dwellers will be evicted without rehabilitation, 
said Dhaka North City Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam 
yesterday.

“The prime minister has clear instructions in this 
regard,” he added.

He was speaking in an event titled “Policy Dialogue 
on Climate-Induced Displacement: Challenges and 
Way Forward for Dhaka North” at the DNCC conference 
room yesterday. DNCC in collaboration with UNDP 
organised the event.

“It’s essential to improve and redevelop Karail and 
Bhashantek slums, ensuring a planned development 
that includes parks, fields, and schools for the 
residents,” said Atiq.

The DNCC will provide Tk 1 crore scholarship every 
year to the students living in slums, he announced.

UNDP Bangladesh Deputy Resident Representative 
Sonali Dayaratna, British High Commission’s Climate 
and Environment Team Leader Alex Harvey, DNCC 
Chief Executive Officer Selim Reza were also present.

AL to face challenges from within
Independents could become a major factor in 16 Ctg constituencies

ARUN BIKASH DEY

Although BNP and its allies have 
boycotted the next parliamentary 
elections slated for January 7 next 
year, candidates nominated by 
Awami League in 16 constituencies 
of Chattogram will not go 
uncontested.

This time, they are set to 
compete against their own party 
members who would vie for the 
polls independently.

Several AL leaders from 
Chattogram, who did not 
get party tickets for the 12th 
parliamentary polls, seek to prove 
their popularity in their respective 
constituencies by leveraging the 
party’s supposedly lenient stance 
on independent candidates from 
within.

However, a recent instruction 
-- that none from AL can run as an 
independent candidate without 
the party’s nod -- left some of 
them worried.

Regardless, many of them 

have already initiated the process 
of gathering signatures from 
one percent of voters in their 
constituencies, a mandatory 
requirement for submission to the 
Election Commission.

According to AL sources, at 
least 13 party leaders have 
decided to contest as 
independent from 
10 constituencies 
of the port city 
against nominated 
ones.

Chattogram-1 
( M i r s a r a i ) 
constituency is 
a stronghold of 
Mosharraf Hossain, 
AL presidium member and 
seven-time MP. His son Mahbub 
Rahman Ruhel got the party’s 
nomination for the constituency 
this time.

However, AL Chattogram 
north district unit executive 
member Gias Uddin, also former 
chairman of Mirsarai upazila 

parishad, wants to contest in this 
constituency as an independent 
candidate.

Contacted, Gias Uddin said, 
“Our leader Sheikh Hasina 
said no candidate should win 

uncontested. I think it’s a 
green signal from the 

party high command 
for the leaders, 

who have been 
deprived of party 
nomination, to vie 
as an independent 
candidate.”

When asked 
about the recent 

instruction regarding 
party nod to contest polls 

as an independent candidate, 
Gias said he did not know about it.

“Why do I need the party’s 
permission? Does an independent 
candidate need a party nod?” he 
asked.

Shamsul Haque Chowdhury, 
a whip in the parliament 
and a three-time elected MP 

from Chattogram-12 (Patiya) 
constituency between 2008 
and 2018, was denied party 
nomination this time.

Motaherul Islam Chowdhury, 
president of the AL unit in 
Chattogram south district unit, 
received the nomination instead.

Shamsul, opting for an 
independent candidacy, convened 
a meeting on Monday with local 
leaders, including present and 
former union parishad officials, 
who expressed their support to his 
campaign.

Shamsul could not be 
contacted for comments despite 
repeated attempts.

For Chattogram-14 
(Chandanaish) constituency, 
Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, the 
current AL MP, received the 
party’s nomination.

However, Abdul Jabber, three-
time chairman of Chandanaish 
upazila parishad and AL central 
relief and social welfare sub-
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Chattogram Central Shaheed Minar flaunts its new look following two years of renovation work. The authorities 
are hoping to inaugurate the memorial before December 16 (Victory Day). The photo was taken yesterday on 
the port city’s KCD Road. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Death anniv 
of Annisul 
Huq today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
sixth death 
anniversary 
of former 
D h a k a 
North City 
Corporation 
Mayor Annisul Huq.

On this day in 2017, 
Huq lost the battle for life 
in a London hospital after 
nearly three months of 
treatment there. He was 65.

From an ordinary 
middle-class man, Annisul 
turned himself into one of 
the leading businesspersons 
of the country.

With a fairytale success 
story to his name, he took 
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