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ROHINGYA REFUGEES

More than 200 come 
ashore in Indonesia
REUTERS, Jakarta

More than 200 Rohingyas came ashore in Indonesia’s Aceh 
province late on Tuesday, taking total arrivals of members 
of the Myanmar minority to more than 1,000 for the week, 
a leader of the province’s fishing community said.

During November to April, when the seas are calmer, 
many members of the persecuted minority leave Myanmar 
on rickety boats for Thailand, Bangladesh, Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

Acehnese fishing community chief Miftach Cut Adek 
told Reuters that the latest arrivals, 216 mostly of them 
women and children, “weak and lacking nutrition”, had 
arrived near Sabang, off the northern tip of Sumatra 
island, late on Tuesday.

Local authorities agreed to their relocation by ferry 
later yesterday to a temporary shelter in one of Aceh’s 
biggest cities, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) said.

Mitra Salima Suryono, a spokesperson for the UNHCR 
in Indonesia, said there did not appear to be any particular 
reason for the big number of Rohingya arriving. “The 
reason why they migrated is to find a safer life,” she said.

Mitra said Aceh villagers had tried to prevent hundreds 
of Rohingyas arriving in the Bireuen area last week 
although they eventually came ashore on Sunday.

For years, Rohingyas have left Buddhist-majority 
Myanmar where they are generally regarded as foreign 
interlopers from South Asia, denied citizenship and 
subjected to abuse.

US thwarts plot 
to kill Sikh 
separatist
Issues warning to India, 
says FT report
REUTERS, New Delhi

US authorities thwarted a plot to kill a Sikh 
separatist in the United States and issued a 
warning to India over concerns the government 
in New Delhi was involved, the Financial Times 
reported yesterday, citing unnamed sources. 
There was no immediate response from India’s 
foreign ministry, or from the US embassy in New 
Delhi, to requests for comment on the report. The 
Financial Times said that the sources did not say 
if the protest to India resulted in the plot being 
abandoned by the plotters, or if it was foiled by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The 
protest to New Delhi was registered after Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was welcomed on 
a state visit by President Joe Biden in June, the 
report said. The report comes two months after 
Canada said there were “credible” allegations 
linking Indian agents to the June murder of a 
Sikh separatist leader, Hardeep Singh Nijjar, in 
a Vancouver suburb. India has rejected Canada’s 
accusations. Apart from the diplomatic warning 
to India, US federal prosecutors have also filed a 
sealed indictment against at least one suspect in 
a New York district court, the FT report said. The 
paper identified Gurpatwant Singh Pannun as the 
target of the foiled plot. 

Palestinians recover items from the rubble of a building following Israeli strikes in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. More than 70 
percent of Gaza’s population of 2.3 million have been displaced since the start of the war. PHOTO: AFP

STATE GIFTS CASE

Pakistan 
SC accepts 
Imran’s plea 
for bail
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
yesterday accepted a bail 
application from detained 
former prime minister 
Imran Khan, his lawyer 
said, a day after another 
court declared illegal his 
trial on charges of leaking 
state secrets.

The former cricket star 
is fighting various legal 
battles in the hope of 
securing release from jail 
and leading his party in a 
campaign for a February 8 
general election, which his 
arch rival, another former 
prime minister, is hoping 
to win.

The 71-year-old was 
jailed on August 5 for three 
years jail for unlawfully 
selling state gifts during his 
tenure as prime minister 
from 2018 to 2022. His 
lawyer said the Supreme 
Court had accepted the bid 
for bail.

“A decision will come 
in the next hearing after 

arguments from both sides,” 
lawyer Naeem Panjutha said 
in a post of the social media 
platform X, formerly known 
as Twitter. 

No date had been set 
for the hearing, he said, 
adding that the Supreme 
Court would seek input 
from the government on 
the application.

Khan has been at the 
centre of protracted 
political turmoil in 
nuclear-armed Pakistan 
that has shone a spotlight 
on the powerful military’s 
influence over civilian 
politics.

He was forced from 
office in 2022 after losing 
a no-confidence vote in 
parliament, saying at the 
time the military was 
trying to sideline him 
after he fell out with the 
generals over top security 
appointments.

ISRAEL-HAMAS TRUCE

How the breakthrough 
deal came together

CNN ONLINE

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
grabbed Brett McGurk’s arm as he walked out 
of a tense meeting of the Israeli Cabinet over 
securing the release of hostages Hamas was 
holding in Gaza.

“We need this deal,” Netanyahu told the 
White House Middle East coordinator a week 
ago in Tel Aviv, according to sources familiar 
with the exchange.

Earlier that day, Netanyahu and President 
Joe Biden had agreed over the phone that 
they were ready to accept the broad contours 
of a deal for Hamas to release 50 women and 
children who were being held hostage.

A major breakthrough had come two days 
earlier on November 12. Hamas had relented 
in offering identifying information about 
several dozen hostages, such as their age, 
gender and nationalities. The information 
confirmed that numerous children and 
toddlers had been taken captive on October 7.

Even though Israel and the US believed 
there were more than 50 women and children 
hostages, both sides agreed that they needed to 

move ahead with securing the release of those 
50 – and hope that the deal might incentivize 
Hamas to release more after the initial group.

But hours after McGurk’s meeting with 
Netanyahu, everything went dark. The Qataris 
couldn’t get a hold of Hamas. When the group 
finally resurfaced, Hamas threatened to derail 
the talks.

Once the talks resumed, Biden – who 
was in San Francisco having just finished a 
summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping – 
placed one more call to the emir of Qatar. His 

message: Time was up. The emir gave Biden 
his assurances that he would do everything 
possible to close the deal.

The next day, McGurk met in person with 
the emir in Doha to examine the text of the 
final deal that by this point was around half 
a dozen pages long. It laid out how women 
and children would leave in the first phase, as 
well as incentives for Hamas to release more 
hostages beyond that. CIA Director Bill Burns 
was dialled in to the meeting by phone.

Israel’s war cabinet approved the deal after 
making minor changes on Sunday, and the 
text of the agreement was passed on to Hamas 
for the last time by the emir of Qatar. The emir 
made clear: This is the final offer.

On Tuesday, Hamas responded to their 
Qatari interlocutors: They approved the 
deal. While efforts to negotiate a deal began 
in the immediate days after war began on 
October 7, the groundwork for the deal 
started coming together weeks later, after 
the Biden administration had confidence that 
communication with Hamas via the Qataris 
was effective. 


