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RUPGANJ UPAZILA IN N’GANJ

Jubo Dal leader’s 
house vandalised
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Jubo League men allegedly attacked and 
vandalised the house of a local Jubo Dal 
leader in Rupganj upazila of Narayanganj 
yesterday.

The incident happened around 
3:00pm at the residence of Omar 
Hossain, general secretary of Golakandail 
union unit of Jubo Dal, in the Uttorpara 
area of the union.

“Some 15-20 men, with their faces 
covered and armed with hockey sticks, 
canes and rods, forcibly entered the 
house in the afternoon,” said Omar’s 
father, Selim Bhuiyan, 65.

“They called my son’s name using 
vulgar words. After not finding Omar 
at home, they vandalised furniture and 
looted cash and gold ornaments. As 
we tried to resist them, they beat us up 
and left on motorcycles, chanting ‘Joy 
Bangla’,” he alleged.

Claiming that his family has no 
dispute with anyone in the locality, Selim 
said they were attacked only for his son’s 
political affiliation.

Contacted, Omar alleged that 
Golakandail unit Jubo League joint 
general secretary Kurban Ali led the 
attack.

“The same attackers earlier went to 
my ice-making factory at Golakandail 
bus stand area on Sunday morning, shut 
it down and beat up two workers of the 
factory,” Omar alleged.

Kurban Ali said he was neither 
involved in the attack nor did he know 
any of those involved in it.

He, however, said he went to Omar’s 
factory on Sunday to buy ice for his 
niece’s wedding event.

Abir Hossain, additional 
superintendent of police, said, “On 
information, police visited the house. 
Legal action will be taken if the victim’s 
family files any complaint.”

“My house and business are repeatedly 
being attacked because I am a Jubo Dal 
leader. The attackers also attacked my 
properties twice in December last year. I 
filed a complaint at that time, but to no 
avail...,” Omar told this newspaper.

Taps run dry in 
Narayanganj

Thousands suffering from water crisis for over 3 weeks

SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM

Men, women and children 
holding buckets, pitchers 
and gallons waiting in a long 
queue in front of a tap at a 
local mosque -- this was what 
this correspondent saw while 
vising Ekota Road in Baznapara 
area under Narayanganj City 
Corporation on Saturday 
afternoon.

“No water has been coming 
through the pipeline for 
the past 23 days. We have 
been bringing water from a 
neighbour’s house as they have 
their own submersible pump. 
But how long can you go on 
like this?” said Reshma Aziz, a 
42-year-old resident of the area. 

“I had to fetch seven buckets 
of water today. Being a post-
operative patient, this hardship 
is making me unwell,” she 
added. 

Thousands of others like 
Reshma have been facing an 
acute water crisis for the past 

three weeks in different areas 
of Narayanganj. 

The residents are collecting 
water from nearby houses who 
have their own pumps, or from 
mosques for daily needs as no 
water is being supplied through 
the pipelines.

NCC took the responsibility 
of supplying water to residents 
in its 27 wards from Wasa on 
October 2019.

According to officials 
of NCC’s water supply 
department, there are 38 water 
pumps in 27 wards, 34 of which 
are currently active. 

A water pump at the 
intersection between Ali 
Ahammad Chunka Road and 
Sher-E-Bangla Road in the city’s 
West Deobhog area supplies 
water to adjacent areas including 
Baznapara, Saupara, Data Road, 
Ekota Road, Deobhog Akhra, 
and Khanka Gali.

“These areas demand over 
33 lakh litre water everyday 
but the pump’s daily current 

capacity is 9 lakh litres, even 
after running for 22 hours a day 
due to lowered ground water 
level,” said pump operator Md 
Nahid.

Expressing their grievances 
over this situation, residents 
called for at least a temporary 
measure.

“It has been three weeks 
since the authorities assured 
us to resolve the issue but they 
are yet to provide any solution. 
At least provide us a temporary 
solution if not a permanent 
one,” said Salauddin Pintu, a 
local trader.

Concerned NCC officials said 
they are working on the issue 
and the problem will be solved 
soon.

“We have a new water pump 
near this area. However, it 
cannot be operated due to 
lack of electricity connection. 
We are working to secure 
the connection soon,” said 
Abdullah Al Zobayer, assistant 
engineer of NCC.

Fishers set up bamboo trunks and tree branches inside a netted enclosure along the banks of Shandhya river in Barishal yesterday. The trunks 
and branches are placed to trap local fish varieties while the nets are placed to stop the fish from swimming away during low tides. Fishers then 
sell the catch to local markets. The photo was taken in Ujirpur upazila. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Dhaka, if all the trees had GPRS technology 
embedded. IMAGE: TECH & STARTUP/DALL-E

DNCC to use 
GPRS to monitor 

city plants
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka North City Corporation has initiated a 
project to monitor and maintain newly planted trees 
across the DNCC jurisdiction using General Packet 
Radio Service (GPRS) technology. 

This initiative was inaugurated at the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Council auditorium on 
November 18.

According to officials associated with the project, 
trees are being planted on sidewalks, medians, and 
in various slums within the DNCC jurisdiction, in 
collaboration with Shakti Foundation and MetLife 
Foundation. 

These trees are located in strategic areas from 
Jahangir Gate to Bangladesh Army Stadium and 
from the Bijoy Sarani intersection to Farmgate. 

Shakti Foundation will undertake the maintenance 
of these trees for the next year under the supervision 
of DNCC. 

GPRS technology will be used to number and 
map the trees. GPRS is a packet-oriented mobile data 
standard on the 2G and 3G cellular communication 
networks. It provides moderate-speed data transfer, 
by using unused Time Division Multiple Access 
channels in, for instance, the GSM system. 
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PM unveils 
‘Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib 
er Bhashon’
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina yesterday unveiled a 
book titled “Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib-er Bhashan”, 
a compilation of 58 
speeches of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

She unveiled the cover 
of the book, composed by 
chairman of Palli Sanchay 
Bank and former senior 
secretary Md 
A k ra m - A l -
Hossain and 
p u b l i s h e d 
by Mowla 
B r o t h e r s , 
at Gono 
Bhaban.

T h e 
p r e m i e r 
wrote the introduction 
of the book, which also 
included the QR code of 
the full audio version of 
every speech.  

Composer Md Akram-Al-
Hossain and Mowla Brothers 
owner Ahmed Mahmudul 
Haque were present at the 
launching ceremony.

The publisher said 
speeches of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
are invaluable elements of 
history. 

His speeches reflect his 
struggles and highlight 
the sacrifice of Bangalee 
nation and their desire for 
freedom, he said.

RMG workers’ 
union leader 
Babul sent 
to jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

A Gazipur court 
yesterday sent garment 
workers’ union leader 
Babul Hossain to jail 
after a 24-hour remand.

His lawyer Sohail 
Jamil told The Day Star 
that a bail petition will 
be filed with the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate 
Court of Gazipur today.

Babul, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Garment Workers 
Solidarity (BGWS), 
was picked up from 
Chandana Chowrasta 
under the jurisdiction of 
Basan Police Station in 
Gazipur on November 14.

Basan Police Station 
Sub-inspector Saiful 
Islam produced him 
before a court in an 
arson case the next day. 
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