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Biman’s Dhaka,
Chennai flight

from Dec 16
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh
Airlines will start
operating its  Dhaka-
Chennai-Dhaka flight
from December 16.
Managing Director and
CEO of Biman Shafiul
Azim said it's a highly
demanded  route  for
Bangladeshi nationals in
India. We have decided
to operate three weekly
flights on this route, every

Monday, Thursday and
Saturday.

Apart from tourists,
large number of
Bangladeshis  frequently
use this route on medical
grounds.

“We will increase Dhaka-

Guangzhou-Dhaka flights
from three weekly flights
to five by next month,” he
added.

Tickets  for  Dhaka-
Chennai flights will start
selling from Sunday, said
airlines Director Marketing
and Sales (acting)
Mohammed Salahuddin.

Three killed,
three hurt in
road accidents

STAR REPORT

Three people were Kkilled
and three others injured
in road accidents in
two districts  yesterday,
according to reports from
our correspondents.

In  Mymensingh, two
motorcyclists were Kkilled
and three others injured as
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw
collided head-on with a
motorbike in Tarakanda
upazila.

The accident happened
on Mymensingh-Sherpur
road in Tarakanda Bazar
area, said police.

Mohammad Toyab Alj,
60, and Mohammad Morad
Talukder, 40, from Boula
village in Tarakanda died
on the spot, said Abdullah
Al Mamun, officer-in-
charge of Tarakanda Police
Station.

The injured were treated
at local hospitals.

Police recovered the
bodies. They also seized
the auto-rickshaw but its
driver managed to flee the
scene.

In Faridpur, a battery-
run easy bike driver was
killed when the Faridpur-
bound easy bike collided
head-on with a Magura-
bound BRTC (ruck on
Dhaka-Khulna  highway
on Kamarkhali bridge in

Madhukhali upazila.
Abbas Malik, 35,
from Arpara village in

Madhukhali died on the
spot, said Madhukhali
Police Station OC Sohidul
Islam.

Present condition of Kamar Khal iin Sunamganj.

Canals of Sunamganj

DEAD AND

DYING

DWOHA CHOWDHURY

The Sunamganj town has numerous
waterbodies crisscrossing across it, including
seven canals that flow through the low-lying
land before joining the Surma river.

Over the centuries, these waterbodies have
been a lifeline for the townspeople, as they
relied on these for their livelihoods, including
agriculture and fishing.

However, in the last four decades, rampant
encroachment, grabbing, land filling,
construction of roads, drains and culverts
by the municipality, and other structures
killed two canals, while the rest are also on
deathbed.

As a consequence, on June 12 last year a
flash flood from the upstream hit the town
and inundated it completely.

Concerned residents opined that the
canals’ present situation played a major role
in this regard.

Months after a High Court order, following
a petition filed by Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (Bela) in February
this year, the administration acted to evict
encroachers from the canals.

However, many illegally built structures
still remain, while the land-filled parts of the
canals were left untouched.

This correspondent recently visited the
seven major canals in the town -- Teghoria,
Barapara, Kamar, Balaikhali, Dhopakhali,
Naluakhali and Gaborkhali -- to witness their
present condition.

Of those, the 1,537-foot long Teghoria
canal’s origin from the Surma has been

severed after the municipality constructed
roads and drains on it.

The 2,005-foot long Barapara canal and
2,129-foot Kamar canal are also facing similar
ordeals.

The 1,233-foot Balaikhali, 3,177 foot
Dhopakhali, 1,802-foot Gaborkhali, and
2,079-foot Naluakhali canals have turned into
narrow streams, choked by roads, culverts
and drains constructed on it.

According to a report prepared by the
union land office under Sunamganj Sadar
upazila in July 2022, there were 79 listed
grabbers of Kamar, five of Teghoria and two
of Barapara canals at that time.

The HC on February 12 ordered the
government to demarcate the canals as
per their original flows, prepare a list of
encroachers and structures, and remove them
within six months.

However, even four months after the
HC order, no action has been taken by the
administration, while the municipality
continued constructing drains on Barapara
canal violating the court order.

Later, Bela on June 20 sent a legal notice
to all respondents of the HC order, urging not
to violate the court order and take necessary
actions without delay.

After that, on July 15, the Suanamganj
District Administration started an eviction
drive at the canals and removed most of the
permanent and temporary structures built by
encroachers.

This correspondent observed that while
different structures were removed from the
canals, the already filled up areas still remain
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This is where Kamal Khal used to
connect to Surma river.

This walkway and structure were
set up on a canal.

occupied, while the constructed roads, drains
and numerous culverts continue to choke the
canals’ flow.

“Administrative drives should continue to
remove all illegal grabbers while the canals
must be dredged to protect the town from
flash flood in future,” said Bijon Sen Roy,
general secretary of Haor Bachao Andolon.

Salehin Chowdhury Shuvo, executive
director of HAUS, a development organisation,
echoed the same.

“It took a legal notice, four months after
the HC order, to start eviction drives. But still,
they remain reluctant, while construction
of drains on the canals continues,” said
Advocate Shah Shaheda Akther, regional
coordinator of Bela.

Nader Bakth, mayor of Sunamganj
municipality, said, “Presently, we do not have
the budget to excavate and protect the canals.
Only the Kamar canal has been included in a
nationwide government project and we will
start excavating it to make it navigable.”

“We are also planning to dredge the canals
and construct permanent walls on both sides.
The plan will be pitched to the government
after the upcoming national clections,” he
added.

Presently, we do not have the

budget to excavate and protect
the canals. Only the Kamar canal
has been included in a nationwide
government project and we will

start excavating it to make it
navigable.

Nader Bakth, mayor of Sunamganj municipality

UPR WORKING GROUP

Bangladesh gets 301
recommendations

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh received 301 recommendations put forward
by over a hundred countries on different issues, including
the upcoming polls.

The UPR Working Group at the UN Human Rights
Council endorsed the recommendations section of
the draft report on the Universal Periodic Review of
Bangladesh’s human rights record.

The US recommended protecting the citizens’ right
to vote and choose their government by ensuring free
and fair elections, while the UK recommended adopting
measures to guarantee a safe environment for civil society,
human rights defenders, and the media.

Bangladesh Ambassador and Permanent
Representative in Geneva, M Sufiur Rahman, thanked all
the countries, including 12 countries that sent advanced
questions and helped the process.

Bangladesh  will “carefully examine” all the
recommendations and respond with feedback in
February.

Law Minister Anisul Huq, who led the Bangladesh
delegation at the UPR meeting, on Monday said 111
countries joined the meeting and 90 percent of them
appreciated Bangladesh’s progress regarding human
rights.

He said even countries like the US, the UK, and Canada
didn’t criticise Bangladesh in a major way; rather, they
came up with constructive recommendations.

UN experts on Tuesday said the universal periodic
review of the Human Rights Council is an opportunity for
Bangladesh to take urgent, concrete action to end attacks
on human rights defenders and journalists.

Many will eventually
join polls: Quader

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General
Secretary Obaidul
Quader yesterday hinted
that  many political
parties and individuals
will eventually decide to
contest the national polls
before the nomination paper submission deadline.

“The last date for submitting nomination form
is November 30. Many flowers will bloom by then,”
said Quader.

He was addressing a press conference at AL's
Dhaka district unit office in Tejgaon on the
occasion of election schedule announcement by
the EC on Wednesday.

Asked whether Al will participate under any
alliance or independently and whether Jaitya
Party will join the alliance, Quader said, “We will
let you know everything in due time.”

Asked whether there is a threat of economic
sanctions by the US and European Union, Quader
said, “There has been a lot of talk about Furope
and America. Letters were sent and received.
Sometimes God comes, sometimes an avatar
comes; we hear a lot of such things.”

“They (Western countries) are concerned
about Bangladesh. Where is the world standing
today? What is happening in Palestine? And why
is there so much headache about an election in
Bangladesh?” he added.

Asked whether the election will be acceptable
if BNP boycotts it, he said, “In the US presidential
election, the former president is still saying that
the election was rigged. There is no point in asking
these questions... Democracy is not perfect in any
country.”

Bangladesh
elected to Unesco
executive board

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has been elected to the Unesco
executive board at a keenly contested election
held during the 42nd General Conference in Paris.

This brings Bangladesh back to the board after
two years for the term 2023-27.

This is the third contested election Bangladesh
won at Unesco in last one and a half years, said the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday.

Unesco, the UN body mandated for education,
culture and science, is the first international
organisation Bangladesh acceded in 1972.

%, | AREE

&, | B
| Rl mgoe =

e SwE

&, | e R e R

| (e

Errerre Sroren i sfermos Seell sox Fveaimrps s fm e w e
5 | wemw Y T | CSOETE-EwAT WA SRR (S-S OF GHOWN 00 Rawe |
| iy AR B Sfren Bas” s a8 Sieen e am INDIAN VISA
W W-dafaead-acda TR Owhe e Aew gt iﬁurﬂ__'-'z CENTRE

L I G e ML BRI

T

T | Ew e o TOTE B Lot (MTEEE 1AW W) SRR G EE
e, sy YhuT S Sre, VRETSY WENY (oA e
e AT R e R sy S s s ey

Ctg ofhice
relocated to

wefa e A
o, | VO e ROATRE AP | 1 | B S8 B acaa)- (28 ST S0 (ROWAA0T)
T e e e i, e v e | | CDA avenue

HisTEEm e PeAemiierps e BeeRErpeltedl wee
(B WY SR e, B STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T | 5 WEaww EarTH, SmE, af W0eL Biis wye  sen
FrEy, R High Commissioner
51 Bl o, =en, a0 sxp, slars wps Ram, o of India in Bangladesh

| HET. : E has  relocated  the
T | 29,53 2nacET SR S A T | oc

Chattogram office of

4, | =T A O e

T | wr.i0,a0a50] T4 tain WEEN |

Indian Visa Application

i, | R AR e 8l

T |

1 | R EcHE, Bem 45 SUF, bEiEY Hae (408, LiTE,
T B, T

Centre (IVAC) from Zakir
Hossain Road to CDA
Avenue in the port city.

farfa-3 9% n

venue yesterday.

A bRt s.o000 008 b ool 98 38k

Srepd fqeafe

feeree e st ERORTMe "y mRen, TieerE, Dife @R, ereun Ta g,
AT BATE S, SR gar W wEmeT qoe Romore R sy srewE sose wifEo
wftea fafwe «fve e seoare; gfe s o o dee o s e redine

: {ufk 3 S W | The IVACS new A
S, | AHE [ B SIS S0 T T 8N WEE 59,35, 304 508 108 WIEH EAfEE Huny 5 premises is now  at AT &9 |
___| Fowrfl moendy, wromr, sty vype e, oA TYON AT W ST T T 1872 CDA Avenue, Fast
3. | THTH FRTETE TREL AT SO CECF S{TE| ; N
Tan. | T B A ST AT ST S e eE A Nasirabad, City Center
e 1 TR ] @ MR ETE PRTOE SRR I A . 2nd  Floor)  under
] e L e Khulshi Police Station.

fqm m{nm:ﬁ? 51;11:7 High Commissioner
Ty aref e (T} e !Hl!’ﬂ ST {15 HT) ReW Bl ey, e, of India Pranay Verma

FErE W5 e, s0am s e e, B BT Py frer, s inaugurated the new fEife-s qirs

e R sfewett BAFEHT6
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
Gazipur-1701

e

PABNX | (2452700454
Prgne : F-SEEN007
Fas Mo, E8-0 2492
E-mal ; girssiian qow i
Wb - e D gow b

T vy 0 pefy

TS -
T, CFATATAT TS
(=i oTEr | AE)




