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Swechchhasebak 
League leader 
stabbed to death
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Swechchhasebak League leader was stabbed to death 
allegedly by his rival over previous enmity in Satkania 
upazila of Chattogram on Tuesday night.

The deceased is Shahadat Hossain, 32, of Chhadaha 
union, said police. Shahadat was general secretary of 
Chhadaha union Swechchhasebak League, said local 
sources. He ran a bakery shop at Mithadighi Bazar.

Police arrested one Md Tarek, 28, over the incident.
OC Priton Sarkar of Satkania Police Station said on 

Tuesday night, when Shahadat was at his shop, Tarek 
went there and they had an altercation. At one stage, 
Tarek stabbed Shahadat, he said, quoting locals.

Shahadat died at Satkania Upazila Health Complex.
Meanwhile, locals caught and beat Tarek before 

handing him over to police. Tarek is undergoing 
treatment at CMCH, said the OC.

Dengue claims 8 lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least eight more dengue patients died, four of them 
in Dhaka, during the 24 hours till yesterday.

With the new deaths, the total number of deaths 
rose to 1,570, of which 913 are from Dhaka, according 
to the DGHS. With 1,162 new cases, the total number 
of cases this year rose to 3,04,698, of which 2,98,950 
were from Dhaka.

A total of 4,178 dengue patients are still undergoing 
treatment at different hospitals across the country. 
Among the total cases, 2,98,950 patients have already 
been released.

MRT police
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people and ensure security 
with 11 cops,” he said.

“We requested the IGP for 
additional manpower. The 
police chief provided some 
additional 306 policemen 
on deputation from different 
units,” he said.

The MRT police wing 
chief said, “With the IGP’s 
support, we are currently 
providing security to 12 
metro stations rbut it will 
still be difficult for us to do so 
at 17 stations when the MRT 
will be fully operational.”

“We need vehicles for 
operational use, but there’s 
no financial support. 
Although we are arranging 
it internally, we have to 
go through a series of 
procedures,” Jehad said.

The force has to collect 
their ration facilities from 
different units as they are 
working on deputation, he 
said. “We can’t address the 
problem as we don’t have 
financial authority like a 
separate operational unit. 
We have applied to the 
home ministry again to 
get approval as a separate 
police unit,” he said.

The PHQ sent the 
application on October 20 
this year. “After getting the 
approval, we will focus on 
issues like manpower,” said 
Jehadul.

Cops want CCTV, scanners
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backpacks, posing a 
challenge to security checks.

“We are conducting 
random checks on 
suspected backpacks, as 
it is impractical to inspect 
every individual,” Jehad 
said.

Mohammad Abdur Rouf, 
DMTCL company secretary, 
said a proposal was given 
for baggage scanners. “We 
have kept the proposal 
under consideration,” he 
said yesterday.

Rouf, however, said it is 
non-alignment with the 
idea of metro rail, where 
people take the train swiftly 
to reach their destination.

“It will take hours if we 
start checking luggage by a 

scanner,” he said, claiming 
there is no instance of 
scanners at metro stations 
worldwide. However, a 
report published in “The 
Times of India” in 2018, 
showed baggage scanners 
were installed at Delhi 
metro stations.

Regarding CCTV, DIG 
Jehad said, “We want to 
keep every spot of the 
stations under surveillance. 
Once installed, CCTV will 
be connected to a central 
monitoring centre. We have 
also planned to connect 
body-worn cameras with 
the monitoring centre, so 
that we can see what is 
happening in front of our 
on-duty members…,” he said.

“Until CCTV installation, 

we are coordinating with 
DMP to ensure outside and 
ground security of MRT 
stations,” he said.

“We have ensured 
deployment  in all MRT 
stations. During rush hour, 
around 11 members ensure 
security. But in offline 
periods, when the metro 
is not operational, four 
members remain on duty 
to ensure security,” he said.

Rouf also said they 
have held meetings with 
different law enforcement 
agencies regarding CCTV.

Meanwhile, DMTCL, in a 
circular, said no passenger 
will be allowed to carry 
flammable objects on 
trains, in stations, or other 
metro rail projects.
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Bacteria becoming 
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and reduce antibiotic usage 
to promote a healthy life.”

He stressing the need 
for increased research and 
laboratory facilities. 

Prof Abul Bashar 
Mohammad Khurshid Alam, 
director general of DGHS, 
urged everyone to adhere 
to infection prevention 
practises. “Solely relying on 
antibiotic use would not 
prevent the rapid increase 
of AMR. A collective effort 
is required for that,” he said.

Meerjady Sabrina Flora, 
director of National Institute 

of Preventive and Social 
Medicine, highlighted 
the need to refrain from 
prescribing antibiotics 
without proper tests. 

She urged the authorities, 
including the Drug 
Administration, to take 
measures to curb the 
aggressive marketing tactics 
employed by pharmaceutical 
companies that encourage 
the indiscriminate 
prescription of antibiotics. 
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Dhaka sees more traffic
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at Naya Paltan,” said Mahid.
Police arrested Maruf, 

20, over his alleged 
involvement in setting 
fire to a bus of Basumoti 
Paribahan in the Pallabi-11 
area early yesterday.

“Maruf torched the 
vehicle for Tk 3,000 on the 
directive of BNP leaders 
Sazzad and Jashim,” said 
Mahid.

Besides, Rab 
arrested three people 
in Mohammadpur and 
Adabor for torching a bus 
and vandalism.
FIRE BREAKS OUT IN 

UPABAN EXPRESS

A fire broke out in Dhaka-
bound Upaban Express 
waiting for departure at 
Sylhet Railway Station at 
9:30pm last night.

Seventeen seats of an 
AC compartment were 
completely burnt due to 
the fire. No one was injured 
in the incident.

Titop Sikder, warehouse 
inspector of Sylhet South 
Fire Station, said, “Being 
informed, two fire engines 
went to the station at 
9:35pm. Reaching the 
spot, we saw that the 
compartment was burning 
from inside while the 
station staff kept the fire 
under control. Soon we 
doused the blaze.”

“Except the carriage, 
no other compartments 
were damaged. We are 
investigating the matter,” 
he said.

Railway officials and 
railway police could not be 
contacted for comments.

Seventeen seats of an AC compartment were 
completely burnt due to the fire. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


