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Need research
hub to tackle

climate issues

Speakers tell South
Asian Climate
Conference

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

South Asian  countries
need to share knowledge
and data among themselves
to manage the climate
change-related crisis in the
region, said speakers at a
discussion yesterday.

The remarks came
during the final day of the
two-day first South Asian
Climate Conference.

Center for People and
Environ organised the
conference  at  Dhaka
University.

The conference also
called for building a South
Asian research hub, which
will help cater fact-based
data and information to
policy levels for sustainable
decision-making.

Such a hub might
connect science, policy,
and decision-making
to develop sustainable
development solutions
for policymakers in the
region, said Dr Qazi
Kholiquzzaman  Ahmad,
chairman of Dhaka School
of Economics.

The hub will create an
echo from South Asian
voices to global leaders
and reframe South Asian
cooperation in the current
climate context, said Dr
M Monirul Qader Mirza,
adjunct professor  at
Department of Physical
and Environmental
Sciences of University of
Toronto, while delivering
the keynote speech.

According to Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change, climate
change due (o global
warming is  escalating
global food insecurity,
altering weather patterns,
forcing people into
involuntary migration
and displacement, and
increasing adverse health
hazards across the region.

PRAVER
iMNi
TIMING iTT13

NOVEMBER 27

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-10 12-30 3-45 519 7-00
JAMAAT 5-45 1-15 4-00 522 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

HALDIA HEALTH CENTRE IN BARGUNA

In need of urgent renovation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The buildings of Haldia Union Health and
Family Welfare Centre in Barguna’s Amtali
upazila are in a dilapidated state due to a lack

of renovation for a prolonged period.

According to Amtali Upazila Family Planning
Office sources, the health department
constructed a five-room medical centre and
a one-storey residential building in 1985 at a
cost of Tk 26 lakh in South Taktabunia village
of Haldia union to ensure health services for

local people.

Visiting the 38-year-old rural healthcare

centre recently, this correspondent
saw the plasters from the wallsand

ceilings have fallen off while

bricks are coming out here
and there, water seeping into
the rooms from the nooks /|
and crannies of damp & [~ ™

walls and ceilings, and s

wooden furniture, doors
and windows are rotten at
places, leaving the buildings LS
in a bad shape to the extent

that locals are not interested to

go to the centre to seek medical
services.

“While the health centre plays an important
role in providing medical services at low
cost to patients -- including elderly persons,
women and children -- at present it needs
urgent renovation to serve people better,”
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of the area.
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said Mosharof Hossain Molla  Anuj Roy, a sub-assistant community medical

officer working at Haldia health centre, said

“The centre is in such bad shape  “Due to its present condition, we are unable to
that we are afraid of mishaps provide medical services to people properly.”

happening at any time. There are no Contacted, Alamgir Hossain, Amtali
chairs to sit there. During rains, water upazila family planning officer, said, “Despite

Revise minimum wage
to Tk 25,000

Demand RMG workers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Ready-made garments workers under the
banner of Bangladesh Garment Sramik
Shanghati yesterday demonstrated in
front of Jatiya Press Club to press home
their demand for Tk 25,000 minimum
monthly wage instead of Tk 12,500.

They also demanded that the
authorities concerned release the
arrested RMG workers and leaders
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including Babul Hossain, general
secretary of the organisation, and bring
the killers of RMG workers to the book.

They said if the state does not stop
its repressive behaviour and accept the
just demands of RMG workers, a fair
production environment cannot be
ensured in the industry.

After the demonstration, a protest
procession was held from Jatiya Press
Club to Purana Paltan intersection.
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Gas was found in a
newly drilled well in the

oot - o Haripur of Sylhet.
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seeps into the building and leaves the floor the higher authorities being informed several
wet and slippery. We are compelled to go to  times in this regard, no fund has yet been
Amutali upazila town around 10km away, or allocated. Urgent measures are needed (o
Barguna district town around 20km away for  reform this institution to provide health care
medical services,” said Aleya Begum.

to people at the grassroots.”

2 killed, 2 hurt as truck
hits rickshaw-van

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A rickshaw-van puller and his passenger were killed
and two persons injured after a truck hit the vehicle
in Parbatipur upazila of Dinajpur on Saturday night.

The rickshaw-van puller Lalu Mia, 48, from
Delopara village, died on the spot and Abdul Mozid,
50, from Uttar Salondar village in the district,
succumbed to his injuries at Parbatipur Upazila
Health Complex, said police.

Hafiz Mohammad Raihan, inspector (investigation)
of Parbatipur Police Station, said the rickshaw-van
was going to Parbatipur town from Chandipur village
carrying three passengers.

The accident happened on Parbatipur-Phulbari
road around 9:30pm when it arrived at Haldibari
village.

Voting to take
place in ‘daylight’

Says EC Anisur Rahman

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Election Commissioner Md Anisur Rahman
yesterday said the upcoming 12th general election
will be fair, and there’s no chance for the voting to
take place in the dark of the night; instead, they will
be held in broad daylight as they’re supposed to be.

“Voting will take place on time, and it will be
held in broad daylight. During our tenure, all the
elections took place in daylight, and the same will
happen in the case of the upcoming election,” said
Anisur while replying to a query.

He made the remarks
at Chattogram Circuit
House after holding a
views-exchange meeting
with law enforcement
agencies and intelligence
organisations.

“The world is
observing us, so there
is no option other than

holding a free and fair Voting will

_elgction and we will do take place on

it,” he added. . di
Asked about BNP’s time, and it

participation, EC Anisur will be held in
said if anyone doesn’t  broad daylight.
want to take part in During our

the polls, there is no tenure, all
scope to change their he el .
decision forcibly. But the elections
if anyone appeals (o took place
the commission saying in daylight,
(ot ey would ot ¢ and the same
“will r;aconsider their . will happen
appeal if we have enough in the case of
time”. the upcoming
He said, “I's not election.
the EC or the law
enforcement  agencies’ ANISUR RAHMAN

duty to bring voters to Election Commissioner

polling centres; rather,

it’s the duty of political parties, candidates, and
leaders. But if anyone tries to threaten the voters,
action will be taken.”

Meanwhile, following a meeting with election
officials of Barishal, Bhola, and Patuakhali
districts, along with law enforcement officials
yesterday, Flection Commissioner Ahsan Habib
Khan said, “We will learn from the past and hold
elections that will set an example for the future.”

Regarding army deployment during polls, he
said, “Army was deployed in all past elections, and
my personal opinion is they should be on patrol
this time as well. However, it will be finalised after
a meeting with the defence secretary.”
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