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AL activists 
protest 
Mukta’s 
nomination 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

Awami League activists 
yesterday demonstrated 
and blocked roads for 
the second consecutive 
day to press home their 
demand for cancellation 
of the party’s nomination 
to Naimuzzaman 
Mukta for Panchagarh-1 
constituency.

They put barricades in 
the Karatoya bridge area 
on Dhaka-Panchagarh 
highway yesterday evening 
for an hour, causing a long 
tailback on both sides.

In the afternoon, AL’s 
Panchagarh district unit 
leaders and nomination 
seekers held a press 
conference at the party 
unit’s office in Panchagarh 
town, protesting party 
nomination to Mukta, 
a vice-president of the 
district AL unit. District 
unit’s vice president and 
incumbent Panchagarh-1 
lawmaker Mojaharul 
Haque Prodhan, general 
secretary Anwar Sadat 
Samrat, and Atwari upazila 
unit AL president Touhidul 
Islam spoke at the event.

They demanded the 
party to reconsider its 
decision to nominate Mukta 
as candidate, saying that he 
is a newcomer and does not 
have much contribution to 
the party’s politics.

Naimuzzaman Mukta 
could not be contacted 
for comments, despite 
repeated attempts.

EC asks 653 
magistrates to 
prevent polls 
irregularities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission 
has asked 653 judicial 
magistrates in 300 
constituencies to prevent 
election irregularities 
for five days during the 
upcoming polls.

They will discharge the 
duties two days before the 
polls, on the voting day and 
two days after the polls, 
according to a notification 
of EC.

The EC wrote to the 
law ministry yesterday to 
take necessary steps with 
the advise of the Supreme 
Court.

“The EC decided to 
appoint 653 judicial 
magistrates to take 
cognizance of election 
crimes during the 12th 
national election and to 
conduct justice within a 
short time,” reads the letter 
signed by deputy secretary 
(law) Abdus Salam.

Each constituency will 
get 2-3 judicial magistrates 
while the Gazipur-2 will 
get highest 4 magistrates, 
according to the letter.

As per the announced 
schedule, the election will 
be held on January 7 and 
the magistrates will be 
appointed from January 
5-9.

Meanwhile, Awami 
League and Jatiya 
Party have announced 
their candidates for 
the upcoming 12th 
parliamentary elections 
on Sunday and yesterday 
respectively.

SC upholds 
HC bail 
order for 
Shahed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court 
yesterday upheld a High 
Court order that on 
September 13 granted 
six months’ bail to 
Regent Group Chairman 
Mohammad Shahed 
Karim in a corruption 
case.

On August 21, a Dhaka 
court convicted and 
jailed Shahed for three 
years for not submitting 
his wealth statement 
to the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, about 
acquiring illegal wealth 
of Tk 1.69 crore.

A five-member bench 
of the Appellate Division, 
headed by Justice 
Burhanuddin,passed 
the order after hearing a 
leave to appeal petition 
filed by the ACC.

ACC’s lawyer 
Khurshid Alam Khan 
said Shahed cannot be 
released from jail as he is 
arrested in other cases.

On March 1, 2021, ACC 
filed the case against 
Shahed with its Dhaka 
Integrated Office-1 for 
his alleged involvement 
in acquiring illegal 
wealth.

Renew climate 
action commitment
Youths urge national leaders
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladeshi children urged national leaders to 
renew their commitment to climate action and 
ensure a cleaner, healthier, and more sustainable 
future. The demands come ahead of COP28, the 
annual UN climate meeting taking place in Dubai 
from November 30 to December 12, according to a 
press release by Unicef Bangladesh.

The comments came from a Unicef-supported 
collaborative consultation with 35 children 
representing all eight divisions. The children 
also talked on increasing investments in climate 
education, water, and sanitation services for them.
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A lavish lifestyle 
built on deception
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

He has no visible source of income. However, 
he constructed two duplex buildings, acquired 
another luxury property, and established a sizable 
fish enclosure spanning 20 bighas.

He did all this with the money obtained through 
a scam -- by duping nearly 50 women with promises 
of taking them to the United States, ultimately 
amassing crores.

Md Benazir Hossain, 40, was arrested from 
Khulna on November 22 after two victims  
complained to the Cyber Crime Investigation 
Division recently.  One of them filed a case on 
November 21 with Wari Police Station.

The cops then tracked him down using 
information technologies, said CTTC Chief 
Additional Commissioner Md Asaduzaman 
yesterday. He said  Benazir created a fake Facebook 
profile named Shahid Hasan (Pilot Officer) by 
copying the profile of a Bangladeshi pilot living in 
America. To make the Facebook profile credible, he 
regularly posted photos of the real pilot flying an 
aircraft by stealing them from his personal profile.

Targeting single women through Facebook 
groups and pages, he would initiate contact via 
messenger app, deceiving them with false promises 
of marriage and a future in the US. 

He only communicated with his victims through 
texts and audio calls, consistently avoiding video 
calls under various pretexts. At one stage, he would 
claim to be in danger, exploiting the situation to 
extract lakhs of taka from them through Nagad 
transactions. He has 19 Nagad accounts.

Law enforcers said Benazir had embezzled over 
Tk 1 crore in the last four months. 

Md Benazir Hossain, 40, was arrested from 
Khulna on November 22 after two victims 
complained to the Cyber Crime Investigation 
Division recently. PHOTO: COLLECTED 

Dengue deaths cross 1,600
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least eight more people died 
from dengue in 24 hours 
preceding 8:00am yesterday, 
as the country grapples with 
a record outbreak of the 
mosquito-borne disease.

Of the eight deaths, four 
were reported in the capital.

At least 920 dengue 
patients were hospitalised in 
the 24-hour period, according to 
data from Directorate General of Health 
Services.

Dengue has claimed at least 1,606 
lives so far this year and nearly 309,087 
were infected, making this the deadliest 

year since the first recorded epidemic in 
2000.

According to DGHS data, 
3,493 dengue patients were 

undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals while 
303,988 have been released 
from hospitals across the 
country.

The severity of dengue 
infection continues to be high 

even as winter is here, which is 
otherwise a lean season for the disease. 
Experts say the current weather 
conditions are still favourable for 
breeding of Aedes mosquitoes, as the 
country is still experiencing rain.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Aakash Ali injured his spine about a year ago and has 
been on a wheelchair for the past five months. For him, 
paralysis was nothing but a synonym of death.

Then came the  22nd Asian Spinal Cord Network 
conference, a three day event for people with  spinal cord 
injury (SCI), which helped restore his determination to 
move forward amid adversity.

With the slogan “Strengthening SCI services through 
knowledge exchange and deepening friendship,” 
the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed 
(CRP), who has been serving such patients since 1979, 
organised the conference at Brac CDM in Savar. 

The Daily Star was the media partner of the event.
This newspaper yesterday spoke to several patients 

currently under treatment at CRP in Savar.
“Doctors from different countries informed us 

of ways to cope up with our shortcomings and live a 
good life. Paralysis no longer means death to me,” said 
Akash.

Forty-year-old Rajan Sheikh, who also injured his 

spine around the same time as Akash, echoed the same.
“I was depressed... but not anymore. I plan to return 

home and restart my grocery store to support my 
family of four,” said Rajan, before he rode off on his 
wheelchair.

This conference aimed at initiating more treatment, 
rehabilitation and research facilities for patients with 
SCI, said Dr Mohammad Sohorab Hossen, executive 
director of CRP.

“While very few get to completely recover from such 
injuries, most patients can still resume normal life. 
But they are unaware of ways for rehabilitation. We 
work to inform them of their capabilities and ways to 
bounce back in life,” said Dr Valerie Taylor, founder and 
coordinator of CRP and convener of the conference.

The last day of the event hosted eight discussions, 
with participation of over 400 individuals from 20 
countries. The conference concluded yesterday with 
a wheelchair basketball tournament and a cultural 
programme, attended by Dr Enamur Rahman, state 
minister for disaster management and relief as chief 
guest.

From despair to 
DETERMINATION

Conference restores hope in patients with spinal cord injuries


