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In that case, the election date 
[January 7] may change. The 
deadline for submitting 
nomination forms will also 
be changed. But all this has 
to be done in line with the 
constitution,” he said.

He was speaking at a 
discussion on the polls in 
Madaripur.

Meanwhile,  Election 
Commissioner Rashida 
Sultana in Rajshahi said 
BNP can still join the polls, 
but they should do so 
within the deadline.

CAAB to revoke
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an educational 
qualification of HSC 
(Science) or equivalent with 
mandatory physics and 
mathematics.

Sadia is the wife of 
Captain Sazid Ahmed 
who was removed from 
the post of chief of 
training following several 
allegations of irregularities 
including harassing female 
cockpit crew, sources at 
Biman said.

Biman insiders said 
Sadia got appointed in 
Biman for her husband.

Meanwhile, Al Mehdi 
Islam, who was selected as 
the first officer, submitted 
a fake Airline Transport 
Pilot License certificate. He 
submitted the certificate by 
forging the signature of the 

assistant director, Flight 
Safety Department, CAAB.

Currently both Sadia and 
Al Mehdi are absconding.

Sadia reportedly left the 
country for Canada in April 
without appearing before a 
probe body of Biman.

After The Daily Star 
published a report 
on anomalies in pilot 
recruitment in March, 
Biman suspended Sadia 
from the national flag 
carrier.

CAAB Chairman Air 
Vice Marshal M Mafidur 
Rahman said an enquiry 
committee was formed 
when complaints were 
made against Sadia and Al 
Mehedi. The investigation 
found their fraudulence 
and strict action will be 
taken against them, he said.

Healing the little hearts
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currently serves as its 
president, said, “An 
overwhelming number of 
patients in Bangladesh 
need help and we usually 
get requests for assistance 
from cardiologists and 
hospitals.”

The Basic Needs 
Program usually covers 75 
percent of the total costs 
for the needy, hoping the 
family will take care of the 
rest depending on their 
situation, he added.

“Our procedure involves 
meeting the family at their 
residence located anywhere 

in the country once the 
partnering hospitals 
estimate the medical costs. 
We support them through 
regular home visits from 
admission to follow-ups,” 
said Shamimur Rahman, 
country director for 
Bangladesh.

Speaking of challenges, 
Dr Hubbard said 
fundraising is one of the 
toughest issues at the 
moment as the organisation 
is solely reliant on private 
donations.

“Private gifts are only 
used for surgeries while 
administrative costs 

are covered separately, 
ensuring that each 
extra donation directly 
contributes to a child’s 
surgery,” he added.

The organisation plans 
to partner with more 
hospitals outside Dhaka 
to promote decentralised 
pediatric heart surgeries.

Dr Rokonuzzaman Selim, 
senior cardiac surgery 
consultant at Ibrahim 
Cardiac Hospital, said “They 
fund surgeries for children 
from impoverished families 
who may never have the 
ability to afford heart 
surgery in their lifetime.”

It doesn’t include
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draft law has received its 
initial approval, or whether 
it adequately safeguards 
public interest or not.” 

He said, “It is 
legitimate to question 
the meticulousness of the 
decision to approve the 
draft, as it diverges from 
the practice of limiting 
activities of the election-
time government and 
deferring policy decisions 

until the newly elected 
government takes charge.

The law, they said, had 
far-reaching implications.

Dr Iftekharuzzaman 
pointed out, “It has 
been disclosed in the 
Cabinet Division’s 
press briefing that the 
supervisory authority 
overseeing personal data 
protection will be under 
the government’s control. 
When the government 

itself is the largest data 
processor, it represents a 
blatant conflict of interest 
for the same government 
to control the body 
responsible for ensuring 
data protection.”

He said the supervisory 
body must oversee 
the government’s data 
processing activities while 
also safeguarding citizens’ 
data from arbitrary access 
by the government. 

Blockade today
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unidentified individuals 
set a truck ablaze near 
Rabeya Anwar Nagar 
Matrisadan around 
2:00pm yesterday.

In Feni, miscreants set 
fire to a parked car at BNP 
leader Akbar Hossain’s 
house in Daganbhuiyan 
upazila early yesterday.

Counting these two 

incidents, at least 225 arson 
attacks, mostly on vehicles, 
were reported across the 
country between October 
28 and November 28 
evening.

Casino Brothers
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should boycott them 
socially,” he observed.

The judge acquitted Enu’s 
three brothers -- Shahidul 
Haque Bhuiyan, Rashidul 
Haque Bhuiyan and Merajul 
Haque Bhuiyan; Joy Gopal 
Sarkar, General Secretary of 
Wanderers Club in Motijheel, 
and their accomplices -- 
Pavel Rahman and Bhulu 
Chandra Dev -- as the 
charges against them were 
not proven.

Ten prosecution 

witnesses testified before 
the court during the trial. 

During a raid on August 
20 of 2020, Rab found Tk 
5.05 crore, around 8.5kg 
gold, and six firearms in 
five lockers in the houses of 
Enu’s two accomplices . 

A total of 121 flats and 
plots were found to be 
registered in their names, 
according to a CID’s probe 
report. CID also found that 
Enu and Rupon have Tk 
26 crore in their 91 bank 
accounts.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2023 

AGRAHAYAN 14, 1430 BS      4

         journo wins
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reporter of The Daily 
Star, won the award in 
the research and essay 
category for his first book 
titled “Oasis lost to urban 
sprawl, an in-depth look 
into Dhaka’s lost ponds” 
published this year. This 
book is based on a series 
of reports of The Daily Star 
published in 2017.

While receiving the 

award, Helemul said, 
“Reading the book, a 
person will be able to get 
a glimpse of the ponds of 
Dhaka.”

The other recipients of 
the award are Mohammad 
Mufazzal of The Financial 
Express in the novel 
category, and Hasan Hafiz 
of Khaborer Kagoj in 
poetry.
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