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Finland closes 
four border 
crossings 
with Russia
REUTERS, Helsinki

Finland will close four of 
the nine crossing points 
on its border with Russia 
to stem a flow of asylum 
seekers to the Nordic 
nation, Prime Minister 
Petteri Orpo said yesterday.

The Finnish president 
on Wednesday said a rise 
in the number of asylum 
applicants arriving on the 
country’s eastern border 
appeared to be triggered 
by Russian revenge 
for Finland’s defence 
cooperation with the US.

“The government has 
today decided that Finland 
will close some eastern 
border crossing points. 
The eastern border for 
that part will close on the 
night between Friday and 
Saturday,” Orpo said.

Takeaways from Biden, Xi’s 
summit in California
REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden and China’s Xi 
Jinping met for about four hours on 
Wednesday to discuss issues ranging from 
military conflicts to drug-trafficking. 
Here’s the key issues discussed. 

TAIWAN 
The two leaders had a “substantial” 
discussion on Taiwan, with Xi telling 
Biden that Taiwan was the biggest, 
most dangerous issue facing the two 
superpowers, a senior US official told 
reporters. Biden said he “stressed the 
importance of peace and stability in 
the Taiwan Strait.” He also asked Xi to 
respect Taiwan’s electoral process, the 
U.S. official said.   

MILITARY TALKS
Beijing said the two leaders agreed 
to resume military contacts that 
China severed after then-House of 
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
visited Taiwan in August 2022.

LEADER-LEVEL TALKS 
Biden said he and Xi agreed to high-level 
communications. “He and I agreed that 
each one of us can pick up the phone call 
directly and we’ll be heard immediately,” 

Biden told reporters after the meeting. 

COOPERATION 
Beijing’s report of the meeting, via the 
Communist Party-controlled Chinese 
state media, emphasized the need for 
more cooperation, dialogue and respect. 
China and the United States should set an 
example for other countries, Xi told Biden, 
according to Chinese media, and promote 
cooperation on trade, agriculture, climate 
change and artificial intelligence. 

FENTANYL
Biden and Xi agreed to cooperate on 
addressing the source of the opioid 
fentanyl, a leading cause of drug overdoses 
in the United States, the US official said.

IRAN
The two leaders also discussed the 
unfolding crisis in the Middle East, with 
Biden asking China to weigh in with Iran 
and urge it to avoid steps that could be 
seen as provocative, the senior US official 
told reporters. 

ARTIFICIAL INTEL
The two leaders also discussed artificial 
intelligence (AI)and agreed that AI was 
used in military or nuclear operations, it 
created real risks. 

‘Very significant’
Analysts say Biden-Xi meet could help lower tensions

AGENCIES

The first meeting between Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and United 
States President Joe Biden this 
year is a positive signal that the two 
superpowers want to improve their 
working relationship, analysts have 
said.

Xi and Biden met Wednesday on 
the sidelines of the APEC Summit 
in San Francisco, where they 
promised to cooperate on issues 
like artificial intelligence, climate 
change and curbing fentanyl 
shipments to the US.

They also pledged to restore 
military communications that were 
cut off following the visit of then-US 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi 
to Taiwan last year, a self-ruled 
democracy that China regards as its 
own territory.

While none of the outcomes 
were surprising, analysts said 
they represent a move in the right 
direction.

 “What this meeting achieves is it 
helps regenerate a little bit of political 
capital as the two sides enter into a 
year that will be filled with a number 
of events that could see tensions 
flare up again,” said Amanda Hsiao, 
a Taipei-based senior China analyst 
at the Crisis Group.

Taiwan will hold presidential 
elections on January 13, while the 
US is poised for its own presidential 
vote next November. Relations with 
China will likely figure prominently 
in both campaigns, reports Al 
Jazeera online.

 “One way to understand this is 
this meeting helps to create a bit of 
a buffer against what will inevitably 

be an uptick in tensions,” Hsiao said.
Hsiao pointed to China’s 

messaging after the meeting that 
asked for the US to specifically 
support “peaceful unification with 
Taiwan” and to stop arming the 
Taiwanese military. These, she said, 
were a positive sign.

“The asks are more concrete,” she 
said, which suggests that “tensions 

may be lowering over Taiwan 
because in a way this represents an 
attempt at bargaining by Beijing, 
they’re trying to see what they can 
get out of the US.”

Alicia Garcia Herrero, the chief 
economist for Asia Pacific at Natixis, 
described the meeting as a win 
for Biden because Xi was forced to 
pledge – for now – that China had no 
plans to attack Taiwan in the coming 
years.

 “This is a big win because it does 
tie Xi’s hands on something he 

has always claimed was ‘domestic 
affairs,” she said. “So this is quite 
impressive.”

Even so, China’s response to the 
upcoming Taiwanese election will 
be closely watched by observers. 
Beijing regards the island’s 
incumbent Democratic Progressive 
Party and its presidential candidate 
William Lai as “separatists”.

When angered by Taipei in the 
past, Beijing’s playbook has included 
staging military exercises in the 
Taiwan Strait.

Bonnie Glaser, managing director 
of the Indo-Pacific programme at 
the German Marshall Fund in the 
US, said the restoration of military 
contact following the Biden-Xi 
meeting was important.
She described the move as “very sig-
nificant, but whether concrete prog-
ress is made towards avoiding acci-
dents remains to be seen”.


