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‘Very signilicant’

Analysts say Biden-Xi meet could help lower tensions

AGENCIES

The first meeting between Chinese
President Xi Jinping and United
States President Joe Biden this
year is a positive signal that the two
superpowers want to improve their
working relationship, analysts have
said.

Xi and Biden met Wednesday on
the sidelines of the APEC Summit
in San Francisco, where they
promised to cooperate on issues
like artificial intelligence, climate
change and curbing fentanyl
shipments to the US.

They also pledged to restore
military communications that were
cut off following the visit of then-US
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi
to Taiwan last year, a self-ruled
democracy that China regards as its
own territory.

While none of the outcomes
were surprising, analysts said
they represent a move in the right
direction.

“What this meeting achieves is it
helpsregeneratealittle bit of political
capital as the two sides enter into a
year that will be filled with a number
of events that could see tensions
flare up again,” said Amanda Hsiao,
a Taipei-based senior China analyst
at the Crisis Group.

Taiwan will hold presidential
elections on January 13, while the
US is poised for its own presidential
vote next November. Relations with
China will likely figure prominently
in both campaigns, reports Al
Jazeera online.

“One way to understand this is
this meeting helps to create a bit of
a buffer against what will inevitably

be an uptick in tensions,” Hsiao said.

Hsiao  pointed to  China’s
messaging after the meeting that
asked for the US to specifically
support “peaceful unification with
Taiwan” and to stop arming the
Taiwanese military. These, she said,
were a positive sign.

“The asks are more concrete,” she
said, which suggests that “tensions

has always claimed was ‘domestic
affairs,” she said. “So this is quite
impressive.”

Even so, China’s response to the
upcoming Taiwanese election will
be closely watched by observers.
Beijing regards the island’s
incumbent Democratic Progressive
Party and its presidential candidate
William Lai as “separatists”.

be

may lowering over Taiwan
because in a way this represents an
attempt at bargaining by Beijing,
they’re trying to see what they can
get out of the US.”

Alicia Garcia Herrero, the chief
economist for Asia Pacific at Natixis,
described the meeting as a win
for Biden because Xi was forced to
pledge - for now - that China had no
plans to attack Taiwan in the coming
years.

“This is a big win because it does
tie Xi’s hands on something he

When angered by Taipei in the
past, Beijing’s playbook has included
staging military exercises in the
Taiwan Strait.

Bonnie Glaser, managing director

of the Indo-Pacific programme at
the German Marshall Fund in the
US, said the restoration of military
contact following the Biden-Xi
meeting was important.
She described the move as “very sig-
nificant, but whether concrete prog-
ress is made towards avoiding acci-
dents remains to be seen”.

Takeaways from Biden, Xi’s
summit in California

REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden and China’s Xi
Jinping met for about four hours on
Wednesday to discussissuesranging from
military conlflicts to drug-trafficking.
Here’s the key issues discussed.

TAIWAN

The two leaders had a “substantial”
discussion on Taiwan, with Xi telling
Biden that Taiwan was the biggest,
most dangerous issue facing the two
superpowers, a senior US official told
reporters. Biden said he “stressed the
importance of peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait.” He also asked Xi to
respect Taiwan’s electoral process, the
U.S. official said.

MILITARY TALKS

Beijing said the two leaders agreed
to resume military contacts that
China severed after then-House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi
visited Taiwan in August 2022.

LEADER-LEVEL TALKS

Biden said he and Xi agreed to high-level
communications. “He and I agreed that
each one of us can pick up the phone call
directly and we’ll be heard immediately,”

Biden told reporters after the meeting.

COOPERATION

Beijing’s report of the meeting, via the
Communist Party-controlled Chinese
state media, emphasized the need for
more cooperation, dialogue and respect.
China and the United States should set an
example for other countries, Xi told Biden,
according to Chinese media, and promote
cooperation on trade, agriculture, climate
change and artificial intelligence.

FENTANYL

Biden and Xi agreed to cooperate on
addressing the source of the opioid
fentanyl, aleading cause of drug overdoses
in the United States, the US official said.

IRAN

The two leaders also discussed the
unfolding crisis in the Middle East, with
Biden asking China to weigh in with Iran
and urge it to avoid steps that could be
seen as provocative, the senior US official
told reporters.

ARTIFICIAL INTEL

The two leaders also discussed artificial
intelligence (Alland agreed that Al was
used in military or nuclear operations, it
created real risks.

MIGRANT INFLUX
Finland closes
four border
Crossings
with Russia

REUTERS, Helsinki

Finland will close four of
the nine crossing points
on its border with Russia
to stem a flow of asylum
seckers to the Nordic
nation, Prime Minister
Petteri Orpo said yesterday.

The Finnish president
on Wednesday said a rise
in the number of asylum
applicants arriving on the
country’s eastern border
appeared to be triggered

by Russian revenge
for  Finland’s  defence
cooperation with the US.

“The government has
today decided that Finland
will close some eastern
border crossing points.
The eastern border for
that part will close on the
night between Friday and
Saturday,” Orpo said.
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Invitation for Tenders (Works) (IFT)
e-Tender Notice No-06/2023-2024

e-Tendar is invited in the National a-GP Sysham Porlal [hilp:weww sprocuene gow. bd) for the procunement of lallowing
works, bender are given balow.

Diada: 16,11.2023

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

1 | MinigtryDevision Ministry of Local Govemmenl Rural Devalopment and Co-
| oparatiwesilocal Govarmment Divisaon
_ & | Agency | Gazipur City Corporalion,
3 | Proturing aniity name l Haad of Engineering, Gazipur City Corporation.
4 | Procurng nature l:lrks
KEY INFORMATION
3| Procurement method | Dpsn Tendering Method (OTM)
B Source of funds | Crwin bund
FI.IH{IIHG!HFUHHATH]H o
|7 [ Budget and source of funds | Cwn fund
PARTICULAR INFORMATION o
8 | Tender F‘ackage No. | Zone-4/P-02.
& | Schedule fender publication defe & fime | Date Time
1611 21)23 17.00
10| Tender documents kst selling date & | 14.12.2023 12.00
t‘FTIE 1
| 11| Tender cosing daie & time [ 14.12.0023 1400
12 | Tender opening |:|¢1e.!'.!|me | 1412 X3 14,00
_ny_ﬂﬂlil.ﬂ.ﬁl:lﬂ FOR TENDERER
13 [Briefdescriponofworks: [ L
Euﬂprmﬂ Tender Idantification of works Tendar Price of | Complation
Mo 0 Mo, SECUnty tender fime in
amownd - | dacument days
- _(Tk) (Tk)
1 2z 3 4 -3 8
Part-1: Repairing of BC Road at Milerpara Road
o house of Mr. Kaysher (e-Chairman of
Upazila). Pari-2: Repairing of road by BC start
from Dhakhin Khan Primary School Road o
South dreclion HIO Me. Mamun, Part-3:
Repairing of read by BC start from Joydebpur-
Dhirasram road to East direction Chowdury Bad
road. Par<d Congtruction of road by RCC start
from Rajbad road at near Tal Tower to- north
direclion okl Jailkhana connecting road via Star
Zong=41P-02 | 905756 | Frolig Schood. Par-5: A) Repairing of road by | TO000D.00 | 4000000 16D
B sian from Vanua Kanir Chala Moar to north
direction HD Mr. Siddigue contractor via Shishu
Poriber Kendra (President Bar road)(B} starl
from Yanua-Kanirchala connecting road to north
direction H'O Mr. Joinuddn Mool and south
direction  H'O' Mr.  Amin - Sarker. Parl-6:
Consbruction of road by RCC stards from
Laxmipura HYO Samsuddin to HO Abed Al
Par-7: Repaiing of road by BC & south
Chayabiihi interma road.
14 | Tender validity pariod 80 days

Procuring entity reservas the right bo rejecd all the ienders or annul the iendar proceedings

This is an enline tender, whare anly e-Tender will be acoepted in the National 8-GP Poral and no offinahard copies
will be accaplted. To submil e-Tender, registration 0 the Nationa! e-GP System Portal (hip:wew . eprocure gov bd) s
required. The fees for downlcading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP Systern Portal have to be
depasited onlne through any registerad banks branches unfil 12:00, 14 December 2023, Further information and

guidelines are available in the Nalional e-GP Podal and ram a-GP hefp dask (hal rocLpg. ooy bd),
A
M Eh%‘mman

Execuliva Enginaar, Z-04
Gazipur City Corporation, Gazipur
Ph. 01833-671517

GD-1781

Ofice of the Upazia Engineer HP'E
Upazila: Gowainghat, District: Sylhet ep——
www.lged.qgov.bd amy =z Bfe |
Whamg MO, 4652 14T DO T4 1400 3-rh2 Liahe 6,11 A0S
e-Tender Notice
e-GP Tender Notice Number: 03/2023-2024
o Tonde & invilad in tho Madonad 0GP Sysiam Portal (oo vy epiocum gaw.bd) Tor thi Procuremant of Toliowing works
L | Tandar Diascrphion of work Tendeatproposal Lazt dale ard Tendan Mamod ol
Py 101 M dooumen sl ime wor proecesal Endar
saling lerceriopesal | choaing data
downlpadng dae sEcurity and lime
| £ fime siibmEEion
01 | 90MED | e-TendenPEDPAIEYTAGOARIT -2 W2 D6I06 ¥i-Dec- 20053 #lDmg- 200 10-Deg- T
| Consinmzfon of addfionst dassroom 3 Nowapar | 100 1%00 15:00
E—— | GPS undar PEDPY Upazig-Gowainghal Disict.
02 | B0ME3 | eTendenPEDPASYTAGOWAAIEE-Z30 \W2.05510 H-Des-A0E T-Oeg-A0E3 10 Dhisc= 203 OTM
Consinecion ol addifonsd dassmam &l Salbud 1= 13:00 15:00
Kandi GPE undar PEDPA Lpagia:Gowainghst
03 | G00dEd | e-TendanPEOPAEYTIGOAMIRI-ZN W (5530 Hi-Deo-20E3 1i-Dec-20E3 10-Ligs- 000 T
LConstnicton of adddional cassroom al Lasmi Magar 120 10K 15:00
wr——3d | GPS under PEOPY Lpazia-Gowanghal e, ot e — el e
04 | DOMES | p-TenderPEDPASYTIGUMLZ-ZY W 214 #0-Dhoc- 20070 0D 0 10-Dipc- 20 QT
Repar and Rencvaiion of Gowaingrad UEQ under 1M %M 15:00
PEOPY Lipazita-Gowainghat Distnc-Syiret

Tha 5 -i'l'll.rliIIE l\."‘l.'E'l whers only e-Tender wil b= accepled in the Maonal g GPSHIEH F‘I‘.'lI.HI ardd no uﬂn.-u'l i I.'AII"!- mi b @ r-|:4|-d
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Tender docaments from e Nalional &3P Sysiem Portal hae (o be deposied onlire threugh aey regisiered bank's branches. Furher mfomabion
ot quidielines and availatlo ins the Nodenal =GP Sysinm Podal ond from 0.GF kel dost (helsdesnTeprocen.gouhd).
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